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" Rural Municipal Affairs.

TAXES AS AN INVESTMENT

Home men pay taxes from foree of
habit without giving the matter any
consideration; others pay taxes beeause
tazes are ecousidered an unavoidable
evil. NBome men pay taxes with the air
of hestowing a charity and some ther:
are who meet their assessments regu-
larly and look upon the payment as do
those who invest their surplus eash in
government - securitien

The mechanism appertaining to our
industrig) machinery is a complicated
one when considered as a whaole, but
it readily lends itself to analysin. To
illustrate we can take one of the het
ter improved distriets in the provinee
of Raskatehewan. Here we will find
fair sehools, & system of roads that
are sssuming 8 semblance to real high
ways made for traffic and possibly a
municipal hospital. We will find »
farming commanity taking on the
attributes of pérmanency. We will find
comfaortable farm homes, substantial
farm buildings snd farmers settling
down to & routine that will eventually
place Weptern  Canada in the frost
rank as a8 agricultural country. We
have enly to eliminate the sehoals, the
highways, and other publie improve-
ments (and the posibility of ain-

these through the expedditure of
publie funds) and we will have created
8 condition untenable from the stand
v.l of ene desirous of establishing
meelf in & community,

A man will not continue to live in-a
weighborhood that will ot provide edu
eational facilities for his childrea. No
man will continue to produce grain in
8 community that will not provide
highways that will make possible the
expeditions marketing of his produce,
and few mea will continue to live in
& community that makes ne provision
for medical attendance in casp of siak
negs or accident. Ultimately from the
moties collected as taves, expendi
tures are made that really determine
the status of the community

There is valy one really feasible
methed of a g ot an equitable dis

provements, that method is in general
wee throughout the West, a straight as
sessment on the unimproved values of
land. Whes making payment of tazes
in any one of the three westera prov
inecs, are abselutely assured of the
faet that you are paying enly a just
and reasanable share based upon the
dirget bearfits that will acerve te you
ll'i.i Jodicious expenditure of the
amount

The benefits that are derived from
the expenditures of monies paid ae
tazes 1o & local asthority are almest
*atirely & matter of cconomieal ad
-ummr This in turn places the
nr.h iy whelly w» the indi-
vidual, and if the l.-hn:::l will shou!
der the na’-ululnly of secing that
the public Tunds are wisely and eco
semically expended he will fad that
his ansusl tax paymest will prove to
be his mest table investment

Mevting of couscil of rural municipal

ity of Uptodate, No. 760, held in the
manicipal office on Tueslay, Reptom
ber 28

Preseat: Divisien No. 1, Apts Wateh
wm; No 2, L D Oviginal; Ne 2, A
Bout Wright; Ne. 4, 1. M. Willing; Ne
5, Wants DeMere; No 6, Likely Mans

Desit New, Reeve; K. Reekt Inform
slion, werelary treaaurer

Meoting calied for 10 am

Mecting called 1o order ot 19 am

Minutes of previous meeting read
by Recretary luformatios

Moved: A, Bout Wright, that
otee be approved  carried

Correspoadendc preswnted

A letter from the Motor Lenge, con
gratulating Waste DeMere on  his
“road drag’’ read Walllng iste the

vi Awpire
Rﬂ" from the Highwavs Depart

L1

“-.l. nuu.c he wore on 191?

g petition, showing
that R M. of Upte-dat higheot
mere o8 male g

Conducted by John M. Pratt

Letter from municipal inspector, com
plimenting Secretary Information on
his modern office and on the ncatnesg
and accuraey of his secounting

Moved by A. Bout Wright: That the
seergtary answer the ahove eoreespond-
ente, advising the authors that R. M
of Uptodate has hardly started and
will show results worth mentioning in
1918

Following accounts presented:

2 Modern road graders 500

10 Steel road drags 260

Cabilmet for office 15

Mimecograph 30

Moved by L M, Willing: That the
above accounts be ylul

Out T Bkinnum asppears hefore the

Mdved by I D. Originaldl That this
ouneil unanimously approve of \the
‘--ﬂ.wlm-mhlionu of the committee ANY
that a draft of the ‘vecommnedations
he submitted to the annual meeting of
ratepayers for diseussion with a memo
from this eouneil asking that said meet-
ing take action on same—earried.

