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Bcginning in the westward, it is certainly most impor'tant that the lakes should be connected by a navigation which will allow of the

same vesseis conitinluing their voyage without discharging their cargoes, so that a schooner laden at Amherstburgh could proceed, without
breaking bulk, te ]Kingston or Prescott. 'T'le present design of the Welland Canal Company admits of this to the fullest exsent contem-
platcd by 1he commissioners, and it is therefore, for the moment, uenecessary to discuss the point as regards that part of the communica-
tiona With respect to the great canal fron Kingston to the Ottawa, it remains an important and somewhat ditficult question.

The comparative expense is-On a scale of 7 feet in depth, 40 feet in width at the bottom, and 61 feet in width at the surface of the
water, the baiks to slopo one foot and a half to one foot perpendicular, the locks to be of stone, and 100 feet in length by 22 feet in width,
with turnîing bridges 22 feet in the clear and 10 feet wide-Cost £230,785 14 1þ

On a scalo of 5 feet in depth, 28 feet in width at the bottom, and 48 feet in width at the surface of the water, the banks to slope
two feet to one foot perpendicular, the locks to be of stone,and80feetin length by 15 feet in width, with turning bridges 15 feet in the clear
and 10 feet wide-Cost £145,802 7 8½.

On a scale of i feet in depth, 20 feet in width at bottom, and 32 feet in width at the surface of the water, ic banks to slope one foot
and a halif to one foot perpendicular, the locks to bc of wood and 75 feet in length by 10 feet in breadth, with turning bridges 10 feet in the
clear and 10 feet wide-Cost £62,258 8 10.

The committce, in estimating the weight of- those arguments which would lead to the adoption of the largest scale on the ground of
greater military security, cannot avoid stating that, if the idea is entertained of facilitating by such a canal the naval defence of the Upper
Lakes, by the introduction of vessels of war of a small class froin the sea, they consider such an anticipation by no means a safe one. It is
evident, thatit would be at any time in the power of the Americans to construct on the lakes, ships of such overwhelming force, that vessels
of flic small class which could.ascend by the canal, could render no effectual service, and it would be at last reduced again to a contest of
ship building in the harbours of the lakes.

A canal larger than is necessary to transport with convenience all description of naval and military stores, would, by its greater dimen-
sions, aflbrd, in the opinion of the committee, no additional security to the Province.

Judlging this, they ase inclined to prefer the plan second in the order, being of a canal 5 feet in depth.
So far as the interests of trade are concerned, the committee see more reason to deliberate. It is, however, te be considered in the first

place tliat uiless the canal at the Ottawa and the Lachine Canal are altered so as tobe of corresponding dimensions, it would be perfectly
useless to construIct ours on thei enlarged scale. If that 'could be anticipated with certainty, and if it would be clearly desirable to have the
canal onl the larger plan, it Would seen good policy to make every exertion to attain that object at once, and to commence it accordingly -
because, thoigh the snaller works alluded to mnight, at a tolerable expense, be enlarged to suit the greater, it would scarcely be rational to
calculate lpoun enularging so long a line of canal as that from Kingston to the Ottawa, when once completed. It is but too questionable,
lowever, whetler the policy of Lower Canada will ever admit of suchi an enlargement of the La Chine canal as lwould allow of navigatioa
by vessels tliat could continue their voyage to Atlantic ports. There are obvious interests against it, and it must be expected tiese will bave
their influence. If, however, this difticulty did not interfere, there is still, in the opinion of the cominittee, much reason to incline to the
simaller scale.

Tiat the saine vessels which navigate one of'thè Upper Lakes should be able to pass to Kingston and Prescott is clearly of much con-
sequence, because they are equally fit for every part of the voyage, and they save an expense of transhipnent at a moderate charge of toll and
lockage upon a short line of canal, but unless we could conteniplate that these same vessels would continue their course to the West Indies
or other parts beyond Lower Canada which for several reasons could scarcely be expected it would perhaps not be advisable to construct a ca-
nal at so great a cost merely to admit cf their contiiîig their rolite to' Mntreal or Quebec instead cf stopping at Prescott or Kingston.-It
is truc one transfer of lie cargo would be saved, but on the other hand the tol must be so much greater on a canal of such length vith ma-
ny locks coistructed on such large dimensions, and the wear and tear of a vessel of considerable size and value passing through a long navi-
gation of tlîat description, miigt perhaps be such that little would be lost by avoiding it at the expense of a transhipment into large and se-
cure canal boatsat Kingstoi, but vhen, in addition to these considerations, the committee reflect that the River St. Lawrence when the ob-
stacles in somie parts of its course are remîoved, will present a iiich m oe direct and natural 'ourse for the navigation o essel to Lower
Canada, tley are o! opinion that, looking mcrely at the mmercial irats of the province a canal on the snaller scale wouid be moSt ad-
visable as being most easily and certainlv to be comnpassed within a moderate period and as affording to every necessary degree the accommo-
dation requrea.

