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Percherons in Western Canada
, A visit to the largest Percheron horse ranch in the world

By H. Higginbotham

••Kim» n:e the hoi»*- of a people. and 
| will tell ton what are th«- mauaer» 
and fharaefer of that | moule.

lu thi» yeateare the Freio lo writer 
T«.u»»enel expiai a» the liking uf various 
nationalities for the horse» uf their own 
4,-outrv. Thus the fbotrbmau swears 
!,v I he C|ydr, big. strong active and of 

'"mierliug quality; the Kuglishwan insists 
U|*on the e*C elle are of the ttsa-uv e, big 
In.ued, somewhat slew moving, bàt 
|m<wrfful Shire, the Kenrhmab enthuse» 
oter the I'eirheron, grareful, eiidunagr 
dor île. *1 here 1» a*» distinctive type uf 
tirrmaa horse: in l*ru»sia one feuds a 
burse uf Belgian origin; in Hrhlmwsg 
they hat** the Ibmisk horse; in Havana 
the* horse» rlusely resemlde t||««se of 
Kraacr. la Aweriraa all the equine 
rares uf Bttffeps are represented.

All dowr»tic aniwals owe their pros 
eat ftirw and Irndeanes tery largely to 
the selection of their wasters; it is not 
surprising, therefore, to Had that they 
partake *»f a ad resew Lie the qwalities 
of the | «copie by Whom I hex are would 
rd It i» this rlour connection l*et WecU 
a nation aad il» horse* that led the 
Frenchman to believe that a iVrrheron 
horse rottld Sot lie raised to perfection 
outside |«e IV»rbe Xu doubt wsn ti 
Hrotrhwrn and Knglishwen |«*wro t »e 
«awe 1 relief regarding the Clyde awl 
g he Hhire. With the French breeder of 
IVrrheron». however, I he belief amouui» 
almost to a erred, lie will tk|4aia to 
ton that it is the ami, or the grwo» or 
the eliwate of I# IVrrhe which ha» 
git rn to the IVrrheron the qualifie» 
von admire, aad he will »hrwg his shoul 
dees and smile pit* «agit at >nu if you 
a»h hiw why the soil and the grass awl 
the rliwatr of Kngland or America 
would not do ns well

In his intrwdwrtiwn to Ueorgos Tru 
Id's booh *• l.r Chetnl Befchrron "* tie 
M « h iNduacle, honoiaiy inspwlor of 
agriculture for France, dee lave» that nl 
I ho the leal fepirurolatit es of the breed 
hate been purchased at big fegure* and 
taken to foreign countries, the dewren 
duals of these horse* hatr not retained 
in the wwr degree the riradlenc* of 
their sire* In ircrel year» lo-orge 
l^sne, of the Her I ranch, IVkà»k*> At 
tarrta, ouned by tiro lame. liordon, 
ironsides and |l’*»«r*. has t«ought many 
horse» and ware* in Km ace, pit lag long 
prices in order to gel the br»t obtain 
aide In wahiag these purchases. Uf» 
lame had the ndtire and the »«wâ»tanee 
of law* A rad me. one ul the biggest 
IVrrheron breeder» in Kroner and son
of • baric** A V dine, president of I be 
IVrvheron llofse Ukurir-ty uf Kmncr-, VI
Aveline did not wind i-arting with the 
best of hi* own home» ** We are not 
a bat afraid of you- V uu can tnhe out 
best, but tow o||l not be able to 
dans their equal in your maatry, he 

a lidd Mr late
Biggest Bunch m the World 

At the out■*mwk of the war lésais 
A1 elm» went into action with the nr

lillery. Being wounded, he ai» In* 
x ailided Imme, and on lu» reçut ery lie 
was eutru»led with a horse purchasing 
rommi»»ion from the Krewc?s govern 
ment, lie ha» l»een in America «iter a 
year, and ha» bought over I V*'11 homos 
for hi» got» mint ut. Biner he ha» been 
on this • outillent, M. Axeline ha* visited 
the e»labli*hinenl > of lhe blgge>t IVl 
cheron breeder» bulb in t'anada and llie 
Knifed Btate». The writer had the 
plea»ure of meeting M. Aveline in 1’ai 
gar.x after hi» xisit to the Bar 1’ Bauch 
at iVkisko and Ue«*. lame'» raw-h nt 
Xamaka, AlU-iU M Axeltue »aul he 
wa» very much »urpn»e*l lu see such 
a splendid eoilertion of iVlch/rons in 
Canada Nowhere in the world, he 
•aid, could they be equalled in number» 
and quality. Never before had hr »m*h 
ihmi.»!*; M nf***d|iug I « *ight of

I r*M|uce IVrcherons the equal in every 
re»|*ee| to those grown m la* I Vrc lie. 
The coll, climate and the wonderfully 
nutritive qualities of the | raine grass**» 
uf XV«-»| eru t'anada, judge*! by the 
quality of the horse» produced on the 
Bar I' an*! Xamaka mac hen are, in hi» 
opinion, »pl* mildly adapte*l to horse 
raiding; and if t'anadtau breezier» se 
rule the l«e»t sire* they sh*»uhl umloullt 
edly l»e able to | rod lire the very best 
I Vf** her ou hume» M. Aveline wa» |*ai 
llrulally 1 l*-a»ed with the quality of 
feel an«l l*oar «if the hoi»e» ween at Ho
llar I' and Xamaka A» to sire he 
wa» inclined to l»e eon»**rx atixe, and 
rather deprecated the tendency he ub 
•erved nil »»ver I lu* American continent 
to I rre*K a heavier type of IVrrheron 
than that favored in Kvuurr **ln wy 
*uuntry,** hr *aid, **we think a horse

