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TAKE THE SAFE PATH.

“ T ski; tlie safe path, dear father :
I 'in coming after you,"

Rang out iu silvery accents
From a dear boy hid from view. 

His father climbed a mountain 
Precipitous and wild,

Nor dreamed that in his foot-tops 
Pressed close his only child.

His heart stood still one momei.i. 
Then rose in prayer to Hod 

To keep his hov from slipping 
In the path his feet had trod : 

And soon upon the summit 
His/darling child lie pressed,

A\ itll rapture all Unspoken, 
l uto his throbbing breast.

“ Take the safe path, dear father," 
Rings clearly out to-day 

From many a little pilgrim 
Upon life's rugged way.

They ’re pressing close behind you, 
O fathers ! take good heed ;

Their lives will closely copy 
Your own in word and deed.

“ Take the safe path,” ye fathers, 
Nor ever dare to sip 

The cup that seems so tempting 
To many a youthful lip.
Then, if they follow you,

Your children's lives will also 
Be noble, grand, and true

FROM PEASANT-BOY TO PAINTER.

Many, many years ago—in 1 ‘286—the 
famous Italian painter Cimabue was 
passing near an Italian village, called 
Vespignano, about fourteen miles from 
Florence, when he chanced to see a lit­
tle boy seated upon a rough stone, oc­
cupied in drawing, with chalk upon a 
piece of rock, one of the flock of sheep 
of which he was apparently in charge. 
Looking in astonishment at the draw­
ing, Cimabue, dismounting from his 
horse, saw at a glance, from its wonder­
ful boldness and accuracy, that it was 
no ordinary ability which had enabled 
the lad to produce it with such apparent 
ease ; so he inquired of him his name, 
and, convinced that ho possessed extra­
ordinary natural genius, further asked, 
whether he would accompany him to 
Florence, and there be enabled to culti­
vate the talents with which he was gif­
ted. Looking up at Cimabue, some­
what in alarm at first, for he was greatly 
taken by surprise, the lad informed him 
that his name was Giotto di Bondone, 
his father being a shepherd living in the 
adjoining village ; that he was entrusted 
by him with the care of the -sheep 
around him, but if he would come to his 
parent with him and obtain his consent, 
lie would willingly lea ve home and go to 
Florence ; for to lea in drawing and be­
come a painter was indeed hi - one grand 
aim and ambition.

Admiring the boy’s dutifulness, and 
struck by his frank and open manner. 
Cimabue accordingly agreed to go with 
Giotto to the village ; and arrived there, 
it was not long before he had learned 
much about the lad which still further 
impressed him with his capabilities.

It appeared that Giotto was at this 
time only ten years of age, and from his 
earliest years had been remarkable not 
only for his wonderful intelligence, and 
for great vivacity and spirit in all his 
childish doings, but the abilities which 
he had often shown in rough drawings 
and designs—now on stones, now in 
sand, now on the earth—were, even
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wltelming him at this moment. that 
Cimalme approached him. and a- load 
him why he wept.

"It is," he replied. “ liera list • of the 
sorrow T feel when thinkilv' of the 1 ne, 
long time that must elapse, hefnre I - hall 
be ,able to produce such a ma terpens 
as this myself."

It was only for a little whde. however, 
that such a seeming want of cmifidi nee 
in his own powers was to he felt by 
Giotto : nor was the high opinion of the 
shepherd's gifts, which ( 'ima hue had so 
quickly conceived, to remain long with­
out being unmistakably confirmed : for 
wo loam that within a very short time 
after his arrival, so remarkable an apti­
tude for his art did Giotto show, and so 
persevering!y and rapidly did lie ac­
quaint himself with all its mvstrir-. 
that he soon equaled Ci mainte him -elt : 
while in a picture, which ere he suc­
ceeded in producing, he exhibited such 
a true perception of grace and bean tv. 
that he even surpassed his instructor.

