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the pulpit of puseyism.
A Condi* Critique on o’ u rse of Sermon*

■ frettcM in the Oralr of St. Maroon*’ 
Cun,ted, by th* Set rend Jot, "J 
An««, U. It., Founder m.d First 
oj lUt tint rhood.

Li ms ltsr. Mxrrmw IticasT, D D.

Concluded.
11 we except the aupremaoy snd ioralli- 

bilily of the Pope, it would be very diffi
cult to discover nay otheç article of doc
trine .enunciated or referred to in Dr. 
Nealt’a Sermons, in regard to which tbeie 
is any appreciable difference between hit 
teachingjùid that of the authorized stand- 
ards of the Church of Rome. The apo
theosis of the Virg u Mary, for example, 
appears lo be among the most cherished 
principles ol his belief. He applies to her 
without limitation or reserve the most ex
alted descriptive appellations under which 
she has been so loug known and adored in 
that idolatrous communion. “We shall 
see her,” he exclaims, “ we shall see her, 
who, as the ancient Liturgies express it, is 
holier than the Cherubim, and more glori
ous t Int u u.e Seraphim, the virgin Mother 
of God." Now we willingly accord to the 
memory of the blessed virgin, veneration 
88 A'S*1 ag mortal is entitled to receive, be
cause of the singular and surpassing hon- 
pur God was pleased to put upon her. But 
to designate her th* Mother of Qod, is not 
merely alpalpable absurdity, but a revolt- 
iug perversion of language that verges close 
ou blasphemy, if indeed it be possible by 
any ingenuity of interpretation to screen it 
f'rou} that charge. The natural relation of 
Mary to our adorable Redeemer had ex
clusive reference to his humanity. To ex
tend it te His Divine pâture, is to blend in 
chaotic confusion objects between which 
the difference is not ouly essential but ab
solutely infinite. {t jg to enthrone a crea
ture id lbs temple of the Creator, who is 
oyer all, God blessed forever. In short, it 
is lo be guilty of idolatry.

No one who has glanced at our prece
ding remarks can he surprised to learn that 
exaggerated and unscriptgral views of the 
efficacy of the Sacraments, constitute s 
•romiueut aud pervaei,* element of Dr, 

eale's theology. ,11 ad lie followed the ex
ample of mauy of hie brethren, who, by a 
repentant recantation of Protestant faith 
piopitiated the favour of the Romish 
Church, aud now breathe the more conge
nial atmosphere of her communion, he 
would have had to make no change in his 
creed concerning sacraments, unless il 
were to add, on Tridentine authority, five 
to the number that are of Divine insti
tution. With his profound and unques
tioning deference for the authority of the 
C Lurch, that change, it may be fairly pre
sumed, would nave cost him no painful 
sacrifice of feeling, if indeed, we may not 
suppose it to have been anticipated by his 
previous acceptance of the leading de. 
cirions of the Council of Trent. Be this 
as it may. his frequent reference to the sa
craments uniformly express or imply hit 
entire acquiescence in what Romish divines 
call the opus opera turn theory; by which is 
meant that they are not only exterior eigne 
and visible seels of the covenant blessings 
xyhicjh th y represent, but that by their ad
ministration » divine aud saving virtue is 
conveyed to the recipient of them. Thus 
it is that be familiarly speaks of baptism ax 
the sacrament in which the soul is regener
ated, is renewed after the image of God, 
without ever indicating the slightest appre
hension that a single doubt could suggest 
itself to the docile minds of his bearers as 
to the truth ot so august a mystery.

And then, as to the Eucharist, the ele
ments of breed and wine, in bis eetimatioo, 
are. through a miraculous energy attending 
the office of consecration, transmuted into 
heavenly food and the cup of lalvation 
Dilating on one oecasioa on this inspiring 
theme, lie makes a suddep transition from 
the great sacrifice of the cross te its symbol, 
and expatiates on llie virtues of the crucifix 
in the true style ot a Romish orator. “His 
blessed sacrament,” he says, “ is the sac- 
lament of thé cross ; aud that which the 
strong rude faith of a former age once did 
in u fierce earthly fight, that we must do 
iu our great contest with onr spiritual Nik 
mies. In the battle of the Standard tbej 
inclosed the Host in a silver box, and set it 
up on the top of a ship’s roast, lo the end 
that the dying soldier might turn his eye to 
That, and breathe out bis soul in an act of 
faith and love. So for us. With this ban
ner displayed before our eyes—this banner 
followed by such multitudes of once-woep- 
’ ng exiles, now triumphant Saints to their 
country—this banner once conquered under 
by once weary and fainting soldiers, now 
arrayed in the white robes of everlasting 
gladness—how ought we not to follow too ; 
how ought we uot to conquer like them?” 
This paragraph bos the unmistakeable ring 
of Papal superstition, directing the eyes of 
the dying to a piece of wood for succour in 
the final hour, instead of pointing them to 
the Lamb of God who taketh away the 
sin of the world ; and this, too, from a pul
pit of the Anglican Church ! When will 
those who arroga’e the exclusive claim of 
Apostolic succession respond to the ery of 
repentant anguish, What muet 1 do to he 
saved? in the words of the chief of the 
Apostles, Believe inthe Lord Jesus Chritl, 
ni\d thou shall be saved f

