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Vor. XXXIX.

Editorial,

’i‘he Advisory Board of the Agricultural

College.

One of the encouraging signs of the times in
Manitoba with regard to agricultural education,
is the response niade by the agricultural societies
to the Minister of Agriculture’s invitation to se-
lect four men to represent them on the \tl'\i.'\wn"\

Board of the College. The }lt‘.ill_\ response gives
the lie Q’H('('IHQIH_\ to the statement made |y\ 30
contemporary a short time ago, to the effect that
the Province was not ready for such a college, and
the tarmers and their children were not capalle of
receiving such instruction. Such o statement,
prompted by jealousy, bhecause the cause of agri
cultaral education had been so consistently  and
steadily championed by this paper, was not alto
mg‘l‘h-‘ unexpected, because the said contemporary
was not posted as to what an up-to-date agricul-
tural colleee taueht, and, therefore, could not be
expected to write intelligently regarding a subject
on which it was ignorant The bhoard is to con-
sist ol ten members, as has already been  stated
previously in our cobhmmns, and it is to be hoped
that seven men will be selecsted by the Tarmers
and the Licut.-Governor in Council (the Govern
ment), who will he firm in the resolve that the
colleoe comrses must and <hall be thoroughly prac
tical, and that theyv will steadily fight the Univel
sity influencee on the DBoard, which we have no

will he exerted to benefit th e

hesitation in sayving
I niversity at the expense of the Farmers' College
“ LS o

representatives on the Board from the University,

mistake, we consider, to put two
one would have been ample; and there should be
at least one man on the Board who is ecither o

oraduate or undereradunate ol an: Agricultural Col-

lege. There are many such in the 'rovince, whose

advice would be worth considerahle to the Govern
ment at this stage.
I'rom a noted agricultural journal ol the States

we take the following

I'hat the farmer is cager to learn is shown
in the wonderful success attained by the lTowa Col
lege, where nearly one  thousand  men from the
larm convened this winter gt the College for two
weel st oinstruction in corn and stock judging. O]
cotrse  old-line  educators will again  be sadly
shocked, as thev have ;xllmxll\ heen disturbed on
Various occasions, by what is going on in the pro-
gressive  colleges. Some ol these well-meaning
but mistaken men scem to believe that education
is only for the seclect few, who out of their Kind-
heartedness will instruct and cguide the great ral-
bl of less fortunate ones. Despite the feelings ol
those thus afllicted with antiquated views of edu
cation, the work wiil continue to spread and 1n
tensify 7’

I'he I'rovince cannot allord to r'\]H’leH[ with
the Agvicidtural College ; neither will it help the
atuse of aericultural eduacation it the University
clement is allowed to mould the course or domi
ate the Advisory Board

We helieve the Government is sincere in its wish
to give the 'rovince g thoroughly practical farm

schiool, hut we frankly confess that we few

the University influence, which aan only be check

wated hy the appointment by the Govermment ol
three farmers, such as scerved on the Agrvienltnral
Collpge conmi lon two vears ago
I'nclosed  find' S1.50 for my  renewal You
agazine is eorand L H [VOS 5
I.edue \Hw]'al

. DAIRY, POULTRY, -\
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The Cost of Burning Straw.

\' trip through many districts in Manitoba

linds many o farmer short of feed for his stock

even o straw for feed and bedding being Very
scarce,

Several instances we have had brought to oun
notice where men Lurned the bulk of their straw
last fall, for fear it would be in the way, orv
would not burn when the spring came, never ex
pecting a winter such as we have just experienced,
or dreaming that as much feed would be neceded.
The loss

to the country through such unprepared

ness cannot be estimated in figures, but must be

,
immense, when the loss of flesh and loss of growth
is considered, which would not have occurred had
there been plenty of feed. In fact, the lack of
nutritious food is bound to have some eflect on
the progeny ol breeding animals, and will also be
felt in the rush of seeding on the horses.

It is a remarkxable fact that the bulk of the
mjury done horses and cattle in Western Canada
is by starvation and exposure, with its sequence,
stunting, while the losses with swine are in  the
main due to 1)\4,‘I'fw*<“ni§ ;Hl(l lack of exercise. The
present system of stacking straw by means of the
hlower, renders it easy to put the straw in shape,
by trimming the edges up to six feet high, thus
keeping the snow from drifting over it, so that it
can be got at casily. The shortage of straw for
winter feeding is due, not to any lack of crop, but
rather to lack of foresight in burning the quan
tities last fall that would have been so useful.
I'here is an old saying, [t's no use crying ovel
spilt milk,”” yet the lesson is plain for our future
gulaance, llzllln'll\, save enough straw for spring

and girow pienty of rough feed for fodder

The Poultry Classes at Winnipeg Fair.

