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FIVE-MINUTE BERMONS.

Low Sunday.

THE CHRISTIAN'S PEACE.

det, and said
o ame came. and #1000 10 (26 10 e o said
vhis, He showed them His hands and His side.
The disciples, therefore hv’vc'r:egll?gr: 'I‘Oﬂnt(hh:u’)
:‘C:‘l:':“ l‘!;:crg'ba.l{; yz: (Goepol of the day.)

He stood in their midst. To-day He
stands in the midst of us and utters
the self-same words, ‘' Peace be unto
you.’” And He shows us His hands
and His side, and we are glad. And
again He says, ‘'Peace be unto you.'

To be at peace with the world is th'e
aim of many men. But to have ones
life run smoothly on, to be hindered
nelther here nor there, to be always in
the sunshine and never in the shadow,
may bring us peace and gladpess, but
not the peace and gladness that our
Lord would impart. For after His
words of gentle talutation He showed
them His hands and His side impressed
with the wound-prints of His Passion.
as if to say: ‘' The peace which ]
wish you is that which comes after
strife, conflict, and sorrow—that peace
which is the rest and the reward for
labor and endurance. '’

Yes, dear friends, ours is to strive,
to contend with self, with a nature that
is fallen, with a proneness to evil, with
desires that are selfish and carnal. To
ocontend with the world, to disavow its
principles, not to listen to its tempta
tions ; to realize and to confess that
pleasure, success, ease, money, fame,
are not the objects for which a noble
soul must seek, but that God is our
true end, and that mortification and
gelf-denial, the cross, are the true
means to arrive at that end, the way
to come to union with God.

To be at peace with the world ; yes,
I admit that it is a thing to be desired,
but only so that we are at peace with
Almighty Geod, too. And how is that
peace gained ? Ounly by the keeping
of His law. At peace with the world,
because the world cannot disturb one
at peace with God—this is the Christ
ian’s life. But so great a boon is not
gained without a strife, as the joy of
Easter is not till the sorrow of the
Passion has passed.

Our duty, then, dear brethren, is to
strive, and to keep the law of God,
that first law written on our hearts,
that law which He has given to us
both by His words and by His life on
earth, and which He still repeats to us
through His holy church.

Foolish, indeed, are we above all
others if our Easter joy is orly that of
the worlding, and our peace that which
this world gives. This is not the peace
that comes after looking at His bands
and His side ; not the joy that the
disciples felt as they gazed on the
risen Saviour, Who stands to-day here
in our midst, as He did among those
His first followers, and says to us, as
He said to them, ** Peace be to you. "

We may have that peace, my breth
ren, if we are willing to obtain it and
to deserve it as they did. We shall
have it descend upon us, if, while we
gaze at His hands and His side, we are
conseious that we have indeed shared
His Passion and Cross. May it indeed
be ours, this peacelof God, which shall
keep our hearts and minds in Christ
Jesus.

THE OUGHT-TO-BE’S.

( Written for The Ca'holic Standard and
Times by Rev. J. T. Roche, author of " The
Obligation of Hearlog Mass,” “Our Lady of
Gusdalupe,” “Month of St Jos« ph,” ** Belief
ard Unbellef,” ete. )

ALMOST UNANIMOUB.

The Legislature of Massachusetts
has just passed a bill forbidding girle
under seventeen years of age to attend
public dances unless accompanied by
the parents or guardians. On the face
of it, it seems a more or less indefinite
law ; but it was passed almost unanim-
ously because there was a ery from
every part of the State that hundreds
of girls were being brought to destruc-
tion through attendance at public
dance halls and similar places of amute
ment, Over fifty dives and dens of
iniquity were closed in Buffalo last
week, and the keepers of those dives
retorted by declaring unanimously that
the girls who frequented their places
were already ruined and depraved
when they came there, and that the
great medium through which their ruin
had been brought about was the publie
dance balls and skating rinks places
of amusement where young girls were
allowed to go and meet whomsoever
they would,

The chief of police of New York has
wade public a statement, in which he
says that “‘three fourths of the aban
doned women of the city were made so
by dancing.”” When Governor Folk
was district attorney of Missouri he
stated that over 80 per ceut. of the
unfortunate women of St. Louis became
such through the dance halls and danc
ing parlors of the city. And these men
are not alone in their opinion. A
mother superior of the convent of the
Good Shepherd assured me the other
day that a great majority of the girls
under the care of their Sisters all over
the country bad been led away from
the path of virtue through the medinm
of the dance. Statements such as these
are calculated to make earnest people
at least stop and think. Girls do not
become bad in a day or a week. It is
usually a slow process. Most of them
are weak and fall, let it be candidly
said, throngh forms of temptation
which are commonly considered to be
sources of legitimate amusement and
recreation. The devil scarcely ever
fails to sugar-coat the deadly drug. In
spite of all the countless army of har-
lots, from Herodias down to the New
York Bowery, there are those who wil)
not believe that so simple a form of
amusement as dancing can be attended
with such serious results.

