
ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.
STUDY AND STUDIO.

1). R.—You will find the words «if the poem “ Un
answered Yet " in the October part of I'hk Girl's 
Own Pai'KR, under the heading "Browning, 
M.ixrrg.il, or Another."

Dahkik.—You should study the elementary rules of 
grammar and spelling baow attempting to write 
verse. *' Please except this poetry," contains two 
mistaki*s, one in spelling, the other in accuracy of 
expression.

Orinoco.—By all means send us the little play for 
children and the short stories, for criticism. We 
are always glad to help our readers in this way. 
'I'hc incident recorded in “The Child’s Prayer " is 
pretty, but the setting is scarcely suitable. Blank 
verse is not adapteil tor a homely, simple talc such 
as this, and as there is nothing specially poetical 
in the lines, the reader wonders why the story was 
not told in prose. One line " Delighted xvitn her 
flowers, on she goes," is halting.

S. V. | .—We have read your essay and sympathise 
with" your wish to earn a little money by writing, 
but we must frankly tell you we do not think it is 
of the least use for you to entertain the hope that 
you could do so. The profession of literature is a 
profession like other professions, and to succeed in 
it, one must have something to say that will attract 
public attention. Your remarks on “ Sympathy," 
Though iiuite triu*, only expr«*ss what is famifiar 
fact to all. Read our next answer.

Ki.mk.—We f«vl extremely sorry for you, as an un
happy and discouraged spirit breathes from your 
letter. We have carefully read your story. One 
great source of the disappointment felt by many 
young writers, in common with yourself, is this, 
they cannot realise that the profession of literature, 
« von in its minor branches, needs training and long 
practice as other professions «lo. It is no dis- 
• redit to them if, without this, they cannot succeed. 
A our storv shows that you have not mastered 
the laws of eonstruetion. For instance, you begin 
“ It was \ inlet Hermesley's birthday," and describe 
her very well. We expect something is going 
to happen, but nothing does; you suddenly leap 
over several months and begin anew. This is a 
defect. You occasionally use expressions that 
would not he admissible in serious composition, 
e.g., “tilted the lot." But the gravest criticism 
xvi* should be disposed to offer is this; your story is 
likely to give false views of life. We do not see 
how a woman could live so as to dress prettily ami 
ki-ep healthy on “ competition fees " from, at most, 
half-a-dozen music pupils, ev«*n if fancy work at 
twopence per hour were thrown in. At forty, your 
heroine, with such experiences, must have had a 
few of the lines in her face that you deny her, and 
lier marriage, some time later, in the fashion of 
1 <tne livre, with the rich father of a pupil, is too 
much after the style of the fairy tale, where all 
comes right. Your closing sentence seems to imply 
that Violet’s religious trust and faith gained ner 
this happy ending to her troubles. But xve think 
you will see, on reflection, that this is all too unlike 
the ordinary course of events for such a statement 
lo be justifiable. In conclusion, we urge you not 
to allow too melancholy a mood to grow upon you. 
If there is any one thing you like dmng, and can do 
well, take that up vigorously ; if it is of importance 
for you to learn to use your pen, read anu closely 
study the masters of your art ; make composition a 
matter of daily practice, and do not, at present, 
hope to do more.

Mavu.owkr. —We could hardly tell you whether 
yourxerecs arc “sufficiently advanced to compete 
with other poems of a similar kind in a prize com
petition," unless we knew more about the com
petition in question. But we must candidly say 
that we arc afraid they could not take a very high 
place anywhere. The metre abruptly changes in 
the last verse—

“ I am sitting in the twilight," 
is of a different cadence to

“ But now it will seem all rest." 
and your possessive cases and plurals are mixed 
up indiscriminately. The lines are also too senti
mental for our taste.

A Manx Woman.—The National Home Reading 
Union, Surrey House, Victoria Embankment, is 
excellent as a “ Reading Society." Amateur so
cieties are often mentioned in this column. We 
think you would hear of one from Miss Anderson, 
Hathway’s, Denmark Hill, London, S.K.

INTERNATIONAL CORRESPONDENCE.
Madi.moiski.ik Jkannp Boissy, A vallon par Avvem, 

Charente Inférieure, France, wishes to correspond 
xvith an Fnglish girl of gooil family and of about 
the same age (iH). Mademoiselle Boissy would 
write in English, her correspondent would reply 
either in English or French.

Miss Lucy Harrison, ward maid at the Infirmary, 
Cottage Homes, Hornchurch, aged 21, would like 
to correspond with a French girl of musical tastes.

