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Beginning in the westward, it is certainly most important that the lakes shoul'd be connected by a navigation which will allow of the
aame vessels continuing their voyage without discharging their cargoes, so that a schooner laden at Amherstburnh could proceed, without
breaking bulk, to Kingston or Prescott. The present design of the Welland Canal Company admits of this to the fullest exsent contem-
plntod by the commissioners, and it is therefore, for the moment, uenecessary to - discuss the point as regards that part of the communica-
tior.. With respect to the great canal from Kingston’ to the Ottawa, it remains an important and somewhat difficult question.

The comparative expense is—On a scale of 7 feet in’depth, 40 feet in width at the bottom, and 61 feet in width at the surface of the
water, the bauks to slopo one foot and a half to one foot perpendicular, the locks to be of stone, and 100 feet in length by 22 feet in wrdth
with tarning bridges 22 fectin the clear and 10 feet wide—Cost £230,785 14 1 : -

On a scalo of 5 feet in depth, 28 feet in width-at the bottom, and 48 feet in width at the surface of the water, the banke to slope
two fect to onc foot perpendicular, the locks to be of stone,and 80 t'eetm length by 15 fect in wrdth witlhi turmnrr bndges 15 feet in the clear
and 10 feet wile—Cost £145,802 7 84. ‘ C ; S : ‘

On 2 seale of 4 feet in ‘depth, 20 fect in width at bottom. and 32 feet in wrdth at the surface of the water, the banks to slope one foot
and a half to one foot perpendicular, the locks to be of wood and "’5 feet in fength by 10 feet in breadth with turnmg brrdges 10 feet in the

“clear and 10 feet, wide—Cost £62,258 8 10. & o ‘ oo ‘ -

" The committee, in estimating the weight of those arguments whlch would lead to thd adoptron of the largest scale on the ground of
greater military- security, cannot avoid stating that, i the idea is entertained of facilitating by such a canal the navel defence of the Upper
Lakes, by the introduction ol‘ vessels of war of 2 small class from the sea, they consider such an nntrerpntron by no means a safe one. Itis
evident, thatit would be at any time in the power of the Americans to construct on the lakes, ships of such overwhelming force, thut vessels
of the small cldss which could ascend by the canal, could render no eﬁ'ectunl servrce, and it would be nt lnst reduced again to a contest of
ship burldum in the Larbours of the lakes. - o o R ‘ Co ‘

A canal larger than is necessnry to transport with convemence all descnptron of nava] and mrhtary stores, would by its greater dunen-
sions, afford, in the opinion of - the’ committee, no additional security to the Province. + - ‘ Lo RS

Jud"mg thus, they ase inclined to prefer the plan sccond in the order, being of ‘a canal 5 feet in depth ‘ :

- So far as the interests of trade are concerned, the commrttee see more reason to deliberate. It is, however, to be considered in the first .
place that unless the canal at the Ottawa and the Lachine Canal are altered so as tobe of correSpondmo drmensrons, it would be pert‘eetly
useless to construct ours on the enlnrged scale.” If that could be anticipated with certainty, and if it would be clearly desirable to hase the
canal on the farger plun, it would seem good polrcy to make every exertion to attain that object at once, and.to commence it accordingly :—
because. though the smaller. works alluded to might, at a tolerable expense, be enlarged to suit the greater, it would scarcely be rational to
c:dculate upou: enlarging. so lou-v a line of canal as that from I\mgston to the Ottawa, when once completed. -Itis but too questionable,
however, whether the policy of Lower Canada will ever admit of such an enlargement of the La Chine canal as would allow of navigation

by vessels that could continue. their voyarre to Atlantic ports. There are obvious interests against it, and it must be: expected these will bave
their influence. Il' howe\er, tlns drfnculty drd not mterfere, there is Sllll in the opinion of the committee, much reason to iucline to the
smaller scale, - o A R , ‘

That the same vessels whrch nnvruate one ol‘ the Upper Lakes should be able to pass to Kingston and Prescott is cleerly of much con=
~ sequence, hecause they are equally fit for every part of the voyage, and they save an expense of trans}npment at a moderate charge of toll and
lockage upon a short line of canal, but unless we could contemplate that these' same vessels would continue their course to_the West Indics
. or other parts bt.vond Lm\ er Camda which for several reasons could scarcely be expected it would perhnps not be advisable to construct a cas
nnl at 50 great a cost mcrely to admrt of theu- contmumc their route to Montrenl or Quebec mstead of stoppmﬂ at Prescott or l\mgston.—-It
is true one tran:l‘er of the car"o would be saved, but on the other hand the toll must be so much ureater ona canal of -such length with ma-
ny locks coustructcd on such large drmensrons, and the wear. and tear of a vessel of consrderable size and value passmﬂr through a long navi-
gatron ol tlmt descnptron mwht pcrhnps be such that httle would be lost by avordmo' it at the e\pense of a transhrpment into large and ' ses.
cure canal boats at I\inkr'ston, but wben in addrtrou to these consrderatrons, the commrttee reﬂect that the River St. Lawrence wh en the ob-
#tacles in somg parts of its course are removed, will present a much more dlrect and natural course for the navrgntron of | vessels to Lower
Cauada tln.y are ot' opmron thnt lool\mc merely at the commercra.l mterests of the provmce, a canal on the smaller scale would be moet ad-
visable 1s bcmo most easnly nnd certamlv to be compasscd wrthm a moderate penod and asmatfordmg to every necessery degree the accommo-
‘ datron reqmre . )
At the same llme 1 is clear that 1f the Parent State,‘concurrmg thb the colony m a work so essentral to the preservatlon of her do- -
o muuons in lhlS quartcr Of the WOM. should assume a share of. the cbarge,‘xt wonld be lnahly expedrent to attempt a canal on the largest‘
- duuensrons. ' : » s o ,
) 'l‘he e\peme of tlns und ot' the other undertelunv subgested by. the commrssroners 1s to be looked for in then- estrmates, and assummg
Vthetr c'dcul.mons to be correct the most mnterml mqmry is, whether in ' the present state ot‘ our revenue and wnth the resources which
. mrght be called in aid w rthout rmposrng oppresswc burthens upon tlle people, a sum “could be rmsed suﬁicrent to meet the prmcrpal under-’
' talrmn-—the canal from I\moston to the Ottnwa. N '1 he very encouragm oﬂ‘er from Hrs Majesty s Government wblch was communrcated to -

An mcrense of revenue. suﬂ' clcut to provxde for the pnyment of the mterest &for the gradual liquidation, ot‘ the principal of a loan‘ of such
. sum as; ‘would bc necessnry for carrymn mto e\recutron the plan of the commrssroners, rmg,ht rt lS beheved be obtnmed w1thout mjury to the,