proofs of the coincidence of Dr. Neale s 
doctrinal system with the creed ol Popel'ius 
IV., the modern standard ol the lailh ol 
Roman Catholics, multiply upon us as we 
advance, lie makes no secret of his belief 
that it is uot only right, but a Christian 
duty of solemn obligation to uffcr prayers 
for the dead. The evidence of this comes 
uul clearly—I had almost said ostentatious
ly__in a sermon preached on occasion ef
the decease of a member of the Sisterhood, 
lie inculcate# with pathetic urgency on the 
mourning survivors, the duty of earnest, 
iin]>Srtuuate intercession for the soul ol their 
departed sister. Did the Scriptures furnish 
examples of such devotional offices, undoubt- 
edlv Dr. Neale would have gladly availed 
himself of them. In the absence of such 
from the sacred record, hie unfailing re
source is found iu the admired Liturgies ol 
Catholic antiquity, the excellencies of which 
as models of devotion be misses no oppor
tunity of eulogising in the most glowing 
terms. Several ol these are given in detail 
to aid his female auditory, while weeping 
at the sepulchre that had just closed over

I | |
j one of tbetr number, in pouring forth their retrogression to the superstitious notions 
| supplication for the repose of Iter soul. and practices of Paganism bad well nigh 

Error as well as truth ha« its corollaries, superseded the simple ceremonial, and sadly 
j The doctrine of Purgatory is obviously im-1 obscured the essential verities, of primal 
Î plied in prayer for the dead. “ Prayer tor1 Christianity. This indisputable historical 
the dead ”—to use the words of Dr. fact is quite sufficient to unveil I be corrupt 
Wiseman”—is essentially based on the ; character ot that Catholic antiquity amid 
belief in Purgatory, aud the principles of i the shadows and subtleties of which our 
both are consequently iotimally count tied modem innovators, virtually ignoring the 
together. Why does the Catholic pray for, exclusive infallibility and supremacy of the 
bis departed friend, but that be fears, lest ; Scriptures, delight to intrench themselves, 
not having died in so pure a state as to That devoled Christian females often pos- 
bave been immediately admitted to the sess peculiar gifts and influence that qualify 
sight of God, be may be eoduring that them to render iavaluable aid to the Chris- 
punishment which God has awarded after tian Ministry aud the lay agencies of the 
the forgiveness of hii sins ; and believes, church, in their appropriate sphere of useful- 
that, through the intercession ol his bre- ness, we rejoice gratefully to acknowledge
threu, he may be released from the distres
sing situation.” Such is Popery ; and such, 
in its matured development anil honest pro
fession is Puseyism. To those who re
cognise the sufficiency aud supremacy of 
the Scriptures the aououucmeut ol such 
positions is their refutation. O how re
freshing to turn from these gloomy kindred 
systems, without one bright anticipxliou lo 
irradiate the vale of death, to those pre
cious promises that cheer, aud those 
glorious prospects that expand before, the 
true and triumphant believer, whom Heaven 
owns on this aide death, aud who, bruising 
the last enemy under his feel, departs, as 
we have seen them depart, with the lustre 
of victory in their e;e aud the language of 
victory ou théir quivering lips—O death 
where is thy sting? O grave where is thy 
victory ? “ The sting of death is sin, and 
the strength of sin is the law ; but thaukr 
be unto God that giveth us the victory 
through our Lerd Jesus Christ ! ”

The points of analogy already adduced be 
tween the practices as well as the principles 
introduced into the Oratory of St.Margarets, 
and those cf the Papal Church are quite 
sufficient to show the substantial edentilyof 
the two systems. And those features of 
Pr. Nealee Sermons require no scrutiny to 
discover them ; they lie on the surface of 
hi* pages and are interwoven with the 
whole tektnre of his teaching.

There are others, however, belonging to 
tlie same category, which, though not 
equally conspirons to a superficial survey 
are sure qn a closer inspection to be sug
gested by obvious implication. Confession, 
for example, could not have been referred 
to, as ever and anon they arc, io these 
Sermons if auricular confession had not 
been part of the discipline to which the 
Sisterhood were subjected. We possess, it 
is true, a guarantee in the unsuspected 
purity of Dr. Neale's character, that this 
delicate office would be performed by him 
with as much moral propriety, as uuder the 
best conceivable conditions, it is susceptible 
of. fet what Protestant even moderately 
acquainted with the history of the Confes
sional in the Church of Rome,—and who 
can conjecture the probable emouut of cor
ruption which no history will ever record t 
—but must view with the utmost alarm aud 
indignation the introduction iuto the Church 
ef England of aa institution which has con
tributed more Ilian any other to invest a 
dominant hierarchy with that most awful 
prerogative of the Judge of all,—the 
sovereignty of conscience, and to prostrate 
alike the civil aud religious liberties of 
nations at the footstool of their spiritual 
despotism ? God in mercy preseve England 
from being ever again swamped in the bog 
of mental and moral dar knees and degrad
ation from which, with an outstretched arm, 
He delivered her at the period of the Re
formation !