MISCELLANEOUS.
Avst St IS.—Your kind letters have much interested 

us in you, and wc.feel greatly drawn towards one 
xvho is in so pitiable .1 plight spiritually. Your 
lonely life in a far-away land and your yearnings for 
light in the reason that shall tend to a pure faith in 
revealed religion fill us with a strange sympathy, 
and give us a keen desire to be serviceable to you. 
Une nl the authors to whom you addressed an en
closed letter is now passed beyond the veil, and the 
other is, it seems, passing. We send you, with our 
earnest hope that it may be useful, Romanes’ 
Thoughts on Religion, edited by Canon Gore. 
Romanes thoughts used to he similar to those ex-
Cretied in your letter, but the higher light came 

efnre his end, and this little book contains some 
of the final conclusions of that powerful thinker. 
How CRH xve thank vou for the delightful present 
of seeds. All our staff were able to participate in 
the gift, and there is much friendly rivalry in our 
attempts to make them groxv.

Gvnnor a Hraosk.—i. You might, with the education 
you have received, put an advertisement in a local 
paper to the effect that you an* prepared to go out 
as a visiting governess, either in the town or 
neighbourhood, being certificated. Or that you 
would receive pupils at home (parents consenting). 
If plain sewmg be among your acquirements, you 
might add that you would go out to the country 
houses round by the day or week, to assist in 
making, mending and re-arranging clothing, or to 
take charge of children during the temporary 
absence of the mother. Cards stating these pro
posals might be placed in the shops anil windows 
of friendly tradespeople to whom you might com
municate your wishes, and who would oblige you 
so far. Snow them your certificates. You xvrite a 
good hand, which is in your favour.—2. With refe
rence to the period of “ fusion ’’ in English History, 
xve suppose you mean the time xvhen Ireland xvas 
incorporated xvith Great Britain (or England 
Scotland and Wales) as one United Kingdom, the 
Act of Legislative Union being passed on January 
1st, 1801 ; Wales was united to England in 1283, 
and Scotland in 1603.

A. B. C\—It is not true that the poet who composed 
that heautilul “ode " (as it has been classified) on 
the “ Burial of Sir John Moore " never wrote any 
other poem. We are not prepared to say hoxv 
many poems he wrote, but xve know a song by him : 

“ If I had thought thou couldst have died."
set to the Irish air “ Gramraachree." Charles 
Wolfe was in Holy Orders, and died of consumption 
while still a curate. He xvas a native of Dublin 
(171.1-1823). He published the poem which earned 
himimmnrtal fame anonymously ; and, shameful act, 
it was claimed by a Scottish student and teacher, 
who was forced by overwhelming evidence to the 
contrary, to confess the odious fraud, and to ex
press his ci ntrition. The Reverend Charles Wolfe 
xvas curate of Ballyclog, Co. Ty* one, and after- 
xvards of Donoughmore. He diet, if over-exertion 
in attending to the wild and sea tered parish of 
which he bail charge as a curate.

Chari.ky H. (St. John’s).—'You are of ax. *t medium 
height (though not for our Northern Counties in 
England), but you have probably not vet acquired 
your full height at seventeen. No self-respecting 
woman could so demean herself as to try to “ get 
a beau." It is the beau that should try to get her. 

A. B.—There is no difficulty in giving the answer to 
your query, respecting the quotation which occurs 
in Henry Drummond's book, viz.,

“ I expect to pass through this world but once." 
It is from Marcus Aurelius, an author of whom he 
xvas very fond.

Rosb.—1. If you had any real talent, there xvould be 
no need of searching for it. It xvould make itself 
evident without your assistance.—2. For the icing 
of a large cake you xvill require to sift 8 oz. of fine 
sugar ; put the same into a mortar, with four spoon
fuls of rose-water, and the xvhites of two eggs 
beaten and strained; whisk well, and when the 
cake is almost cold, dip a feather in the icing and 
« over the cake well xvith it. Set it in the oven to 
harden, but do not let it stay long or it may become 
discoloured. The cake should stand in a dry place. 
For almond-icing, beat the xvhites of three eggs to 
a strong froth ; beat 1 lb. of Jordan almonds very 
finely with rose-water ; mix tne almond paste and 
egg* lightly together; add 1 lb. of poxvdereil loaf 
sugar by degrees, and when the cake is baked take 
it from the oven, Iry on the icing, and put it in the 
oven to brown.

Poodle.—1. Of course the higher the degree and 
position a man has, the better for liiin in every 
profession, even when not obligatory.—2. We think 
that the ginger cake is baked in too hot an oven, 
and it gets l ooked at the edges, and not in the 
middle ; or else your cake requires more flour to 
make it into a stiffer dough. Opening the oven 
door is also a source of trouble in the baking of 
cakes. It should not be opened on any account 
till the cake be perfectly set.

L. H. 1 Scarborough).—Write to Miss Lefroy, 1-, 
Eldon Road, Kensington, London, W., Secretary 
of the United British Women's Emigration Asso
ciation. You must show good testimonials as to 
character, and capability to xvnrk in some way. 
"This society will secure proper protection for you 
on the voyage, and reception on arrival. For one 
or two years after they xvill keep you in view ; anil it 
you were specially well recommended, they would 
advance you a loan without charging interest, and 
endeavour to find you a situation through their 
correspondents.