WELL TO ADMIT.

It is we'l right here, I think, to make
an admission. Amongst the young
people of this day and age dancing is one
of the most popular forms of amusement,.
1 will admit, at the same time, that
under proper supervision danoing can
be made & more or less harmless pas‘s
time. Our Catholic girls, as a rule,
are pure and clean of heart. They are
fonooent, and the dance, under proper

environments, is ravely s source of
dsnger. All this I know to be true,
but it is true only of those girls who
have pleasant homes and home sur
roundings. It is the poor girl who has
to seek without her own home for the
amusement and recreation which the
youthful heart craves, who has to go out
on the streets for her assoclates and
companions, who, being shut out from
what is known as good society, seeks
those forms of amusement where all
classes and conditions of society, but
particularly the worst, meet and mingle
on an equal basis, Here is where the
real harm is done. Anyform of awuse
ment in which the innocent are brought
into familiar contact with the base
and the vicious is reprehensible, and
should be avoided as the plague. The
pareats of such girls generally find out,
when too late, that what is no tempta-
tion to them may have proven a griev-
ons temptation to young people with
the heyday of youth coursing their
veins.
A MISNOMER.

It should not be forgotten, at the
same time, that the unfavorable char-
acter of the home surroundings has
frequently much to do with the subse-
quent career of the children. Boys
and girls have frequently gone to
destruction because their homes were
unworthy cf being designated by that
sacred title., It is not always a ques-
tion of poverty. Some of the best men
and women that the world ever saw
came out of poor aud humble homes.
Riches bave been, from the beginning,
more productive of vice than poverty.
There is patience and purity, and self-
denial and unselfishness to te found in
abundance in the lives of our Catholic
poor. It is a lack of the home spirit —
a something which makes the home
different from any other place in the
world. And the absence of this hcme
spirit is frequently found amongst the
better classes, cometimes even amongst
those whom the world calls rich.
Wherever it is found the children seek
for their recreation elsewhere, and are
in constant danger of falling under in-
fluences which are never present in the
true home.

I have frequently seen it that a fruit-
ful source of destruction of the young
is the drink evil, and particularly in
the case of the mother of the family.
A dronken mother is almost too
horrible to contemplate. Can it be
wondered at that the children of such
a mother go wrong? The wonder
would be rather, if reared in such con-
ditions, they should retain even the
outward appearance of virtue. For-
tunately, such examples are rare, and
it can be eaid with truth that it is not
the drunken mother who is most fre-
quently to blame. It is the unwise
mother who has not endeavored to
make the home a real home, who has
lost control of her children in their
early years and who cannot exert it
when the time comes for her to do so.
Her task is hard, at any time and at
all times. It is particularly o when
she has reared her children without
the salutary restraints of religion and
worldly prudence. This is an old
theme, but it is, unfortunately, one
that is ever new. The French have a
saying, when a man goes wrong, “ Look
for the woman in the case'' (‘* Cher
chez la femme.’’) When girls go wrong,
look to the home and seek for the cause
in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred
in the lack of the proper home in-
fluences and, above all, of the home re
straints. It is the sore spot of the
world over, again in a common and most
pathetic form.

RELIGIOUS_I_N_STRUCTION.

The Right Rev. John Bernard Delany,
D. D., Bishop of Manchester, N H.,
devotes his Lenten Pastoral to ‘' Chrise
tian Instruction. '’ He is convinced
that there never was a time when such
instruction was more necessary.

“lvery doctrine of our holy faith
from the existence of God down to the
least Catholic practice of devotion, is
denied or assailed. Sometimes it is
attacked by open hostility, but more
by a chilling indifference, or by a bitter
ridicule of all the claims of religion.
We must, then, be ever ready to give a
reasonable account of the belief that is
in us ; first, to ourselves, lest we suc-
cumb to the temptation that beset us ;
and, secondly, to the honest inquirer
who asks light and guidance from us.
We do not maintain that knowledge of
religion is an absolute safeguard of
faith, Would that facts did not prove
the contrary ! ** But, '’ says our Holy
Father again, ‘‘ where the mind is
enveloped in the dark clouds of ignor
ance, there cannot be either rectitude
or morality. For although a man with
eyes open can turn away from the right
path, the blind man is e tutly in
danger of going wrong. "’

This instinetion should be given in
the home, beginning with the very
dawn of the child's intelligence ; but
the Bishop warns parents strongly
against making religion burdensome or
distasteiul to the little ones.