A committee—from the village of
Spougeonum apears before the couneil
with a petition asking that eouneil
build s skating rink in said village.

Moved hy Aptu Watehun: That this
council make no expenditure for a
skating rink—carried unanimously.

Moved by Aptu Watechun: That coun-
cillor Likely Mann and Reeve Dooit

Now he appointed as.a committee to

WHAT DO YOU THINK *

What is the true funetion of a Musicipal Council?

For the best article

submitted hefore December 13, 1917 entitled ‘*The True Funetion of a
Municipal Couneil'’ The Guide will pay $10.00 in cash. We want your

opinion. The competition is open
payers in rural musicipalities
1,000 words

The three hest articles will be ‘m

of The Grain Growers' Guide,

ber 15, as we want
Address pal Bditer,

couneil in person and presents aecoust
for damages and loss of time due to
delay and wmiring in mud with ear on
main highway

The matter was discussed apd the
fact established that the car of Out T
Nkinnum was mired just outside the
houndaries of the B M. of Up-to date
in the rural municipality of lshould
Waorry and that the said R M. of
Ishould Worry had paid Out T, Bkinnum
the sum of $75.00 as damages

rite on one side of the pa

sure that the manuseript is mailed so as to reach us not later t

ou 10 receive the ten dollars in time for
Grain

te all municipal officials and rate-

The article to consist of not more than

blished in the Municipal Dpeartment

r and be
Decem-

Growers' Guide, Winnipeg

wake recommendations for the organis
ation and operation of a consolidated
and rural high school and that they re
port at the next meeting—earried.

Moved hy L-M. Willing: That we
adjourn to meet in Municipal Office
on Tuesday, the 5th prexime at 10
a.m.—earri

(Signed) Decit Now, Reeve

K. Reekt Information, See

uual reveuue was devoted to the plam
ing and cultivation of trees in park,
and along residential streets.

. Results? You bave qaly to visit the
“ity of Winpipeg in summer—they arn
apparent everywhere. We believe thiy
is worthy of serious consideration by
rural councils throughout the prairie
west,

INCONSISTENCY OF BASKEATCHE
WAN ASSESSMENTS

Saskatehewfn has definitely ecommit
ted itself to the poliey of an unim.
proved land value taxation. The firs
assessment made on this basis was is
1914, and since that date all munmiei.
pal taxes, with the exception of the
surtax,. have been assessed accordiag
to this system. The imethod has proved
to be both practicable and popular and
there is not the least probabability of
their reverting to the old simple method
of taxation on a straight acreage hasis

If the system of taxing the unim
proved values of land is a just and
practical ome, and there is mnot room
for an -bonest difference of opinies
in this connection, it would he a diff
eult task teo j-u!{ the old method of
a tax on acreage. Notwithstanding this
fact ounly that part of municipal re-
\enue voted to strictly municipal
uses is assessed on the of values
The hail insurance tax, the supplement
ary reveaue tax and the sur-tax are
assessed on a straight acreagé basis
The government frankly ackmnowledges
that the method is an unjust one, Lt
there are real difficultios in the waj
when it comes to the levying of a
general or proviscial tax
of assessments made ia the differemt
municipalities.

The municipal amendment of 1912
providing for the amsessing of land
values, simply stated that municipal
assessments should be made upon the
hasis of the unimproved values of land
and quit. No provision was made for
any usiformity | deter;

VAl ® resuited in each rural mu-

vouncil offer Out T. Bkinnum the sum
of $75.00 as settlement in full of the
purchase price of his automobile that
was mired in the mud in R M. of
Ishould Worry—carried

Out T. Skinnum asceepted. the offer
and the car will be converted into a
tractor and used in 4 ing roads

Out T. Skinnum applies for the job
holding swrapers—none of the cousneil
lors vould fnd work for him

1 lew ¢ d of twe council
lors, Wasts DeMore and A. Bout
Wright, apgeinted to draft recommend
ations for read building, reporta '