In the opening sentence of this critique 
we remarked, that the associations uot less 
than the internal characteristics of Dr. 
Neale’s volume of Sermons invest it with a 
peculiar interest ; and we should be charge
able with an important omission were we 
to conclude it without adverting to the prin
ciple involved ip the establishment ol tlie 
religious order, of which he claims the 
honor of being the founder. That such an 
association of females, severed Irotn all the 
relations of social life by a solemn aud 
irrevocable vow of celibacy, should be re
cognised or tolerated iu any connection 
with the church of England, must even in 
these days of innovation, stiike every one 
as a phenomenon of sinister omen. Aud 
here we find it difficult to repress a few in
quiries, prompted aa much by solicitude as 
by curiosity : By wbat ecclesiastical au
thority did the good Dr. organize such an 
order? or, did he assume the exclusive res
ponsibility of its ipiliatiou bimsell ? With 
what species ot formula, aud by whom 
were those females consecrated to their 
peculiar sphere of religious life? Was the 
vow of celibacy administered to them public
ly and, as iu the Papal church, by a bishop, 
or did be feel authorised uuder the circum
stances to exercise io this case the episcopal 
function, and enact the ceremony of conse
cration in private ? Concerning the veil, 
the ring, and the cornet ot virginity, we ask 
no questions ; but it would be interesting to 
know what was the prescribed course of 
duty by which the (sorores ecchsia) Sister
hood were to be regulated io their inter
course with those among whom their 
benevolent offices were performed.

Io the absence of all specific information 
on those points, it is uot of course within 
our competence to pronounce other than 
a general opinion as to the legitimacy or 
expediency of enlisting the co-operation ol 
such an agency in the work ol Christian 
beneficence. That it must be universally 
regarded as not merely n step but a stride 
in the process of assimilation to the Romish 
system on which an influential schismatic 
party in the Establishment seem to be bent, 
is qüite apparent. But the true merits of 
the question must be decided on other and 
more sacred grounds. Our appeal must be 
to the law and to the testimony of God. not 
to the traditions or the practices of man 
Taking our stand on that immovable found
ation, we have an unquestionable right, in 
the name of the Author and Finisher of our 
faith, to demand the production of a par
ticle of divine authority for the institution 
of the order in question.

Its prototype may indeed bo found among 
the ascetics of Asiatic antiquity loug before 
the commencement of the Christian era, or 
possibly among the Therccpcutœ and Essenes 
of Jewish origin, who flourished about the 
time of our Lord's advent, but thefntroduc- 
tion of such a das# into the church of 
Chiiet can not be traced either to His 
authority or that of hie apostles. It was a 
development of the fourth century, when

eoccesi in this matter consists in spending end tee » text end it dxshes out light to.me, •» F'opbel or Teecher. I’nest sad King, and the 
time d Bring the week in visiting (roes bouse j e diamond laid on the page woo Id if a stream Holy Chest, SI our Regenerator. Spirit of 
to bouse, ia —-h-£ for ibs Sunday’s ser- of eaoihiee were poured upon it. Every page ; Adoptioa, and Sanctifier, must be specifically 
moo some subject suggested io the cottages ■ the Psalms, and in the Prophets, and in the , grasped by our faith. Hence we should look 
visited, in thinking and praying much over Gospels and In the Epistles, is as il it were n little spirt tualilv where these distinctive 
thi>, consulting the Scriptures shoot h, turn- bed of precious stones like the breastplate ol truths of the Gospel are little preached, end for 
ing tor intormatioo to say likely volumes on ' the High Priest—-perpie rubies, white opals, much spiritual power and deep religious ex- 
the book shelves ; thea neither writing it down i cerulean beryl, gold, silver snd diamonds—all perience where they are distinctly taught and 
nor committing it to memory, hot having got fiaahing brightness. Such thoughts ot the received with the least intermixture ot error, 
the Subject well in head, with a few notes per- ! precious love and tender earn of Jesd»—so *n|l without disproportionate emphasis upon

manifestly present, as it he put his arms about ! ritualism. Church history will sustain this 1 
my breast and hushed mr cries ol pain, as a

which, if li ft to settle ter a tew moments, 
leaves a residuum in the apparently brimming 
cop. And we confess wc always think ot our 
friend the conductor, when there is an extra 
amount of noise in a religious gathering — 1 
limine- and Chronicle.

None are better fitted than they to miti
gate the pangs of bereavement to sooth the 
afflicted ou the bed ot languishing, to eo- 
bance the value ol gifts to the destitute by 
the sympathies of Christian charity, or to 
poiut those of their own sex whom mortal 
illuess has aroused to a seoae of eternal things 
to tlie only source of solace and salvation 
But to isolate them for these purposes by a 
vow of celibacy at any period, but especially 
in youth, from tlie privileges aud duties of 
social life,is palpably to contravene the pur
poses of Providence—is aulagooistic alike 
to the divinely implanted instincts of nature, 
aud the dictates of the soundest reason, and 
is to act without the sanction of a single 
precept or precedent of the word ef God.