It was about this period that Giotfo.it 
is said, on one occasion, painted a fly on 
the nose of a figure upon which his 
master was engaged, and this was i x- 
ecuted so naturally, that when ( 'imahue 
returned to the studio to re -ume IT- 
work. ho took it to lie teal and alive, and 
naturally raised his hand more than once 
in order to drive it a wav. before procee­
ding with his prunting. Such an incident, 
though trivial in itself, well indicates 
the marvelous progress which Giotto 
tnailc under the care of Cimalme ; and 
thus, as time passed on. he continued 
more and more to perfect himself in Ids 
profession, until at length he became so 
good an imitator of Nature, more par­
ticularly in the delineation of portraits, 
that the stiff and formal mode of paint­
ing which was then in fashion, was 
quite avoided by him and unknown in his 
works ; and even his early pictures ex­
celled in accuracy of drawing and truth­
fulness to the originals. anv which had 
been executed for two hundred years.

It was not alone as a painter that 
Giotto now began to distinguish him­
self in Florence. As an architect and 
as a sculptor he soon became favour 
ably known, while lie was not without 
some reput ‘ on as a pig t. Still, it va 
as a pilin'* r that Giotto s fame wa 
principal! v achieved: and it was as iieh 
that, while Yet comparatively voting, 
his praises being sounded throughout 
Italy, at length necessitated his leaving 
Florence in order to obey the summons 
of Pope Bond ire \ III., to undertake for
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a circle, which was o aerurate and ex­
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“ Go. sir " sa n l the great painter. “ 1 
tell you your niiistcr needs notliing else 
Irom me."

And so at last, though still thinking 
that Giotto had made him the victim of 
a joke, t lie court ier returned horn eveiv 
d ni dit fill whether lie ought to submit t lie 
i ri sign i lira n look in g ( ). with the élabora te 
design of the other pa inters which lie 
had procured. lie thought it better, 
however, after all. to send it with the 
re t, and to state the method in which, 
w i! limit the aid ol compasses, the circle 
had been made ; and il was quite well 
lie did so. for the Pone, who liimsell 
quite understood the art. saw at, once 
1» V it how greatly Giotto surpassed 
all the other painters of his time : and 
he was not only fully satisfied with it, 
hut sent for G lotto to eonie to Rome, 
where he executed not only a few ol his 
works chief among which was it ship 
in mosaic, e died “ The Nnvicella,” over 
the portico in the grand cut ra nee to the 
i hnreli of St. Peter, which came to lie 
known by the name of < 1 lotto’s Vessel.

In the year l.'illi, when Giotto was 
fort v years of age, he seems to have 
left the Papal court ; and by this time 
his reputation, combined w ith his care­
fulness, had enabled him to become 
pro porous, and he returned to Florence 
lull of honours and wealth.

It- was in 1 1, in that city where his
earliest iji-ight into his art had been 
gamed, that he undertook that which 
seems to have been Ins latest work 
namely the design of the celebrated 
Gothic tower of Santa Maria del Fiore ; 
and it was in this church, after having 
been made a citizen of Florence, and 
rewarded in his latest, days with a hand­
some pension, that with all the honour 
hefiting so illustrious a man, Giotto 
di Bondone was, after his death, two 
years latter, interred.

Giotto who has been described us 
til ing “ the master by whom the true 
art of painting was restored, after hav­
ing been lost during many years pre­
viously" wax a man endowed with 
natural gilts of the highest order, and 
e was through the possession of these 
that he achieved such great fame and 
i idles. Still, m contemplating his life 
and his work, it should never ho for­
gotten that i veil such marvelous gifts

! its were brdowed Oil the little pcasant- 
j hov needed 10 he carefully direct'd and 
cultivated : and to the1 good and shrewd 

j Cimabue was the great painter not a 
little indebted for the eminence to 
w Inch lie attained.

i ---------
Tin good accomplished with steel 

pens is incalcnlahkN hut the cost of a 
box of I'Etcibrook's is only nominal.

Tm power which wealth confers, 
should be exercised in the pleasure of 
doing good.

BUSINESS DEPARTMENT.

\t i \ \Nin.i; Dixnx.t Frog —We note 
with créât pleasure this most popular 
i ml biisine-s-like 'gentium m, lately gvne- 

11 agent tor Ontario, of the Norwich 
binon Fire Insurance Society, of Nor­
wich. Fnglaud. li.is been appointed 
manager for the whole Dominion, as 
vv ell as New foiitidlalld.

