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yRead not to contradict and to confute, nor to
believs and take for granted, but to weigh and con
sider,” — Bacon,

‘Road Dragging in
TH}, Saskatchewan Government is again this

year conducting a road dragging competi-
tion. The object is to demonstrate in all parts
of the province the merits of the split log drag
The end is attained by offering prizes sufficiently
liberal to attract municipal councils to make en-
tries of two miles of road or more, Roads drag-
ged the previous year or roads recently complet-
ed, are not cligible. To ensure maximum edu-
cational advantage, signs must be erected at both
ends of the dragged portion, worded thus “This
road is entered in the 1015 road dragging com-
petition.”’ The prizes offered in order are $150,
$12, $100, $75, and 850, in each division of 10
or more municipalities. Finally there is a grand
prize of 820 for the best road in the province,
and $150 for the road counted second best.

The significant feature to us in this competition
is not that the Government of Saskatchewan is
conducting a road dragging contest, but tha the
experts in connection with the Highway Depart-
ment are so impressed with the merits of the drag
for the improvement of rural roads, that they
bave advised the Government to spend thou-
sands of dollars annually in competitions to en-
courage its use. What is good for Saskatchewan
rcads is good for roads in the other provinces.
Why should not municip#l councils offer encour-
agement to farmers to drag the roads adjoining
their farms? Some, we believe, are already doing
$0 in Ontario by freeing farmers who drag from
all or a portion of their road taxes.

| of Dairy F
ARM surveys, now so popular in the United
States, have unearthed a mass of substantial
data sufficient to more than justify the meney
spent on them. One of these surveys conducted
by Prof. W. J. Fraser on 766 dairy farms In Kane
and McHenry counties, Illinois, is of pasticular
interest to those of us who live by the dairy cow
The figures s by Prof. Fraser revesl a
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close correlation batween the amount of milk
given per cow and the labor income of the farm.
On an average of twelve farms, where the aver-
age milk production a cow was between 3,000
and 3,000 pounds a year, there was a loss of $184
a year. Thirty-four farmers, whose cows had an
average production of from 3,000 to 4,000 pounds
of milk, made an average of $50 a year; 64 far-
mers, whose cows were between 6,000 and 7,000
pounds a year, had labor incomes averaging $809,
while two farmers, whose cows had an average
production of over 9,000 pounds, had labor in-
comes that averaged $8,000,

Could we ask for stronger testimony in behalf
of the long-standing comtention that dairy profits
are in almost direct proportion to dairy produc-
tion per cow ?

Influence of the Sire

HE survey conducterl by Prof. Fraser, which

’

substantiated so wonderfully the claims of
the high producing cow; affords almost equally
strong testimony to the correctness of another
of bur contentions—the value of the pure-bred
sire.  Labor incomes were found to be larger on
those Illinois farms where pure-bred sires were
used. Farmers with pure-bred animals had an
average labor income of O}TJ. Where grade sires
were used the income was #4890, and where scrub
sires held forth, but $I¥8,

It would not be fair to attribute all of the
difference in labor income to the sire alone, as
the man who sees the advantages of a goed bull
is likely to have his eyes opened to other pro-
fitable practices. He will feed well, house well,
and be more careful to discard the culls of his
herd. It is the same commonsense, however,
which leads to improvements in housing and
feeding that also leads to improvements in breed-
ing. No really wide-awake man nowadays would
think of using a scrub sire. Surely the statistics
that are being brought to light by farm surveys
are sufficient to convince even the most unpro-
gressive. The unfortunate feature is that the
dairyman who most needs this information, does
not read agricultural periodicals, such as Farm
and Dairy, and is seldom seen at the Institutes.
How are we to reach this class?

