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(Company’s stores, so they received nothing for their 
lost land or their Labor but a pitiable existence. 
The natives rebelled against work; forced labor was 
introduced 1893-1895 and the ill t re ament of the 
natives was increased until European powers were 
forced to interfere, when the condition became pub
licly known. Belgium was forced to take control of 
the Congo and no longer leave it in the hands of the 
King and his company.

The Brussels correspondent of the London 
“Times,” 22 August 1908, said: “Belgium leaders 
are anxious to share in the movement of coloniza
tion and commerce for it is essential to the econ
omic progress of the Belgium nation.”

(African Continent Continued in Next Issue.)
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were invited, and later Russia,-Austria, Hungary, 
Italy, Turkey and Germany. They agreed on a “Gen
eral Aet of the Western African Conference.” We 
were told the powers were to deal with humanitarv 
ian interests, and yet the General Act itself had 
only two out of 38 articles dealing with humanitar- 
ianism. In order to prevent conflicts between Eu
ropean powers it was agreed that all marking of new 
territories mtist be preceded by due notification to 
all the Powers. The Powers wish to prohibit the 
sale of booze and firearms, but this trade was too- 
good a paying speculation for them to create ma
chinery to dleal with their prohibition. German 
booze traders prevented it in 1885 and an act of 1890 
was not put into force until 1902, owing to the op
position of the traders of Holland, whose govern
ment feared the new regulations would seriously 
affect their trade in the Upper Congo.

In 1894 the Congo State and Britain signed a 
boundary convention exchanged for leaseholds. 
Britain receiving recognition in one part of the 
Sudan at the south-west corner of Lake Tanganyika 
and a narrow strip connecting Uganda with Lake 
Tanganyika. Germany aroused such lively protests 
that Britain was forced to give up the small piece of 
land which would have completed the Cape to Cairo 
route.

The Congo State was compelled by France to limit 
her territory on the north-east of the Congo. King 
Leopold II. let out districts to companies, but was 
careful to retain a large share of the capital stock. 
Trade increased from $9,000.000 in 1897 to $37,000 
000 in 1907, while large fortunes were made by the 
king and other shareholders. It is estimated that 
King Leopold took $20,000,000 (twenty millions) dol
lars out of the Congo.

The Congo Free State resulted from the Berlin 
Conference of 1885, which recognized the Interna
tional African Association founded by King Leo
pold IT. of Belgium, which is known since 1908 as the 
Belgian Congo. Native rights in nine-tenths of the 
Congo terrritory were declared non-existent ; this 
took away the right of the nativea from the plants 
and trees which yielded rubber, oil, resin, dyes, 
etc. ; they had no right to any animal, vegetable or 
mineral, and any European endeavoring to purchase 
from the natives such produce were guilty of rob
bery. The natives were taxed for revenue and as 
they were alienated from the means of life were 
forged into slavery by the most brutal atrocities that 
have been recorded in history. The fabulous divi
dends in rubber, with nominal shares of 100 dollars 
at one time freely dealt in at 5,000 dollars and up
wards, was too profitable a proposition to attend to 
humanitarian protests against the horrible mutila- 
tioiPof the natives.

The Congo system lasted 20 years, and in Stanley’s 
time the population was dense, estimated, at twenty 
to thirty millions. In 1911 an official census show
ed that only eight and one-lialf million people 
left, the decrease being a result of the horrible 
butchery of the natives. Stanley was more ink- 
pressed with the discovery of great stores of ivory, 
gums and oil than his finding of the lost missionary, 
Livingstone. In an interview with De Fontaine, at 
the time financial editor of the New York “Herald,” 
Stanley dreama of the lovely mansion house with 
its lakes, etc., he was going to Suild when he had 
tapped the wealth "and resources of Central Africa 
wherein to rest for the remainder of his days.

The natives of the Congo, paid for services in 
kind, had to trade the payments back again to the
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came like a meteor across a dark, sky and it 
held me tight.” “Bishop Brown is the reincar
nation of Thomas Paine and his book is the 
modern Age of Reason.” “It will do a won
derful work in this the greatest crisis in all his- 

' tory." "A remarkable book by a remarkable 
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of the Socialist Party of Chnada, with the
object of conquering the political powers for the pur-

forcing the 
of the Working clous, as follows :
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efof capitalist property la the
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of production.
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-The estshfishment, as speedily as possible, of
production for nee instead of production for
profit.
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