The Norwich Union Co. has done 
man v good tilings in their time, hut in 
! heir selection of Toronto as their 
I lead quarters tor Canada, as well as 
m the gentlemen appointed as their 
others, ; I iev have exercised their well- 
known sag icity, Mr, Dixon has the 
the confidence of all. for his courtov, 
promptitude, and ready accessibility.

American Book Excuanuk, New York.
• Ioiin It. Arden, frog, Manager. Seve­
rn 1 advertisements of tins most outer- 
prising Company may ho seen in our 
columns. We commend the studied 
perusal ol them to every one of our 
readers, old or young, rich or poor, 
for on the wonderful list of hooks there 
tin mental enlightenment and reflection 
choice may he said to he unlimited, 
md at prices within the reach of nil. 
To begin with, for instance, Revised 
Version of any of the Gospels, com­
plete 2 cents 1

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES and DEATHS.
Nut exceeding Knur Ilium, Twenty-live Cents.

.Tlnrrlniic.
IM1AKKNS HANDERS. April doth, at the 

Holy Trinity Church, (losport, Hants, England, 
11 y Lliii Rev. Cumin Kdlrup, Vicar of ltrumhill 
Wilts, ami the Rev. T. W. Pulling, Vicar of Peii- 
rn ie. Devon, uncles of the bride. Robert Thomas 
De i kens of I jitnglnmie Castle, ( 'arm art hen shire, 
net 111 St. Milan Hall, Oxford, to Margaret Eliza­
beth Sanders, eldest daughter of the Rev. W. H. 
Sunders, Vicar of Holy Trinity, (losport, and 
niece of the Rev. T. E. sauciers, Diocese of Huron.

produce MARKET.
Toronto, Juno 7, 1881.

# e. S 0
Wheat, Kail, bush......... ... ! 08 to 1 12

Dn. Spring ................... 1 12 .. 1 10
Hill lev ............................... ... GO ... 05
( >;itH ....... ....... JO 40
IVllH...................................... .................. 70 ... 75
Rve ...................... .................. 86 ... 0 90
Klour, Ini........................... .................. 4 85 ... 4 90
Reef, In ltd quarters ............... 6 00 ... 8 00
Do. foiti (juartorn ...... ..................4 50 ... 0 00

Mutton ...................... ...................... 8 00 ...10 00
flogs, t* tooth.................. .................. 8 25 ... 8 60
ItwftH, imnhel ...... .................. 40 ... 50
Oiiioim, biiwhel ....... .................. 75 1 00
('abbat'o, dozen...... ..................... 40 ... 1 00
(’arrot-H, bnnbol ....... .................. 25 ... 30
PaiHiiipH, biiHhcd ... ...................... 25 ... 30
'I’uniipH, btiHhvl .............. 20 ... 30
I’otatoeM, biiHÏiel ... ................. 30 ... 40
Apples, barrel ....... .................. 2 00 ... 2 60
Spinach, bushel .................. 75 ... 85
Rheubtirb. doz. ....... .............. 0 25 ... 0 40
I.ettuce, doz.............. ............... 0 40 ... 0 50
Onions, doz...................... ..................0 12 ... C 15
UadiHlien, doz........... ................ 0 50 ... 0 00
AKparagiiH, doz. ..... ..................0 40 ... 0 60
Chickens, pair ...... ...................... ....... ... -----
Ko» Is, pair..................... .............. 60 ... 70
Ducks, brace ....... ...................... 70 ... 0 80
(iOGHti .................. ..... .................. 70 ... 0 90
Turkeys...................... ................. 0 75 ... 2 00
Butter, th rolls ... . .................. 13 ... 15

Do. dairy ...... ...................... 14 ... 16
fronh ..................... .................. 12 ... 13

Wis.l, 11) ...................... 21 ... 92
Hay, t* ton ..................... .............. 9 00 ...12 00
Stra», ^ ton ....... ......  7 00 ... » 00