Moreover, as the commandments of God 
are often msde void through the traditions 
of mau, so the manifest tendency of a 
spirit of spurious sanctity is to elevate a 
system of eateraalism and of self-restraint 
iu regard to things in themselves lawful 
and just and good, and to depress and dep
reciate iu like .proportion the very soul and 
substance of that holiness .without which 
no man shall see the Lord. Substituting 
a form, an outward shew, of godliness, 
fvr its interior power and inseparable con
comitant, practical righteousness, it ntterly 
perverts the Scripture theory of religion— 
the only religion that is pure and undefiled 
before God, snd the father. Have we not 
a melancholy example of this perversion 
in the strange contusion of Igngttage that 
employs the phrases vow of celibacy, and 
vow of chastity as convertible terms, of 
equivalent import ? Is not this to impugn 
the sanctity of the marriage bond, the ear
liest ol all the obligations enjoined on the 
human race—a Divine insttiuliou which is 
the strongest guard of virtue, aud which 
Christ adorned and beautified with his 
presence, and first miracle that he wrought 
in Cana of Galilee ? To represent that in
stitution as incompatible with the highest 
attainments in Christian piety is to charge 
God feoliriily. From Euosh, who walked 
with God, and was not, for God took him, 
down to Zacharies and Elisabeth who 
walked in all the commandments and or
dinances of the Lord blameless, aud from 
that period down to the present, no higher 
examples of sanctified humanity have ever 
adorued the Church of God, than those, 
whether male or female, who have lived in 
the nuptial state.

If after so caodid, and some may think, 
unsparing, an exposure of the grievous er
rors iu doctrine and ascetic practice intp 
which Dr. Neale was unhappily allured, 
the question were put to me—Do you not 
feel constrained to revoke, or at least ma
terially tp modify the concession# accorded 
in jour preliminary observations to his un
feigned personal consecration to the service 
of God ? I should unhesitatingly answer, 
No, How much of speculative errer may 
coexist with sincere aud supreme love to 
Christ, is a problem to the solution of 
which no human intellect is adeqaate. It 
must he referred to the judicial decision ot 
Him whose prerogative alone it is to search 
the heart. Belter exceed en the side df 
charity, than eject from oqr fraternal sym
pathies any whom Christ has received. 
Dr Neale's gross misconceptions of reveal
ed truth 1 deeply deplore | yet cannot I 
doubt that, had his mind been as enlight
ened as bis heart was warmed te the cause 
ef Christ, he would probably have been 
among the most zealous, sell-denying and 
useful ministers of the age. Now that his 
brief career is closed—

haps aid a few references to Jtaxta, speaking it 
to the congregation as though one were on the 
week day speaking to them in the field or on 
Ibe roed on an ordinary subject. Written 
sermons are statuary ; unwritten sermons are 
life. The one are like the moon beentilol 
hot cold; the other like the son imparting 
light and heat, and eonreqneatly tile, te all on 
whom it shines. Men excuse themselves by 
saying they cannot preach without book. Lei 
then try. As there are not many poets, so 
there are not many eloquent men. But there 
are few ol the clergy who could net, it they 
would, deliver without book a plain, simple, 
unaffected exposition of Ged's Word with a 
pointed application. It is because they ere 
under the delusioe that they most needs be 
eloquent, that they are afraid to make even the 
attempt to preach without book. Yet It is thii 
sort ol preaching which alone really touches 
and improves at least a rural congregation. 
The eye of the preacher, instead el being fixed 
on his book catches the ear ot the heater, aod 
an electric spark is kindled in the heart ot the 
one and conveyed direct into the heert ol the 
«her.—/fee. Mr. Oirdtsslone..

From the Chnsnsn Ad to. At v
i HALF HOUR WITH Ok It MISSION 

ARY EXCHANGES

Here a nr a tew of the W’gges live anti en
mother presses her darting babe to h,-r bos oui. j whence! Christ and the Holy Spirit have a I rouraging facts which wc gather I rum * single

j section. There is always a spiritual decline j

HAVE FAITH IN GOD;

There's a fullness in God’s mercy,
Like the fullness of the sea,

There’s a kindness m (He’s justice 
W Licit is more .than liberty. .

There’s no place where earthly sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven ;

There’s no place where earthly tailings. 
Have inch kindly judgment given.

For the love of God is broader 
Than the measure ol man’s mind ;

And the heart ol the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind.

But we make his love too narrow 
By false limits ol our own ;

And we magnify hit strictness 
With a seal he will not own.

Pinirg souls ! Come nearer Jesus ;
Come, but come not doubting thus ;

Come with leith that trusts more freely 
His great I en àê roc as for us.

If onr love were hot more simple.
We should take him ot his word ;

Aod our lives would be ell tunthioe 
In the sweetness of our Lord.

—Faber.

No tongue can tell the thoughts and ecslacies. 
How T do learn the infinitude ol goodness, 
and the glorioosoesa ol holiness ! The beauty 
and excellence ol divine truth, how they reach 
upward into heaven and spread out beyond the 
stars, and go down to the greet deeps. The 
length, the height, and the breadth of the love 
of God! When Jesus comae to me so mightily 
in my pom and sogoish and lifts me so above it 
can I doubt that be delivered the Hebrews, 
Ircm their fiery Inrnsce • When he so listens 
the jaws ol agony that they cannot devour my

No farther seek his merits to disclose,
Or draw his i faillies from their dr sd abode :
There they alike in trembling hope repose,
The bosom ol his Esther, and his God.
But, as has been well said, The maxim 

of the Christian must be, for error no mer
cy ; for tlie erring, all compassion. Most 
cordially adopting that sentiment, I cannot 
more appropriately close than in the forci
ble words of an illustrious preacher, uttered 
a quarter of a century ago, but unhappily 
applicable, with increased emphasis, at the 
present period.