Noraii Grayson.—If your joints be supple, and you 
have a correct ear, and good musical taste, you are 
not too old to learn to play any instrument suffi
ciently well to give pleasure to yourself and your 
audience, though not to become a professor.

Oi l) Polly.—You should xvrite to our publisher for 
any indexes you require, which p* -haps he may still 
have. You do not say of xvhat ueseription of xvnrk 
the slippers are required to b«*—embroidery on cloth 
or silk, crochet-work, or knitting ? Small sixpenn, 
manuals for the last two kinds of work applied to 
such a purpose as slippers.

Daisy (Russia).—Many thanks for your kind and 
correctly written letter. Wc are surprised to hear 
you have only learnt English in one year.

Faith.—Write direct to the address given for all 
information, enclosing a stamped envelope. It is 
better in all cases, when you have such a clear 
address, to xvrite to headquarters.

Shamrock.—Amongst our most distinguished Lords 
Justices of the present reign, wc may name Robert, 
Lora Cranworth (1851), Wwards Lord Chan
cellor; Sir Hugh Cairns ,.853), afterwards Lord 
Chancellor; Sir Wm. Page Wood (i8o8>, after
wards Lord Chancellor. The present Lords Jus
tices, Sir W. M. James (1870), Sir R. Baggallay 
(1875), Sir George Hramxvcll (1870), Sir W. Baliiil 
Brett (1876), Sir Henry Cotton (1877), and the Hun. 
Alfred H. Thesiger (18771. We do not pretend to 
“place these in the order of merit!" .\mongst 
the humorists, Thomas Hood-, the po«*t, was one: 
Theodore E. Hook was celebrated for his “wild 
sallies of wit and drollery," Charles J. Le\*er, M.D. 
and I.L.D., Robert Burns, poet, and Edward Lear, 
author, amongst other publications, of The Book of 
jYonsense. Tennyson alludes to him in one of his 
lyrics as having

“ Such a pencil, such a pen."
Blubbbli..—Cucumber jelly should be made, like 

any other jelly, with isinglass, or xvith gelatine. A 
good recipe for orange or apple jelly, or aspic, 
might be folloxved, so far as the clearing and the 
quantities are concerned.

AIvriki. H.—Miss Prince Browne holds « lasses for 
dressmaking and millinery throughout the year (xve 
believe) at Artillery Mansions, Yictori.i Street, 
S.W. Pupils can enter at any date. Terms for 
twelve l«*ssons, one guinea. Visitors may see the 
work being done in the studios any Tuesday or 
Friday, either m the morning or afternoon. Miss 
Prince Browne is the registered teacher under the 
“City and Guilds of London," and is also a 
teacher of artificial-flower making, tailoring, French
Kittern modelling, and making-up of straxv into 

mnets and hats.
Warrington.'—Yes, it is quite true that an English 

woman van go all round the world without once 
leaving British territory. T he course of the journey 
is from England to Quebec by the C. P. R. to 
Vancouver, from thence across the Pacific to 
Hong Kong, thence to Singapore, Penang, Mauri
tius, Cape Toxyn, St. Helena, ar.d England. There 
is an alternative route, from Penang to Ceylon, 
Bombay, Aden, Pcrim, and Gibraltar. Most of 
the journey is of course by sea, but there is a very 
long land journey from Quebec to Vancouver. 

Gkorgik inquires xvhat is meant by a ‘•bore’’ in a 
river, as in the Severn and elsewhere. It is occa
sioned by the advancing front of a tidal wave when 
it stretches across a bay or moufh of a river. T hese 
waves rush xvith such impetuosity as to sweep 
all before them. The same phenomenon occurs 
in the river Garonne as in the Severn. In mid- 
ocean it does not exceed the average surface of the 
waves by more than about three feet ; but at 
Chepstow the spring tides rise to forty, ami at such 
times a “bore " some nine feet in height rushes up 
the stream. This phenomenon occurs off Pata-
Ïonia, between La Plata and Cape Horn ; in the 
ndian Ocean, in the Bay of Bengal, and in the 

Arabian Gulf.- 2. Wc do not anticipate any return 
to the styles that obtained when Her Majesty 
ascended the thmne, and loyalty does not demand 
it; for she has worn all the various fashions which 
have successively folloxved, like every one else. 

Xavier.—Candidates must pass through a training 
college for missionary xvork, learning tne languages 
needful, and must be in good health. The age 
would be from 25 to 28; but it xxould depend on 
circumstances.

Cakkib T.—We never heard that there was any rule 
on the subject of ladies xvearing flowers either on 
one side or the other. As a fa« xve believe tlu-y 
arc nearly alxvays worn on the right side.