Report of committer: Piret, that ore
man, wi tieal expeiionce and
techuienl training be engaged to have
charge of all work done in the distriet

Nevond, that o sew work be under
taken wntil surh time as provision has
been made for repairing and maistain
ing of reads already improved

Thigd, that ot least 40 por cent. of
Amounts te be gupended on reads Le
weed in the ‘v&m‘ and Amgging of
main roads leading to market towns

Pourth, that as nearly as pendnil b all
vontrects for read construction or mais
tesance be let by tender

Fifth, that in instances where 186
la-n\ liviag on any Meee of read,
and fogether and volunteer 1o share
in the expense of flling, grading sad
diaging that road allowanee; that
this council meet these officers 1o the
*streme limit of their Saances

CONSIDER THE

Thirty five years ago the casual trav
eller, visiting the then rather unso-
phisticated city of Wisnipeg, found a
very ordinary prairie oit‘ Thirty ve
year age the city of innipeg bad
aspirations, but they were largely tree
less aspirations. Not only were there
86 trees to be found withia the city
limits, but the thea inhabitants were
assured, on the very best of authority
al that, that it was impomsible to grow
trews, and if the city grew to be »
greal city it wonld be, nevertheless, »
trewless rity

Now there were in Winnipeg at that
time—as there geaenlly is at every
place in every period—certain stausch
and independent spirits whe were wil-
hag to try to accomplish the impassible
One of these men was G. R Crowe,
and at the prgeent time he has as olm
tree on his premises that megsures »
good three feet through at the base
Those" who are familiar with the eity
of Wisnipeg are well aware of the
fact that it has as beautiful trees in
ts parks and along its heulevards as
has nlmost anv n:v

In the carly dafs the city of Winai
pog o adjusted its assesament rate as
‘e make pessible & very hasdsome e
bate on tanes 10 all those whe con
sistently looked after the matter of
tree planting and eultivation. At o litrte
Iater date this ey was discontinged,

sl a certain Rxed amount of the an

We hnow of no hetter proal of the dpathy
Wanilire
Rave reveived no advice as te

It is the
rarsl distriets and hring them to g regl

of their own loeal goverament. We

te know what you thisk of this new
vt your ideas o8 manicipal
ing and the value of the road drag, O'I.c'

vou slve veour problome

[

Bs regards their loral gos ctning bamlice

that prevails in rursl com
thas the facts that we

how this page should be ronducted
desive of this dejartment 1o quicken the

ferests of the
me im tanet
ats. ¢ want

teation of the ext
Bt varyiag vie
riment The

lally do we wapt ¢
Let om. sbout them s 4

sicipality appeisting an assessor whe
made & more or less t h eanvass
of the entire distriet and who made
an effort at a reasesable adjustment
as to values. As was only natural the
opinions of the assessors varied widely
and it was sot an uncommeon thing te
fSnd isstances of where values fixed
by one assessor were double those fined
by anether on adjoining lands, but in
different distriets

In the matter of an assesament in
a rural municipality a bigh average
range of walues simply meant o lower
assesament rate and worked ne hard
ship, but if a general tax, such as the
supplementary revesue, were to be as

on the same basie, it would

mean that the contribution of the one
distriet would be double that of the
second. That ie if & geseral tax v
to be collected on the basis of unim
proved land values it becomes necomary
that a definite asd wniform system of
arrivieg at values be adopted

We fully realize that this presests
some difficultios, hut they are hy no
means insurmountiable, nor do we be
heve that such diffeulties as presest
themseives are by sny means suff
cleatly great to justify a comtinuation
of the Very obviowsly usjust methed
of & siraight assesnment on acreage
The question of method for arriviag
at the wnimpfoved values of land will
be dealt with by this department in
an early lsene of The Ouide

It s isteresting 1o
sur-tas ia Alberta, or the wild land
1A% 88 it s called, s only swessed
sgainst land for which patest has hees
iwsued, This would exempt such lands
as thoae held by the Canadas Naskatehs
wan lasd Ca

Bole 1hat he

A brief summary of the teports of
the municipal departments, imued by
the three proviacial goveraments, show
very fattering tions o
fsasces—fower outetanding ‘aves and
larger hank halances
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