“ The progress of Popery is now formid- 
ibly visible in England. Popish chapels 

are yearly increasing in number. Monas
teries are planted in various parts of the 
realm. An Institute has been formed lo 
tpread popish publications. Legislative 
power, which includes all other power, has 
been largely obtained. The actual estab
lishment of the Popish Church iu Ireland 
by the national revenues is more than ru
moured ; and, last and most sinister sign of 
all, upwards of two hundred Protestant 
clergy, to the scandal of the Church and 
their own irreparable shame, have gone 
over to Popery.

“ 1 demand, is not this a time which calls 
upon tbs clergy to remember their vows ; 
which calls upon every Christian man to 
resist religious error ; and which pre-emi
nently requires the authorities of the 
Church to put forth all their strength in 
rebuke and remonstrance against evils of 
doctrine aud practice, wlycb, whether insi
diously working within her walls, or inso
lently menacing tram without ; if success
ful, must strip the Empire of its Religion ?"

A WORD TO CLERGYMEN.

The man who baa been toiling all the week 
under a hot inn or a pouring rain must on a 
Sunday have a lively lesion if he is to learn 
anything from it. He require» to be apoktn 
to rather than read to—te be spoken to not jm 
the language of the student, but in common
place, intelligible words, such as men i 
every day when they talk with one another. 
Such aort of style may, ii good jndgmoat be 
used, be adopted without betraying the speak
er, as tome people tear may happen, into ir
reverence or even vulgarity. The vecret of

MAKING TUB BED IN SICKNESS.

aosr. SIXTH u. u.

Yesterday I spent two hoar» in the chamber 
of a devoted man of God, and convened with 
him on the subject of hie religious experiences 
under the severest trials ol long continued ill
ness. His state ol mind were so instructive, 
and withal so similar in some pointa to some 
of my own several months ago, that I made 
notes of many of hi* statements. It hai 
now occurred to me that as bis words so 
greatly comforted and edified me, they might 
also profit my fellow Christiana.

A word should be said preliminary. He
t fine scholar, a good business man, a 

local preacher of skill .and power, an earnest 
advocate and a trustful witness of the doctrine 
of present sanctifiaation. His intelligence, bia 
piety, and his business habita are inch aa fit 
him for all the occasions of life. And hie so
cial qualities make him an admirably |and a 
desired companion and associate ia the most 
refined circles. He baa suffered trom broken 
health for many years, but yet he has continu
ed to do a large work ol evangelist preaching ; 
to keep up with the progress of the age in sci
entific )and literary accomplishment» ; and to 
carry on a large and successful, though .an in
tricate btuineaa. In fact among my many ac
quaintance» I know few men who are bis superi
or, either in natural or graciously bestowed gilts 
or in uselnlnesx! For nearly five months pre
vious to this date he baa been confined mostly 
to bis room—not entirely to his bed.

1 found him walking his double parlor—trav
eling ae be said miles land miles a day. The 
inclement winter confining him as closely al
most as a broken leg would have done.

We conversed a moment on the light topics 
of the day. And then neither of ue could 
avoid relerenee to his afflicting and painful 
confinement. “ Well," said be, ’ it does 
seem hard, if you look at it in one way 
to be shut up here in pain. But in ano
ther light it is all glory. I am often thrown 
into paroxysme of agony perfectly inconceiv
able—every fiber ol the flesh as it torn by red 
hot pincers, searing and blistering as they 
seem to pull the muscles into threads ; emart- 
ngjand aching and stinging worse than the fire 

of nettles. But in the midst ot this pain there 
would come each a power ol Divine love, such 
swift sympathies of the Holy Gheet, such ten
der comforting» ol Jesus himself, as I never 
imagined the human soul could know or led. It 
seems as if the whole house was filled with a 
sea ol heavenly glory, so lull aa to be ready to 
burst. And it is all for me. Oh, such a 
whiteness of light, snch a radiance ol brilliancy 
the nerves, every one ot them, dance for very 
joy. I am bathed sad float and swim and revel 
in the effulgence of glory. Every sense in
deed ia transported and thrills under the bur
den of delight and ecstacy. Not only the eye 
is ravished, but (the ear bears transporting mu
sic, and the whole body thrills with delight, so 
as to make the flesh dance in all its bones.

“ Then I have such a sense of the divine, 
spiritual meaning ot the Word ol God, as 
makes me imagine—yet I do not know as it 
imagination at all—that the angels ere talking 
with ms* Oh, it is better than angels, it ia 
the bleeeedComlorter taking the thugs of God 
and showing them to me. I open the Bible

peace, can I doubt that he shut the mouths of 
the.lions, when Daniel was cast into their den • 
Oh how I writhe in torment ol body and exult 
in rapture» of soul ; how 1 sink into depths of 
anguish by the flesh, but rise to the height» of 
joy on the wings ot a spiritual faith !

