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RETRIBUTION OF SIN

thou hast vot known the
tLbuke xix 4.
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It was as our Blessed Lord was
riding towards Jerusalem, during
His brief triumph on Palm Sunday,
that He uttered these words. For
the last time before Hiz Passion He
looked down upon that city which
had been blessed in so many ways—
the chosen city ; the home of the
Temple ; the city that had heard so
many of His divine worde and warn-
ings; that had witnessed so many
of His miracles. But all to no pur-
pose ; for during the pext few days
that city would resound to the cries,
“ Away with Him, crucify Him !”
Our Lord wept over it as He rea-
lized that all His mercies had been
of no avail, and foretold the dread-
ful judgment and punishment that
would befall it for its rejection of
its Saviour. It was all its own
fault, its impenitence and hardness
of heart.

Alas !
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Jerusalem is the type
God’s creatures—

, perchance. God gives
sinner many chances, graces innt
erable ; visitations of mercy ; warn
ings to urge him to give up his evil
ways. But there is an'end of God’s
mercies, for this short, and
remorseless death hastening to
overtake us. The last grace offered
and disdained, then the all-merciful
God has to abandon us, because we
“ have not known the time of our
visitation.”” Words that verify this
flash across our memory. ' And
Jeeus hid Himself "’ (John vii. 59.
* You shall seek Me, and you shall
pot find Me” (il 13.) ‘' You
shall seek Me you shall die in
your sin "’ (ib d.
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But always and everywheretthere
have been men and women, who
really and through their own fault
have made themselves so guilty and
impenitent as to be abandoned by
their Saviour ¢ their God. This
hard and impe¢ eart is the
result of the p the habit of
sin, which en '3 them. When a
man begins t and to turn from
God, he thir will be h
master and independent. He v
not brook the commandments
““Thou ehalt’ and T'hou 1
not.”” His own will is to be mastx
There is the fatal mistake ! Free
independent, one’s own master | ves,
such is the lying suggestion of the
devil. Whereas the truth, the in-
spired Word God, teaches
most emphatically the very
gite, *‘ Amen, amen, 1 say
that whosoever committeth
the servant of sin”
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But why all this? We are
bad this ; no, thank God ; but
we should be humble and thankful
that we [ For h‘v\\' many
graces have the best us di
garded ! How many have we
not committed ! How many habits
have begun to twine themselves
round our souls, but, by God’s
mercy, they have been snapped by
our repentances and confessions.

A good man, therefore—yea, a
very good and devout man—should
fear and watch any starting of a
careless, sinful habit. He should
break it at first, lest it grow too
strong and enslave him. This holy
fear and watchfulness will make us
careful to use God’s graces and the
means of our salvation, and to obey
the admonitions of the Church. ‘And
there is one practice that will
ensure this carefulness and piety,
and it is this: to pray for others.
Pray for others, who are in the sad
state of habitual sin, and who do
not see and understand their peril.
It is likely that we know someone
who needs prayers. What an act
of charity to rescue their soul !
Let us give them of our best.

And at this very hour it is certain
that there is someone near to death.
Remorse, despair, agonizing his
goul that he has not known the day
of the visitation of God’s graces
He may doubt God’s goodness and
the tender mercy of the Sacred
Heart. If our prayers, our Mass,
our Holy Communion could whisper
hope to that poor goul, and bring
him, wnlhlng in the bondage of his |
evil habits, humbly to' plead for |
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mercy once again, ho would find it |

was not too late! What more
precious offering could we make to

our heavenly Father than that of a |

goul redeemed by the procmus

| brethren perish,

Blaod, snatched from the evil one,
even at “his last hour? Such
prayers will help to save others,
and secure for ourselves a holy life
now, and a welcome to heaven after
a merciful judgment, because we
have not stood idly by and let our
-
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HAITI NEEDS MORE
Plxll STS

Vl(?Al{-(.lm\luRAl, TELLS OF
SAD CONDITIONS

The Catholic Church is largely
responsible for whatever eduational
advantages are available in the
Republic of Haiti, according ‘to
Mgr. Jean Baptiste Colcanap, vicar-
general of the diocese of Cape
Haitian, who is in Washington
enroute to Europe. Educational
standards in Haiti as compared
with the United States, for example,
are pot high and for this condition |
the pecular history of the island |
republic is largely responsible.
Established as a colony peopled
largely by slaves at a time whe n!
political morality was at an
unusually low ebb, and r'nlw(‘lw]‘
to one sanguinary revolution after |
another since it attained independ- |
ence in 1804 it is not surprising that
Iaiti today has a population that |
is 90% illiterate, |
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care for a population of
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are at least nominally Catholic.