It should be carried on in the schooi,
withont which home influence will
count for little or nothing. Says
Bishop Delany of the Catholie schools :

* S0 necessary are these schools for
the preservation of the faith, that,
were we obliged to choose between
their maintenance and that of the
church, we would close the church
rather than the school, knowing full
well that if we bring up children as
good faithful Oatholics, they will pro-
vide churches for themselves in the
future. '’

This is in the spirit of that great
school builder and apostle of popular
Ohristian education, the Right Rev.
Bishop McQuaaid of Rochester, N. Yoy
who has been wont to say. “If you
build no schools for the children ot
this generation, you will need ro
churches for the men and women of the
nxt."’

Bishop Delany urges parents to take
an active intereet in the schools, and
give their children as full a course as
possible.

He also dwells on the priest’'s duty
of preaching the Gospel |and providing
the regular catechetical instruction in

h» church. He would have parents
zealous in their attendance at the

special instructions and servioes, out:

Bounclng Babies

are Nestlé's Food babies. No upset
stomachs—no bowel troubles—no
hot weather sickness —come to
babies brought up on

Nestle'sFood
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sent free to any mother,

THE LEEMING, MILES CO. Limited, MONTREAL

side of the Mass of obligation on Sun-
days and holydays that they be forti
flod agaiost the perils to faith ard
morals which comes of ignorance of
religion and duty.—Boston Pilot.

“QUR CITIZENSHIP IS IN
HEAVEN.”

Certain words of St. Paul to the
Philippians are very striking. ' Oar
conversation '’ he says, or as wnotber
translation gives it, * our citizenship
is in heaven.”” We are thus reminded
of the titles granted to us in baptism,
that we are then made the children of
God, and heirs to His Heavenly King-
dom. Thus we are encouraged to lift
up our eyes from the din and dcistress,
the trials and illusione, the tempta-
tions and pit falls of this uneasy world,
to that Eternal Kingdom where peace
reigns eternally, all tears are wiped
away, no ¢in can ever enter, and where
endless joys shall be ours eternally,
when this brief life is done. Yet the
epistle says more than this ; not only
of our future lot, but of our present
state to-day, is it speaking, when it de
clares, in precise terms, that our citi-
zenship not culy shall be, but slready
is, in heaven. What a glorious truth ;
and what innumerable and grand mo-
tives for hope, courage and triumphant
joy are contained in thete brief words.
Let us make it our constant daily
endeavor to grasp their fuil meaning
and to l1.ve in the brightress of their
divine encouragement.

Already, even here and now, we
share with the saints their joy in being
the sons of God, the redeemed oOf
Christ, the temple of the Holy Ghost.
With the saints we are made one with
Jesus, they seeing Him face to face in
the Beatific Vision, we seeing Him by
the eyes of faith, hidden bumbly and
sweetly under the Eucharistic veils
The saints are in the company of the
angelic chorus ; we walk, each with
his guardian angel, through the laby-
rinth of life. The saints rejoice before
the throne of the Lamb of God on high;
we gather round His altar at the Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass, when earth is
often transformed into a dream
of heaven. The saints are our broth-
ers, our sisters, our true and watch
ful and faithful friends. Hoaven is our
home and our fatherland ; it is the
city of the Great King Who is our
Father and our God, and we are His
dear children.

Beyond all doubt, then, our citizen-
ship is in heaven ; and so, what manner
of lives ought ours to be? Ours should
be lives of a daily gladness and a grand
teinmphant hope. We should place our
unfailing, loyal trust, in the help of
our Almighty Father. Let trial, sor-
row and temptation come with all their
cruel force upon us, still we should
look up, with unshaken confidence,
through every cloud, to the heaven
that not only shall ba, but is, our
home.— Sacred Heart Review.

CHRIST'S MESSAGE T0 THE
MODERN WORLD.

That Christ brought the message
of life to the ancient world, that He
fulfilled the sublime hopes of the Jew-
ish prophets and realized the aspirations
of heathen sages, is almost universally
admitted. But the question, conciously
or unconsciously, presses itself on the
modern wind : Has the world moved
away from Him ? Is the Sermon on
the Mount out of date ? Is the perfect
life which He lived a model that may
be safely and successfully followed under
modern, political, commercial aud other
social conditions ? KEven those who
cleave to Christianity, who believe
that in Christ alone is their salvation,
frequently lead a dual life. They wor-
ship Him on Sunday ; they trample on
His laws on Monday., They pray to
Him in church or in their chambers in
the stillness of the night, but in the
city couneil, the legislature or on the
Stock Iixchange, they utterly forget
Him when they de'iberate, vote or
speculate. In the bosom of the ir family
they vencrate His holy sacrament of
warriage, which is the foundation and
the gnarantee of wifely fidelity and
filial devotion—still, thank God ! highly
prized by those whose souls retain the
instinet of mpatural gooduness. But
outside the home in the society of their
libertine companions, their words and
actions are governed by the spirit of
Pagan indulgence, not by Christian
solf denial. Thus there is a great dic=
cord in the very heart of modern life,
a conflict which is the essence of
tragedy. Christ is and is not the teach-
er and exemplar of mwen. If we can
only define the source of this discord
and set forth the reasons of the es-
trangement of the modern world from its
Emmanuel, we shall be in a position to
answer the question : Has Christ as
real and beneficient a message for
our times as He bore to the age in
which He was born ?—New World,
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%, PUBLIC SCHOOL * BISTORY.”