* * It would hardly profit to name my paiua. 
One term of suffering may be enough. Some
times a horrid nightmere cornea over me. 1 
seem stretched out from Ohio to New York 
and a heavy railway freight train iv running 
from my leet toward my bead, crushing, jar
ring, rumbling, boonring, like h great avalan
che of ehiUiag ice. Yet snch tormenting an
ticipations ol a slow death only kindle my fer
vor and make my love for Jesus blsze into 
transports. No music could so ravish, no soil
ness ol touch could so thrill, no taste of sweet
ness could so exbilerata. God’s baud is Aver 
me. His arms are uuder me and -his pretence 
is ineffable, how near, how pitying, how lov
ing ! A chariot of rase leaves waited, by the 
•pioy Zephyrs ol ‘ Araby the blest ’ could not 
make such a couch tor my soul."

Such were some of hie words. Others were 
as lull ol comfort. I said, Let me live with 
God and enjoy him forever.—Central Advocate.

secondary place in preaching , and there is al- j halt-hour", " glance” at a lew ot the latest mi,• 
way, a revival when the 1 whole council of i aionary reports which have reached our (able 
God." the Father, Son. and Spirit, ia faithfully i The Go,pel of Mark has |u»t been printed 
presented in the pulpit. Of many individual in Japanese, and the' liospel of John will he 
believers it may be truthfully said that their^ finished in a month. Malihew aud Luke arc 
spiritual life is feeble end sickly because they j also nearly ready lor the pres, 
fail to grasp- Christ aad the Comforter in all I A Hindoo convert ol eighty five years, wii > 
their distinct offices. Thousands *re faintlv | has recently died, when an eminent example

LET THEM BREACH.

“ Pi of. 8. C. Bartlett uses up four columns 
of the Chioago Alitante in arguing that the 
New Testament prohibits women from preach
ing."

Yea ; and while men are learnedly arguing 
against the preaching ol women, and trying to 
defend the pulpit as if it igrre menaced by an 
army of Evea, the devoted Mill Smiley, Miss 
Van Colt, Paynter, and other godly women, 
are leading poor sinners to Jesus. The Savior 
seems to receive as willingly end prrdon as 
graciously the sinner who is led to bis leet 
by a woman’s gentle hand, as the one who 
comes in any other way. The Holy Spirit 
does not seem to refuse his sanction and pow
er to the Gospel message because a woman’s 
eloquent tongue proclaims it, but it proves, 
as ever the grower ot God unto salvation to 
every one that belieretk.

So long as there are impenitent sinner» who 
ait unsaved aad untouched under the aladow 
of maroulioe pulpits all over the land, so long 

should be glad to have any warm heart 
follow the impulses ol Divine love, and help 
ns to rescue them, without caring to ask sex or 
name.

I*t women preach |the gospel il they want 
to do it and can do it. If they do aa well in 
their first attempts as did the woman of Sama
ria and the besotiful trinity of Marys, let us 
rajoice with them and help to glorify the 
blessed Mailer.

The very tact that so many ministers fail so 
miserably in their work is sufficient reason

by women should show them by the noble 
rivalry of constraining Hive lor souls, how to 
reach aod win and save them, and thus make 
effectual the agency employed.

We will be content to let the I-ord send by 
whom be will, only so that glowing hearts and 
ministering hands be ever ready to suffer and 
do his righteous will, and find a proper and 
worthy sphere in which to serve the purposes 
of the King of glory.—Fean. .Vess.

FAITH FOR DEFINITE BLESSINGS.

BY REV. USEIEL STKZLK, U. D.

It took four thousand years to unroll the 
scroll of the sacred Scriptures, ' to import God 
into knowledge,’ in the phrase ol Dr. BuslineII. 
The patriarchal and Jewish dispensai ions were 
occupied by the disclosure aod ineradicable in
culcation oi the divine unity upon one nation 
amid surrounding polytheism To have taught 
the trioaal personalities of God before the firm 
establishment of His ooeness of substance 
might have overtasked mankind ia tlie period 
of their early theology pupilage. The first 
words taoght to every child in the .Jewiib nur
sery tor more than three thou and years, are 

it : • Hear, O Israel, the Lord thy God is 
one God.’ Faith in this truth, inches» inspired 
obedience, was saving under the dispensations 
before Christianity. It is saving now to all who 
have no higher revelation. What need, then, 
have we of any dearer or more definite mani
festation of the nature ol Ged ? Why should 
He reveal the unthinkable fact of his threefold 
personality, and require eur faith to mount to 
heights to far above reason ? This is a ques
tion that the Angels might well approach with 
bashful tread, It is certain that He has not 
taken me iota Hie councils. Here I walk by 
faith. Faith says that the higher revelatien ol 
God. and the new requirement ot faith in the 
Trinity, proceed from the gracions purpose to 
bestow richer blessings upon the believer in a 
dispensation ‘ rather glorious.’ Such is the 
nature of the human soul, and probably of all 
finite spirits, that faith creates and measures its 
capacity of spiritual good. By this gateway 
alone doe* God enter. Hence it follows that 
He would make an advanced revelation ol Him
self, requiring a higher upreaebing of faith, 
when He ehonld propose to fill us with Hie 
fullness. It wifl not now be sufficient to be
lieve in one God, as do the trembling demons. 
The Son of God, Jesus Christ, in His offices of