x«*t

VUs at Ws mm 1

high clans registered wares on one 
ranch, iNinhaw » the biggest IVreher 
on breed*#» m tin Vailed Blates. have 
sot wore than feftera marcs, and Mr, 
White, the president of the A wet teas 
f Vrc heron hcirty, has only oar ten 
head. In Kmwre lær» are no large 
horse ranches. Breeder», as a rule, herp 
only stallion» while the wares are in 
looroiw of the «well tenant Urn.t* 
The swall farmer* rotate all their felly 
colts. Skirt* tew pled by high prices 
,Jrmi by foreign buyers; l.ut the horse 

sir wold at bifftb to the breeders.
olse roll I» dropped, the 

M*wrr noilfe«r» the bfàmdof, who mwes 
ed in»|'C"e I » the colt If he llhen the 
«H, he wake» the farmer a price on 
»W The breeders put fn# these rolls 
s a x et age of #2*ui tu fïVi. the farmers 
'teeing In keep the rolls le.l they are 

si g month» of age..
M Aveline l old the write# qnile 

frankly that hn v hm tn the Bar I aad 
Xamaka ranches had completely « hang 
ed hi» opinion regarding the pos»ib«t* 
tins of breeding I be- best » Is»* «d I Vf 
cheron» in t'anada lie dud he wa» 
convinced that Western Vanada eonld

A» ow a» a

agf*

I» «heavy eaongh if he weighs l.lUU 
anna ils. I»wl here yen alwsy» a

thought ! he desire to fsiwr big horse» 
Wight reanlt IB rows enrrifece of qwal 
Ily and action

Used Bun Pwinkir
tin in» point, Mr. lame think» that 

H I» possible to refam the most dealt 
al le qualities of the IVrrheron and 
gradually g ton into a heavier typo of 
horse *" American buye«s will not look 
at a horse uniras he *rlghs a ton,*' 
•ay» Mr I war, “and if a wan «owes in 
bay I «roches you cannot oSer him 
peers. Weight w a cow weeding 
feature of the iVlchrioue produced on 
the Bar I Bench during the last few 
yewm ** Irate * * the Hat V horse 
which won the championship at K4n«a 
loa last summer, is seven years old 
and weighed 2 IV» |>Min<!* Many of 
the best wares on the Her I* are in the 
ton chw», awl there h an indirotma 
lh»l »e>e ha» been obtained at the el 
pease of qwnlity In fa»I theif weight 
I» largely «ccf.onled for by the fenenews 
and *b s»*i » of bone, as the waves are

U|l out oil the range ami are not a! 
lowed lu Is-voim/ uxer fat. This also 
applie» lu all Hie Bar I’ horses.

It i« not always Ihr biggest horse», 
however, that are the best, and Ueo 
I-a m* admits that one uf the biggest 
mistakes he exer wade was lu |«art with 
the horse * Hvewbourg. ** This horse 
wexer weighed wore than 1^123 |*ouad» 
ex en when he wa* in good condition, 
and Mr. lame thought he wne rather 
too small. It was nut until his colts 
came to maturity that he realized the 
real worth uf this sire. By that time 
the horse had beya for some years in 
••Iher hand» and had past his usefulness 
Alter hr left the liar l*, ** I'fesbourg ** 
never had a chance to prove his worth 
being sold to wen who kept no pure 
bred IVrrheron wires ••iVesbourg * * 
po»wnod m a remarkable degree the 
ability of tmaswittiag to his rolls all 
his own best qualities H|range to say, 
all his colts ear reded himself in sire, 
for in thi» respect he bred back In his 
own ancestor», which had the sire 
♦“ Kresfaowrg " Inched

Trace |e “Jean La Blsar '

While l«eo- I air has wade sow# mis 
lakes aad what breeder has aot f ~ 
future kietofiaae of the 1 reed ia t‘aa 
a da will le .-.s./r ia him the lu^gr»a 
••agir factor ia the latreductive aad 
laq alartnaf uf I Vrc heroes ta Western 
IVaada One only to glance at the
1 Vrc he* to» si ad book for t'anada to see 
that a large proportion of the horses 
whose name» have been wade familiar 
by their sweeswrs la the shew nags el 
western fairs were uwaeq by «loo. 
l-aac tiordoa. Iroosides sad Karts 
The ferst < sasdisn l*efcheron Wad bonk

. ubllshrd in lUl2 A second sdl 
lion is bow rontewplated The ferst 
edilioa contains the mg lei ratine of
2 I1«S *1*11100» end 2,111 ware» The
home •* 1‘resboarg ” is -Vs I ia the C'a 
nsdiae elwl book ft>is nnwlwr ia the 
Krenrh stnd book being 200sJ ||r was 
sirr*l l»y the noted Krenck horse "Be 
•iqne, ont of * * t oqaetle. * • Most sf 
Mr I«ane'• stuck trnces bark to that 
grenlosi of all sire» of the l*errheme 
breed. •• Jsee le Blanc,•• which in ism 
was a direct dsocradant of the Arabian 
home “liallipoli,** to which many of 
the best qaalllles of the IVfrhefeo of 
today are allrrbated •

Iwghiag ever the ranch record honfe 
it was aot iced that the two year olds 
all hate as we» hegiaaiag with "lsM 
Ua the Bar I all the cells bora la aav 
one year receive nswng bngieeiag with 
the eawe letter la this wanner the 
k«w of the horse «»# ware at otMNp la 
dusles the *ge Kerry horse raised 

» Mm lu» 1 has « MBWf branded on 
the neck in addition te the mg let re 
line sew I cr The brand vs covered by 
the wane, and as II weald net be as 
tired, sleep* by mnri»n who knew «I 
was there, it is no dtsfegoislloa

"
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