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LLOYD-GEORGE DEFENDS BRITAIN'S HONOR @ji

—_—

———

HERE is no man in this room
T who has always regarded the

prospect ol engaging in a great
war with reluctance,
greater repugnance, than 1 have done
throughout the whole of my political
life. There is no man, either inside
or outside this hall, more convinced

greater

than 1 that we could not have avoided
it without national dishonor.

| am fully alive to the fact that ev-
orv nation which has ever engaged in
war has-always invoked the sac-
name of honor. Many a crime
committed in its name.
There are some crimes being com-
mitted now in its name. All the
<ame, national honor is a reality, and
anv nation that disregards it is doom-
od. In the first place, we are bound
by honorable obligations to defend
he independence, liberty and integ-
rity of a small neighbor, who has
lived peaceably. She could not have
compelled us. She was weak.

A man who declines to discharge
nis debt because his creditor is too
poor to enforce it is a blackguard.

any
red

has heen

The Precedent of 1870

We entered into a treaty, a solemn
ireaty, two treaties, to defend Bel-
ginm and her integrity. Our signa-
iures are attached to the document.
Ilnt our signatures do not stand alone
there. This was not the only coun-
try that undertook to defend the in-
regrity of Belgium. Russia, France,
auctria, Prussia—they are all there.
Why dre they not performing the ob-
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‘ It is suggested that, when we quote

this treaty, it is purely an excuse on
our part.

It is our “low craft and cunning,”
‘;just to cloak our jealously of a *“su-
;porior civilization,” which we are at-
'tempting to destroy. Our answer is
the answer we took in 1870. What
was that? Mr. Gladstone was then
Prime Minister,\and Lord Granville
was Foreign Secretary. I have never
heard it laid to their charge that they
were very jingo. What did they do
in 18707

Stood Up for Treaties.

The treaty bound us then. We call-
ed upon the belligerent Powers to re-
spect that treaty. We called upon
France, upon Germany. At that time
the greatest danger to Belgium came

from France, and not from Germany. |

We intervened to protect Belgium
against France, exactly as we are do-
ing it now to protect her against
Germany. We proceeded in exactly
,the same way. We invited both belli-
gerent Powers to state that they had
no intention of violating Belgian ter-
ritory. What was the answer given
by Bismarck? He said it was super-
fluous to ask Prussia such a question,
in view of the treaties in force.
I‘rance gave a similar answer.

We .received the thanks at that
time of the Belgian people for our in-
tervention in a very remarkable docu-
ment. It is a document addressed by
the municipality of Brussels to Queen
Vietoria after that intervention:

“The great and noble people over
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whose destinies you preside has just
given a further proof of its benevolent
sentiments toward our country. The
voice of the English nation has been
heard above the din of arms; it has
asserted the principles of justice and
right. Next to the unalterable at-
tachment of the Belgian people to
their independence, the strongest
sentiment which fills their hearts is
that of an imperishable gratitude to
the people of Great Britain.”

How France Kept he Treaty

That was in 1870. * Mark what fol-
lowed. Three or four days after that
document was received the French
army was wedged up against the Bel+
gian frontier, every means of escape
shut out a ring of flame from Prus-
sian cannon. There was one way of
escape. What was that? Violate the
neutrality of Belgium. What did
they do? The French on that occa-
sion preferred ruin, humiliation, to
the breaking of their bond. French
emperor, French marshals, a hun-
dred thousand gallant Frenchmen in
arms, preferred to be carried captive
| to the strange land of their enemy
!rather than dishonor the name of
{ their country.

It was the last French army in the
field. Had they violated Belgian
l'neutrality the whole history of that
war would have been changed. Yet
{when it was for the interest of
{ France to break the treaty, she did
i not do it.

It is the interest of Prussia to
hreak the treaty, and she has done it.

Seraps of Paper

Why? She avows it. With cynical
| contempt for every principle of jus-
ticé, she says treaties only bind you
when it is to your interest to keep
them. “What is a treaty?” says the
| German Chancellor—“A scrap of pa-
' per.”
| Have any of you
notes about you?
| for them. Have you any of those neat
| little treasury -one-pound notes? If
you have, burn them—they are only
“scraps of paper.” What are -they
made of? Rags. What are they
| worth? The whole credit of the Brit-
| ish Empire.

“Scraps of paper!” I have been
dealing with scraps of paper within
{the last few years. We suddenly
' found the commerce of the world
| coming to a standstill. The machine
| had stopped. Why? We discovered,
' many of us for the first time, that the
‘;machinery of commerce was moved
{ by bills of exchange. I have seen
'some of them—wretched, crinkled,
| scrawled-over, blotched, frowsy—and
'vet these wretched little scraps of
| paper moved great ships laden with
| thousands of tons of precious cargo

any five-pound
I am not calling
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Now is the time to prepare for the cold nights.
Come and see for yourself the ex-
cellence of the values we are showing in these “Can’t

right here.