moving, with languid steps, along the heaven
ward path, who might run with gladness, sur
mounting every obstacle aud overthrowing 
every foe by their resistless momentum if they 
would only persistently endeavor to ‘ know the 
exceeding greatness of Christ's |>ower to us ward 
who believe. Thousands ot sincere aoula are 
harassed and weakened by perpetual doubt», 
simply because they do not render due honor 
to the third person ol the Trinity by trusting 
Him to do the work of His office, certilying 
their somhip by ’ the spirit ol adoption.’ They 
do not stir themselves up to take hold of this 
blessed assurance, and to insist thst the divine 
•eel be impressed upon them by the llolyGhost, 
They live in constant disregard of the second 
gungent interference from Wesley's sermons 
on the Witness of the Spirit, * Let none rest io 
any supposed fruit of the Spirit without the 
witness.' The natural consequence ol ibis ab
sence of ' the Spirit ef adoption, crying 
their hearts, Abba, Father,’ ia a perpetual 
oscillation between hope end leer, sorrowfully 
singing,—

*- It is a point I long to know ;
Oft it bringeth|auxk>aa thought

l>o 1 lose the Lord, or no ;
Am 111 is, or am I not ! "

Instead of this they might be exultinglv sing 
ing.—
“ O love, then imttoniless ahysi !

My sill» are swallowed up in thee ;
Covered is my unrighteousness,

Nor «not ol guilt remains eu me ;
While Jesus' blood, through earth and skies,
Mercy, free, boend.es» mercy, cries. "
I am convinced that this unsatisfactory and 
unmethodistic experience, too prevalent it 
our churches, is chargeable in pert to the fail 
ure of our preachers to specialize this bless
ing, the common privilege of all believers. 
Hear Mr. Wesley:—‘ Generally wherever the 
gospel ia preached in a clear and scriptural 
manner, more than ninety-nine m a hundred 
do know the exact time when they are justified.' 
This ie the testimony ol a man more competent, 
from personal observation, to express a reli
able opinion than any since the apostolic age, 
for he visited all bis societies annually, and 
met them in class, and put to each member 
searching test questions whieh went into the 
very core of bia being. That wea the style of 
class-leading in bia day. But as such propor
tion of conversions with direct witness now 
obtains at our altars. Tbs tellers is sot in the 
gospel, which is s changeless stream of power 
emanating from the living Christ, ‘ the same 
yesterday, to-da), end for ever. ' Where, 
then, is the failure* Let every preacher 
examine his sermons, and see whether he bas 
made the Spirit of Adoption conspicuous in hi* 
ministiy. Another office ol the Spirit is that 
ol purification. He ia the Sanctifier Begin
ning tiiia work in the new birth by implanting 
love to God, tbc purilying principle. He conti
nues it until perfect love castetb out fear. That 
this consummation may take place long before 
death has never been a disputed question with 
Methodists. That it was specialised by their 
great founder, with increasing evidence till his 
dying day, no man on the earth can candidly 
deny, alter reading Tycrman's Life end Time» 
ol John Wesley. That this magnifying of the 
office of the Sanctifier produced such Christian 
characters as Bramwell, Hester Ann Rogers, 
the seraphic Fletcher and bia saintly wife, and 
many other» unknown to fame, but precious 
jewels in the crown of Jeaua, ia as certain as 
the sequence ol any effect after its cause.

These re .alls were not the work ol chance. 
There was a distinetire laith which graified 
this prize. This faith came from preaching, 
which honored the -Sanctifier by dwelling em
phatically upon bia office, and not by the use 
ot ‘ glittering generalities' gliding smoothly 
over it like a slurred .note in music. It must 
be borne in mind that the lloly Spirit is the 
most sensitive person of the GodbeaJ. If blas
phemy against Him is unpardonable, the slight
ing ol any of His offices must not only grieve 
Him, but also deprive th* soul of ilia blessing, 
which it is Ilia prerogative to bestow. * Grieve 
not the Holy Spirit of God. whereby ye are 
sealed unto the day of redemption.—Zion lier.

ol the power ol the Gospel. 11 is list word» 
were. •• Now 1 find fsith very precious." Not 
‘ong before his death, a friend visiting him 
'omul him chanting a Hindoo hymn to Christ. 
exceedingly happy When he was reproached, 
several years ago, for forsaking the religion of 
bis fathers, lie replied, •• For more than filu 
years I have been seeking a remedy lor the 
malady ol sin ; now I have found it in the blood 
of Christ, and 1 am satisfied '*

The missionaries in Persia describe a reniai k 
able t hsistisu woman. She was brought lo 
Christ .by hearing a neighbor read front the 
New Tenement. Her attention was awakened. 
She desired to hear, and finally received' the 
truth joyfully and believed. Her desire wa 
now tor her husband. She took her New 

.Testament, with several passages marked in it. 
to him, and he also believed, and is now heroic 
in defnaae of the truth.

A Church of aom* twenty member» has boen 
organised at Yokohama, witn the knowledge ut 
the Government. Government officials have 
been present al some of the services, aud no 
complaint has been made nor ahv steps taken 
against the native Christiana.

In the school taught by Mias Kidder, which 
is under the patronage ol the Governor ol 
Y okohama, and in which the Gcvsmor's wile is 
a pupil, the 1-ord'a Urayer and the Ion Com
mandments are eomuiitlud ta memory. End the 
school ia daily opened by reading a passage 
from I he New Testament, which is explained by 
Miss Kidder. Portions of the Bible are also 
committed to memory aa a part of school duties. 
All this is known to the Government, and no 
objection is made.