Only four of the priests are native |
Haitiane, the rest being {
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An effort is being made to d
a strong native clergy. There
a parochial school in practically
every parich in Haiti, Mgr
Colcanap said. He deeclared that
there is a parochial school alongside
f nearly every national school
the lard and that the parochial |
school in most cases has an over-
whelmingly larger enrollment than
the other. [
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Catholic authorities,
and two for girls, and
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jed to private institutions of
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Whatever else is needed must
supplied by the Church. Teachers |
in the private schools eive n
salaries from the State the
nerican oc tion, the money
to the parochial schools is
romptls Prior to that M ne
payment was very irregular
Although a grandioee plan for
development of a system of
education in Haiti has been
proclaimed by nment
there, Mgr.

come

CHOOLS LEAD
Some
help from the
about $10 or
the entire

y‘:w.\ school. |

be

T¢

olince
I'1]:|'_
allotted

paid pr
x“|‘~ |

loud
gover ffic
Colc
the

has of

while the

at many 1
the led
schools. Mgr. (
on the fact that A ans t |
on the island send their children t

the parochial schools or employ pri
vate tut

a gy

g0-ca

rs. |
anap said the invi-

Mgr.
tation ed by Secretary Denby |
. |
te ' stan \‘
|
1

that
VO
two years ago

Churches to send ionaries
Haiti has not, apparently, met
much immediate response. There |
are not more than a dozen Pro- |
testant churches and chapels in the |
entire country, he declared. The |
only non-Catholic denominational
school in Haiti is a Seventh Day
Adventist theological school attend-
ed by twenty students. Protestant
interest in the island is growing,
however, and recently an Episco-
palian Bishopghas been assigned to
Haiti. He is there now on a tour of
ingpection’ and will return to the
United States next month

In parts of the country where the ‘
Church is unable to function vigor-
ously because of the scarcity of
priests, many curious and primitive
practices prevail—usually as relics
of the days before 1804, when
slavery was abolished in the island.
For example, the people in some of
the remote districts are very
zealous about the administration of
the sacrament of Baptism but, to
quote Mgr. Colcanap, ‘* Matrimony
is not held in honor.”

While the American occupation
has brought peace to the island, the
Monsignor said, there is a great
| deal of suffering caused by disturbed
economic conditions. Prices have
gone up rapidly and wages have
| not kept pace with the advance.
At the same time commerce has
| suffered a severe decline and
poverty is widespread notwith-
standing the potential richness of
the country.
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FRENCH PRESIDEN T

SAYS NATION Wll L. RESPECT
RELIGION

Paris, France,~''Pasteur showed
by his example how the most
rigorously scientific spirit can be
allied with the sincerest religious
beliefs.”

These words were
Presidént Millerand in an impor-
tant speech.delivered at Strasburg,
where he presided over the Pasteur
celebration and where he discussed
at length the relations between the
Republic and religion.

Addressing himself to Alsatians,
the President of the Republie took
up the questions presented by lhl-i
administration of the provinces |
restored to France by the treaty of ’
Vereailles. One of these questions
is that of the school system. “‘A
problem easy to solve,”” M. Miller.
and said, "'if one is willing to take
it up with the concern for national
interests which implies respect for

B[)Uk(‘n l;y

The President then considered the
eneral relations between the State
nd the Catholic Church. He|
«\g»lmnui that, ““the Republic was |
obliged, after its establishment in |
France, to revise the institutions
and them harmonize
with its principles and defend it
against a return offensive
old parties.”’
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scientific mind can be allied with
the sincerest religious belief.

“Too many economic and social
problems solicit, at this difficult
hour, the labor and unity of all
good citizens for them not to be
willing to remove from the public
square those questions which con-
cern only the inner self.

“The Republic is liberty under
the law. At this price all opivions,
all beliefs have an equal elaim on
it, and an equal right live
peace under its aegis.”’
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VOLUNTARY V8. CIVIC
HOS l’IlAI,b

Hospitals in lrvlund have suffered
severely in congequence of the high
prices for provisions. For their
funds the hospitals rely almost
exclusively upon voluntary sub-
scriptions and the increase in these
was not at all proportionate
extra outlay. A grant made by
Parliament in the old days to cer
tain Dublin hospitals is continued
by the Dail. This grant
only to $90,000, It is allocated
among nine hoepitals of which only
one is a Catholic institution

to the |

amounts |

A plea for enlarged grants was |

made by a number of Deputies.
Some of them suggested that the
hospitals should be brought under a
national authority. Sir Jas.
one of. the Deputies
Trinity College, himself
man, maintained that State
municipally - governed hospitals
could not be run as economically as
voluntarily man

raig,
a medical
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red.

Surg McArdle, #an eminent
Cath and the leeding surgeon in
all Ireland, giving his views on the
question, pointed o ut thatthe three
great Dublin hospitals under h-
olic management were being run on

conomical lin®ds due to condi-
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y. The are far too few
English C 3 and Irish Catho-
lics at the l.‘.,?w Bar. Of the
occupants of the High Court Bench,
I am the only one professing that
Faith, and yet, in common inter-
course with our fellow-men, conver-
sation not infrequently comes round
to religious topics, and I have heard
this expression over
‘If 1 were anything,
not so-and-so, I would be a Catho-
lic.” Pregnant words, gentlemen !
It reminds one of the Greek gen-
erals who were called upon to vote
as to which of them was most
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good example, sanctimoniousness or |

mean by careful
observation of the practices that
are distinctive of the Catholic
Faith ; I mean by clean living and
clean conversation ; and I mean by
not compromising with essentials to
satisfy the exigencies of the
moment,
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