Do Without”’ Goods.

White Wool Blankets, from $2.40 to $12

The
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Wadded Quilts, $1.40 to $5.00

Eiderdown Quilts, $5.50 to $21.00

Eiderdown Crib Quilts, 30 x 40, $2.90.

A Job Lot

51 White and Colored Quilts
Now 70¢C. to $2.80

—

Usual Price $1.00 to $4.00.

Y
ga
s%&%m@mm@ A P

£ 302 Bt )

-~

e “ Yl R L
RCTWRT A TN

[

R NI R

‘| there at all?

.| dam, destroyed his
.| down his servants, ruined his

to their household.

from one end of the world to the
other. ‘

What was the motive power behind
them? The honor of commercial men,
Treaties are the currency of interna-
tional .statesmanship. Let us be fair.
German merchants, German traders,
have the reputation of being as up-
right and straightforward as any
traders in the world, But if the cur-
rency of German commerce is to be
debased to the level of that of their
statesmanship, no trader from Shang-
hai to Valparaiso will ever look at a
German signature again.

The Road to Barbarism

the doctrine which is proclaimed by
Bernhardi, that treaties only bind a
nation so long as it is to its interests,
go under the root of all public law;
it is a straight road to barbarism.

We are fighting against barbarism
—and there is only one way of putting
it right.  If there are nations that say
they will only respect treaties while
it is to their interest to do so we must
make it to their interest to do so for
the future.

What is their defence? Just look
at the interviews which took place be-
tween our ambassador and great Ger-
man officials. When their attention
was called to the treaty to which they
were a party they said: “We cannot
help that; rapirly of action is the
great German asset.”

There is a greater
nation than rapidity of action,
that is honest dealing.

“Shall Cesar Send a Lie?”

What are their excuses? Germany
says Belgium was plotting against
her, and that Belgium was engaged in
a great conspiracy with Britain and
with France to attack her. Not mere-
ly is it not true, but Germany knows
it is not true. What is her other ex-
cuse? France meant to invade Ger-
many through Belgium. Absolutely
untrue.

France offered Belgium five army
corps to defend her if she were at-
tacked. Belgium said, “I do not re-
quire them, I have got the word of the
Kaiser. Shall Casar send a lie?”

All these tales about conspiracy
have been vamped up since. A great
nation ought to be ashamed of itself
to behave like a frandulent bankrupt
—and perjure its way through its ob-
ligations. She has deliberately broken
this treaty, and we were in honor
bound to stand by it.

What Had Belgium Done!?

Belgium has been treated brutally.
How brutally we shall not yet know.
We know already too much. What
had she done? Had she sent an ulti-
matum to Germany? Had she challen-
ged Germany? Was she prepared to
make war on Germany? Had she in-
flicted any wrong on Germany which
the Kaiser was bound to redress?

She was one of theg most unoffend-
ing little countries i Europe. There
she was, peaceable, industrious,
thrifty, hard-working, giving offence
to no one. And her cornfields have
been trampled down, her villages
burned to the ground, her art treas-
ures destroyed, her men have been
slanghtered, yea, and her women “and
children.

What had she done? Hundreds of
thousands of her people have had
their quiet, comfortable little homes
burned to the dust, and they are wan-
dering homeless in their own land.
What was their crime? The crime
was that they trusted to the word of
the Prussian King.

Belgium’s Sacred Rights.

I am not going to enter into these
tales of outrages. Many of them are
untrue; they always are in war. War
is a grim, ghastly business at best or
at worst; and 1 am not going to say
that all that has been said in the way
of tales of outrages must necessarily
be true.

I will go beyond. that, and I will say
that if you turn 2,000,000 men, forced,
conscripted, compelled, driven into
the field, you will get amongst them a
certain number of men who will do
that of which the nation iself would
be ashamed. I am not depending on
that. It is enough for me to have the
story which Germans themselves
avow, admit, defend, proclaim. The
burning, the massacring, the shooting
down of harmless people. Why? Be-
cause, according to the Germans, they

asset for a
and

‘| fired on German soldiers.