At the same time Il is clear that if the Parent State, concurring with the colony in a work so essential to the preservation of ber do-
minions in this quarter of te vori,, should assume a share of the charge, it wonld be highly expedient to attempt a canal on the largest
dimensions.

The expense of this and of the otiher undertaking suggested by the commissioners is te be looked for in their. estimates, and assuming
their calculations to be correct, the most maierial inquiry is, wNhether, in the present state of our revenue, and with the resources which
might he called in nid vithout imposing oppressive burthens upon the people, a sum could be raised sufficient to meet the principal under-
taking-ie canal from Kingston te the Ottawva.7 The very encouraging offer from His Majesty's Government, which was communicated te
both IIouses by luis Excellency the Lieutenant Governor at the commencement of this session, would, if we can avail curielves of it, en-
sure the neccssary advance being procured upon the most favourable terms and with such periods of re-payment as might be thought most
convenient.

An increase of revenue, suflicient to provide for the payment ofthe interest & for the gradual liquidation,.ofthe principal of a loan of such
sun as would be necessary for carrying into execution the plan of the commissioners, might it is believed, be obtained without înjury to the
commercial. intercsts of this Provi nc, and without inconvenience being felt by any of its inhabitants, if the legislature cf Iwe Canada, re-
cogiizing theUicnportance of sucli a workto that Province, should be disposed to concur in imposing a small additional duty on such articles
imported as couild easily bear it, uniting their resources for a work of common advantage, there is no doubt the Provinces wold be fully
equal te the immediate execution of a canal on tho smaller scale adapted te commercial purposes but, if, as lias been mentioned, the nm-
ther country, regarding a canal upon the largest scale proposed, as a work certain te contribute nmost essentially te the military defence of
the Provie, should consent to participate in the c arge, the committee conceives that the means of this Province would enable it to meet
the exertion which ought, in that case, te o nade on her part, to acceleraté the period of ber security. .

letherthetime isnov arived hlîen the Province s ould aètually attemrpt the execution of work which but a very fewyears ago
would have e&en consed ed o e rs onri 'anoter pot t determnedLsO fa r as the decision s1iola 1, infleeced mth ost
reasonuihhie eîectation th t can.b ormed as to tbhreturn such works would inmediateIy ye the calcultons wh aregven i some o
thersannexe nrm r s s id asý te committee could pretend tofurnishW

.neihm s ear, Il' eculiircu mstances ofUppeCanada a country o! great capability thinly popled and re n bove
un , that c a n pu on should ho attrcted to it by every possible rneans, the same reasons which mi ht bepropelyurged in

other countries, m uce us te delày such uàdertakmgs until they are certam t af prof
Rlt isgreatly~hîe intercst of the present generationto sub it to some temporary sacrifi e prospect ca ver rapîd recompense.-

Tlie morc iatural orde iero wouldbe at the imrovement precede, îa orer te accelerate, the pulation and commerce of the
countvrataher than te awaLtlh arrva penod ein te exstm crcumstances of the country would, m a commercial point of view, at'
Oncc'jÙitiy thCe ntcpz. -' I,;e à,~t ,

The r iulse which would ho givon te country y eand fe labour le encouragement. it wouid aflord to emigrants ó1
capt1 to remove totlii Proviàce, and tie confidenceitwonld create a eBscur thocolony wouldaplyiwarrantnin the opinion of

ue commrnitt~ee tue commencement of the canal at e aexpecan of'the Comsioners of a immedca ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ' p4<,i ootls rv 'nIh'cnýc i, cet nh