In a curtain town in Turkey recently the mu 
aionariea received a pressing request lo visit a 
certain village. They declined to do so, au»
; acting the motives of the people. Hut a dele
gation Irom the village followed them a day!» 
journey, bearing a written petition, signed by 
twenty-two beads of tamilies, " begging us lo 
visit thim and give them a preacher and books ’ 

In New Zealand |tbe whole Bible has been 
translated into the language of tbe people 
Thousands, during, the last forty years, have 
been laithlul unto death, besides all lbs con
verts now living. Nineteen native ministers 
have been raised up, ol whom fourteen are still 
laboring in tbe Gospel. Liberal contribution» 
are made by the people for the erection ol 
churckee and tbe support of tbe ministry.

Tbe Church in Mila, Sandwich Islands, num
bers a membership ol 12,000. The field lias 
been divided into seven parishes, all having 
neat church edifice» and chapels, and native 
pastors ordained over six ot them. They built 
their own churches, support their pastors, and 
send out loreigo evangelists to other islands. 
In 1871 one of these Churches contributed 
$4,000 to the cause ol religion.

The whole number received into the He 
wailan Churches (Sandwich Islands) trou the 
beginning is estimated at 70,000. A Theologic
al Seminary is in successful operation at 
Honolulu.

Great news comes Irom the Melhodist Mis
sion in Sweden. We copy a report from Super
intendent Witting, made to onr General Mis
sionary Committee, aod printed in the .Vision
ary Advocate for January, 18711. He writes

We have been favored dering the whole year 
in all our stations and appointments with gra
cious revivals. Seme ol these have been very 
powerful iM-caose ol the ealraordiuary outpour

SODA WATER RELIGION.

A conductor on one of our New York rail
roads. not long since, compelled to check 
tbe singing snd shouting of snmdl Methodists 
who were returning Irom camp-meeting on his 
train, that be might hear whit hi s passengers 
said to him, was overheard to say to bis 
brakesman, • I do not think much of these so
da water religion.’

• Soda water’ is good—that is, the phrase 
is good. In regard to the thing, we quite 
agree with tbe irreverent conductor. And y et 
bow much soda-water religion we have io eur 
churches. It is'nl confined to the Method lets 
alone. We Baptists have it. and the Freaby- 
terians have it (a little ol it) and wbat sect in 
tact has it not? Soda water religion is pos
sibly better than no religion ; but better tar 
than this emotional piety, which fizzes and 
troths and pops to day. aod to-roorrow ia ut
terly vapid and lileleas (as every Sizing and 
frothing substance is apt to be in twenty 
lour hours,) ia that quiet undemonstrative re
ligious principle which holds right through, 
in whatever circumstances of elevation or de
pression. We do not deprecate emotion, if 
there be a pi inciple at bottom in any reason
able proportion to tbe emotitn displayed. 
But do we deprecate that soda water piety

Ing ol the Holy Mpirit upon tlie people. Thu 
is especially the case in several new place» 
where Methodism never before had buen 
preached. As a consequence ol this more than 
a thousand souls have been received on proba
tion during these ten mouths of the year, and 
nearly as many in full connection. All our 
elder aocietie* are steadily growing in member
ship, and iu power lor good, and several ol 
them are already doing something toward eell- 
eopport. We are gaining more and moie the 
confidence and reaped of tbe community, and 
our opportunities lor doing good are greatly 
increased. Tbe whole country it open to us, 
and if we only bad tbe means we could success
fully plant Methodism iu every village, town, 
and city ol Sweden to-day. Our greaiest difii 
cully baa been in procuring balls or places of 
worship large enough lor the multitudes that 
want to attend ouy preaching ; hut our inem 
ber», although po df, have done nobly in order 
io somewhat remedy Ibis evil. We have built 
and dedicated eight chapeladuiing the year, 
and eight more ate now in course ot erection. 
These, together with tbe lour chapelt which we 
have built previously, will give in twenty 
chapels in all at the end ol this year. The 
value ol these chs|>els amounts to about one 
hundred thousand rix dollars, which is eq >al 
to twenty-eight thousand dollars, gold, and 
this has been done without any outside help 
whatever. On these there u, ol course, some 
debt, but it is no more than we can readily 
manage.

In aoir.0 of these chapels room» for the 
preacher are also provided, »o thst in these 
eases means for house-rent will no more tie 
aiked from the Missionary Society.

Our .Sunday-school work ia very pftimising ; 
and although we experience a good deal ol 
opposition from the State Church clergy on 
Uis account, yet we have over two thousand 
children in our Sunday-schools, and a goodly 
nnmber Lave been converted during the year.

The Lord has favored us greatly ifl r Using 
up a corps of good and suitable men to preach 
the gospel ot llis dear Son in old Sweden ; and 
though their gift» and acquirement» mar be 
varied, yet are they all ot one spirit and ol one 
mind, and are doing good service in the Mas
ter's vineyard.

What a piece of work is man ’. How noble in 
reason! How infinite is faculties ! Inform 
and moving, how express and admirable ! In 
action, how like an angel ! In apprehension, 
how like a Ocxl.