T —_—

The need of Oatholics being always on
the alert to prevent the Public schools
from becoming centres for the propagsa-
tion of anti-Oatholic prejudices is em
phasized by the way in which history
has been taught in one of the Public
schools of Montpelier, Vt. TFo Rev. J.
W. O'Sullivan, of that city, is due the
credit of calling the attention of the
Montpelier Board of School Commis-
sioners to the manner in which Catholic
teachings avd practices have been per-
sistently misrepresented by one of the
Public school teachers. Father O'Sul
livan denounced from the pulpit this
outrageous method of instilling the
minds of the young with anti-Catholic
prejudices. His denunciation bad the
effect of making the school board in-
quire into the character of the teaching
('atholic children were compelled to
listen to.

Father O'Sullivap, who was summoned
before the school board to give testi
mony, furnished a summary of the out
rageous lies about the church which
were told as if they were indisputable
facts. Here is a report of Father
O’Sullivan’s testimony, as it appeared
in a local paper:

** The direct charges made by Father
O'Sullivan were that this teacher had
alladed to indulgences as being sold by

the Catholic church as a release for |

crimes committed, which is false ; that
extreme uncticn, a sacrament of the
Catholic church, was laughingly re
ferreé to as a * send off ;’ that in teach
ing history this teacher bad said Ca'h-
olic soldic rs were afraid to die in battle

lest their bodies should be buried in un- |

consecrated ground, and if they were
80 buried they would not go to heaven;
that she had called the Spanish Inquisi
tion an institution of the Catholic
church ; that the richer a man is the
more sins he can get pardoned because
priests can be bought to day as well as
they could in other days—all of which
Father O'Sullivan branded as false. He
said Catholic boys in Miss Clark's
room had remonstrated sgainst such
teaching, but she had insisted her
statements were true.’’

The accused teacher defended Ler
self by asserting that she bad only
taught what she had found in ** West's
History,’’ which * had been placed in
her hands '’ by the school authorities.
It everything that appears in print
were absolutely true this defense would
be valid enough. But because the
compiler of an anti-Catholic history
h to misrep t and malign the
Catholic church is no reason why
Catholics should tamely submit to hav-
ing their children taught to held the
religion of their parents in contempt.
—N. Y. Freeman's Journal.

OPEN MINDEDNESS.

Father McSorley writes in the March
Catholic World of a virtue, ‘* Open
Mindedness,’”’ which should character-
ize us all.

¢ Improvement, as a result of critic
ism passed wpon our work and bo
havior, is the first fruit of open-minded
ness. To one who will heed disagree
able truth, and accep: the assistance

of friends brave enough to wound his |
vanity, kindly criticism can thus be of |

great use. [t helps one to correct de-
fects, to acquire virtue, to grow in
amiability, efficiency, and in general
happiness.

* To make use of criticism skilfully
and sympathetically administered is, as

a matter of fact, not a rare or an |

heroic accomplishment. A harder les-
son to learn is, how to make use of
rough, unfriendly criticism. This
achievement seems, indeed, to be quite
beyond the power of weaklings and to
require a more rugged determination
and a stronger good sense than most of
us display in the work of self improve-
ment.
Fas est e; ab hoste doceri,

sang the old poet wisely and convine-
ingly. We bave much to learn from our
enemies, not only in the strategy of
war, but in the campaigns of conscience

too. Commonly, however, we feel as if |
we may fairly enough be allowed torest |

the matter as soon as we have shown the
eritlc to be an enemy — as though an
enemy were not likely to be as keenly
alive to cur weaknesses as he is blind to
our virtues. The fact is that, if we
have a defect, the man who dislikes us
most will be the one to perceive it first.

Under the smart cf his accusation, or |
the ating of his sarcasm, we are tempted |

to soothe our feelings with the consola
tions of well meaning friends ; but the
part of wisdom would be to cut away

the possible basis of future aceusations. |
So far as character and virtue go, what |

matters it if there is some bitterness,
some exaggeration, in the words of those
who hald us up to ridizule and sha na}?

That which really signifies is the grain |

of truth in the load of misrepresenta
tion. Seek that ; and when fonund, con
sume and digest and assimilate it.
Bitter though it be, it is wholesome
Let us do #s * Sludge ' professed to do:

* Take the fact, the grain of gold,
And throw away the dirty rest of life."”

l
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