\ perusal of the prize-list for the last two
Winnipeg shows, and the one to come, reveals the
fact that there is not suflicient dilference made in
that prize-list between the utility breeds and those
more particularly classed as *‘ fancy

The prizes now offered et be none too lvlz,"
for any of the breeds, if not for the fancy hreeds
and others not as well suited to Western condi
tions, such, for instance, as the Dommiques, An
conas, several of the Games, the lloudans, I sin
I'leche, Javas, DPolish, Redcaps, Spanish Ilack,
the Bantams, and possibly others ; then the util
ity bird prizes for Plymouth Rocks, DBrahmas
(C‘ochins, Wyandottes, Leghorns, Minorcas, Orping
tons and Indian Games are not big enough

The various live-stock associations have  kept
the classes in the prize-list held down pretty well
to the breeds they consider bhest suited to  the

country, and have rather discouraged breeds they

thought were not desirable We cite, Tor  ex
ample, the cutting down of the prize money t.o
('leveland Bays and Yorkshire Coach horses ; the
total elimination of one bhreed (Duroc-Jerseys) ol
pigs from the list, and the putting of the Cheste

Whites and IPoland-Chinas into one class

I'he precedent, therefore, has been established
that hecause individuale have seen (it to inport
specimens  of difierent breeds, it does not  alway
follow that such breeds should be enconraged, un

less their utility and suitability to conditions here

is demonstrated.

We therefore thimmit that either les THOey Le
awarded to the Tancs breeds of poultry, or else
that more he offered for competition amongst the
itility breeds. These sentiments may not accord

with the views of all the poultry breeders, but we
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bhelieve such are sound gnd caleulated to help the
development of the dressed poultry and egg trade

I'aney points, unless backed up by uselulness,

count for little.

The Root Crop in the Northwest.

Gradually but surely soil conditions are leading
the farmers of the Western States to see that in
diversified (mixed) farming lies the great hope of
permanent prosperity. The keepingy of live stock
1Is an essential feature of diversitied farming, and
in order to make any branch of live stock profit
able, it is ncecessary to grow crops for the special
purpose of maintaining them and inducing them
to yield the highest profits.

The growing of roots in the Northwest
and Manitoba has passed the experimental stage,
and the records show that it is one of cur most
reliable and prolific crops. Their value for Kkeep-
ing stock in a healthy, sappy condition, and in
ducing a, large yicld of milk, has long been recog-
nized. In Great Britain, where the breeding ol
live stock has reached its highest perfection, roots
form one of their constant and staple foods.

A dread of the labor involved has prejudiced
the majority of farmers against this crop. 1 Wt
it takes a great deal of labor, all are quite willing
to admit, but the crop requires most attention
alter seeding, a period of the season when the
Western farmer is not so rushed with worlk. Il
we spend much time on a small piece of ground,
we have the satisfacticn  of o correspondingly
heavy crop for our lahor

A corn field where such o crop is grown,
would make gn ideal soil for roots, bhut they will
grow on any field which yields a good grain crop
It should be plowed deeply, as carly in the fall as
possible. In the spring, after the surface of the
croand is  dry, harrow it over, and repeat in
about. a week, in order to get a tine sced-hed It
is good practice to harrow the day previous  {o
sowing, so that the plants will have at least an
equal chance with weeds

The time for sowing varies with the spring
Generally, it is bhest to finish hy the 20th of May,
nmless for carrots, which should e sowed carlier.
The seed can be sown  with an ordinary grain

36 inches

drill, by leaving an open spoul every
We have found it bhest to have level drills  that
distance gpart. It payvs to give the plants plenty
ol roon. In sowing, s<et the drill so that it
drops a seed every four inches.

As soon as the plants can he traced in  the
drill, it is

voing, and continue cnltivating as long as neces

better to start the one-horse cultivatorn

sary to keep the weeds in thorough check.  When
aboitt two inches high thin out, leaving the plants
rom twelve to fifteen inches apart

'The old-fashioned root  cellar, hanked  with
carth, is prohabiy the cheapest and hest for the
man who grows only o small quantity \ bhin in
the stable, round which the warm air from  the

toch can circulate,

makes o sale and  convenient
storing place,

[t is bhetter for 3 man to start on a small scale
and grow into the work gradually
Minn 9. IR, OS] ER
Incoming Settlers.

uring the month of April the number of free
customs entries made ot the port ol Gretna by In
coming scttlers from the United States amounted
to two hundred These settlers had with  them
large gquantities of valuable live stock and general

effects They are all well-to-do, practical farm-
ers, and will make desirable acquisitions to the

farming community of the country.