No Right There.
What business had German soldiers
Belgium was acting in
the pursuance of her most sacred
right, the right to defend her own
home. But they were not in uniform
when they were shot. If a burglar
broke into the Kaiser’s palace at Pots-
furniture, shot
art
treasures, specially those he had
made  himself—(loud laughter)—
burned his precious manuscripts, do
you think he would wait till he got
into uniform—(laughter)—before he
shot the burglar down? ' They wers
dealing with those who had broken in-

Ba* German perfidy has
good

name,
Greatness of Little Natiows.
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The doctrine of the scrap of paper,

3 already |
feiled. They entered Belgium to save
| time, but they have lost the':
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the work of little nations---(cheers).
The most enduring literature of the
great world came from little nations.
The greatest literature of Inagland
came from her when she was a nation
of the size of Belgium fighting a great
Empire—(cheers). The heroic deeds
that thrill humanity through. genera-
tions were the deeds of litle nations
fighting for their freedom—(chears).
Ah, yes, and the salvation of mankinrd
came through a little nation. God has

f{ion, to stimulate and to

chosen little nations as the vessels
by which he carries the choicest
wines to the lips of humanijty, to re-
joice their hearts, to exalt their vis-
strengthen
their faith and if we had stood by
'when two little nations were being
'erushed and broken by the brutal
!hands of ‘harbarism, our shame would
{have rung down the everlasting ages.

Britain has again and again been
the protector of the little nations.

’ l Britain Their Protection.

| You go to Greece, the Netherlands,
‘italy, Germany, and Franece, and all|
tthese lands, gentlemen, could point|

{out to you places where the sons of
{Britain have died for the freedom of
|these countries.

|  You cannot name a single country
;in the world for the freedom of which

ithe modern Prussian has ever sacri-E
iﬁced a single life? The test of our!
 faith, the highest standard of civiliza- |

|tion is the readiness to sacrifice for
| others.

| They could not comprehend the ac-
tion of Britain at the present moment.
They say so. “France,” they say, “we
| can understand. She is out for ven-
| geance; she is out for territory—aAl-
| sace-Lorraine. Russia, she is fighting
| for mastery; she wants Galicia.”
| Can Only Understand Selfishness

| They can understand vengeance,

'they can understand your fighting
'for mastery, they can under-
'stand. your fighting for greed
of * territory; they canno t under-
|stand a great Empire pledging its re-
'sources, pledging its might, pledging
ithe, lives of its children, pleding its
'very existence to protect a little na-
'tion that seeks for ts defence.

‘ You 'know the type of motorist, the
'terror of the road, with a 60-horse
power car. He thinks the roads are
'made for him, and anybody who im-
ipedes the action of his ear by a single
miles is knocked down.

The Prussian junker is the road-
hog of Europe. Sma#ll nationalities in
his way are hurled to the roadside,
! bleeding and broken; women and
'broken; women and children crushed
under the wheels of his cruel ear.
Britain ordered out of his road!

All I can say is this: If the old
{ British  spirit is alive in British
‘hearts, that bully will be torn from
ihis seat. Were he to win it would be
the greatest catastrophe that has be-
' faller democracy since the days of
the Holy Alliance and its ascendancy.
L'I‘hey think we cannot beat them. It
will not be easy. It will be a long job.
It will be a terrible war., But in the
iend we shall march through terror in
triumph.

| (Continued on page 6)
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Our Exhibition
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Smart Ladies’ Costumes

‘e

Attracts the attention of the “Fas
two complete lines of

SAMPLE COSTUMES

made in two of the best known Tailoring Houses in London—
Messrs. James & Priestley, and C. Petch & Sons.

Naturally since they are Samples there are not two alike, all
the Latest Effects in Style and Color are represented.

These Costumes were created by leading designers and built
by Master Tailors with the greatest of care so as to stand the test of
the experienced Department Store Buyer who places his orders on
the strength of these samples.

We Bought These Costumes at a Clearing Price, Far
Below the Wholesale Cost.

Lot 3. Regular Wholesale Price, $

HERE THEY ARE:
: 7.50.

8.25.

9.00.
10.50.
13.00.
16.00.
21.50.

We invite your kind inspection. Come early if you can and avoid
rush. Get your Costumes at a price which means a sav-
ing of Dollars to you. ALL OUR GOODS ARE
MARKED IN PLAIN FIGURES.

hionable Set” daily. We show

6.75. Our Retail Price, $

»
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5.45.
6.30.
6.90.
1.35.
8.65.
10.00.
12.50.
16.50.
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*

The SAMPLE BARGAIN STORE

J. P. Maher & Company, Limited.
167 WATER STREET EAST.
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Tools, Axes, Saws,
Knives and Forks,

AL Py 1

The greatest art of the world was |

i

Pocket Knives, Planes,
Locks, Hinges, Scales,

FIRE STOCK SELLING CHEAP

Guns, Rifles, Bedsteads, Rules, Paints, Traps,

Shovels, Fish Beams,
Handles and Vices.
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Pipes, from 75c., $1.00,
$1.20, $1.50 dozen.

Martin Hardware Co., Litd.
, Front and Rear, next West of Old Store. .
P.S.—All Mail Order Goods will be supplied in new stock unless otherwise ordergd.
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