Swat the Fly

T least fifty per cent. of all the time spent
by the dairy cow on ture is required to
fight flies. Prof. Hugh G. Van Pelt, editor of
Kimball’s Dairy Farmen, is our authority for this
statement. If the estimate is anything near cor-
rect, the fly is a source of tremendous economic
loss to the dairyman and the “‘swa: the fly"” cam-
paign takes on a new significance for those of us
whose prosperity hinges on a well sustained
milk flow. 3 Y
The time to start “‘swatting” is now; not in
July when the flies begin to get very troublesome.
Dr. Courshon, of Sioux City, lowa, has figured
that 4,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 is the number of
flies that in four months’ time trace their ances-
try to a single fly, and this allowing an equal
number of infer'‘le eggs and accidents before
maturity. What a pleasure it should give us in
swatting the fly now tosrealize that to do as good
a stroke of work four months from now we would
have to swat 4,000,0000000,000,000,000,000 flies.
The most effective fly “swatting” around the
farm is the cleaning wp of b ds early and
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$6"T7 HE time is not far off when the cities il

actually be more beautiful than the coup
try,” frankly confessed a farmer friend when
visiting with an editor of Farm and Dairy r.
cently. The idea came as a shock to us, but b,
truth of the remark has become more apparen
the more we have thought on the matter. |y
spite of natural disadvantages, city people are
making their homes beautiful. In the city in
which Farm and Dairy is published, therc are
few residential streets that are not lined it
trees. Lawns are well kept, and here and there o
shrub. or clump of flowers adds a touch of be.,
Vine-clad porches are the rule,

In spite of great natural advantages, rny
country homes are an eyesore, And yet the city
at its best makes but a poor comparison with
the country at'its best. The park-like effects thy
are possible in the surrdundings of a well-plan
ned country home cannot be imitated in the i
cumseribed area of the city lot. We farmers can
well congratulate ourselves that our natural op.
portunities for beautifying our homes are 8o grear
Then why not rural improvement societies to make
the best of our opportunities. One man can do
much in beautifying his own home, or his own
farm, but the beautiful home in the beouify
community is by far the most attractive place
in which to live.

Cooperative Marketing
S TATISTICS recently compiléd by the Office
of Markets of the United States Department
of Agriculture, led conclusive proof to the st
ment that there is a growing desire amony far
mers to do their business cooperatively. [n the
United States there are more than 8,500 1narke

associations, 9,700 cooperative and farmers' ele
vators, 2,600 cooperative and farmers’ creameries,
and more than a thousand cooperative fruit and

produce associations. These associations com
bined do more than a billion dollars worth of
selling business each year,

Similar statistics are not available for Cinad,
but if they were to be collaborated there would b
another support knocked from beneath the olf
fallacy that farm rs cannot and will not recuper
ate. Already we in Canada have the distinction
of having the ).rgest cooperative farmers' com.
pany in the world—The Grain Growers' Grain
Company of Western Canada. The very satis
factory growth that is being made by the United
Farmers’ Cooperative Company, Limited, in On
tario, shows that the movemest is progressing
in Eastern Canada, and that the day is rapidly
coming nearer when the extensive individualism
of the farmer will yield to the spirit of coopers
tion. And real cooperation is the highest e
pression of intelligent individualism.

Farm Furrows
WO good kernels in a hill are better tha
a half-doren low in vitality and germin
inz power.

“Pay the mortgage first,” was the advice gives
by a Western Ontario Holstein breeder to &
neighbor who was thinking of buying an aute
mobile, Incidentally we would suggest that it
is much easier to mortgage a farm to buy m
auto than to mortgage an auto to buy a farm.

Don't forget when writing advertisers that w
the honesty of every advertiser s

keeping them clean threughout the season. Don’t
permit accumwlations anywhere, as it is in these
that flies breed. Let us institute housekeepers’
perfection in cleaning uwp around the stables, re-
moving. manure from the gutters at least every
day and geiting to the field as quickly as pos-
sible, or if this cannot be done, keeping stored in
a tightly closed receptacle. One Ilineis daity-
man has solved the summer manure problem by
closing in the manure shed with tight fly net-
ting ; a very good method, too.

Farm and Dairy. So confident are we of oo
advertisers that we will refund you every cu
you may lose through dealing with them if Fam
and Dairy is mentioned when writing them

A spiked tooth harrow with dull teeth is as pon
a tool as a dull hoe. Knock the teeth out anl
have the blacksmith sharpen them,

A well-trained dog may make himself useful
the pasture field. We have observed, howeves
that most dogs come in the fool class, and they
have no business around cows,
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