
SONGS OF THE SIERRAS.

bis eyes and his brain. Such being the ex- sense of adventure, and a glorious rich-
X0rna hent?f °f Mr> MK‘!ler,S Subject" ness of passion both for brown-skinned 
«w'ifir f l y °f <?b1‘m?g .some Montezuman maidenhood and for the in-
specific idea of his work, both in its trepid military chief, which place the work
rnrl? tS~~Wh‘Ch lat‘f very- high indeed both among Mr. Miller’s

are nel?her ,nor lns,gn,fi; wntlngs (we think it clearly the best of 
his stories glVC 3 aCC°Unt °f aI1’ with the Fusible exception of Arizo-

pern, «unrf Ari^n, i, ^ T 4M

the life experience of a gold-washer from shot before the poem closes • and the 
Arizona which he relates to a friendly- Montezuman damsel comes to as deplor 
disposed farmer. The gold-washer had in able an end as the gold-adventuress of 
h,s youth been m love with a bnght-haired the preceding poem. After a courtship 

VO d rlT a fHe l '6" went off t0 the raptures of which are only paralleled
warssawand h^rriViiv tTenty^ne by '*» Purity. she makes frantic efforts to 
years saw and heard nothing about An- reach her lover, now retreating bv sea
he withfervid affer,,Shed *he ,th“Ught of along witl> his fellows, after a military dis! 
her with fervid affection. An Indian wo- aster. She follows in a canoe ; brandishes 
man became his companion in gold ven- in the eye of the steersman a dagger 
hires, and, it might be inferred, his concu- which her lover had given her as a nAen
S:rerarn™--n0On0'dlthathShe^,S s"e to be recognized® but somehow fwe 
pure as a nun. One day she challenges are not told why) no recognition endues
fi,ThlZd H h Undymg 'T for the beauti- the lover himself being lulled in uneasy 
ful blonde: he returns a short answer, and slumbers, and the maiden topples over 
takes no very definite measures for shield- and is drowned. Californian \he next 
uig her from a raging storm which comes poem in the series, has very ’little story 
on over he canon on the instant. She, amid lavish tracts of descriptor we

thestorm fre!?Zy’.dles mi8ht rather say of picture-writing, for
1 h «old-washer, fencing with Mr. Miller executes his work of this kind 

the homd remorse at his heart, and keep- more by vivid flashes of portrayal and of
his® mentarevebgoUtlfff^l0nC!te ha‘r beif?]re imagcr>'than by consecutive defining. A 
Îette Macleod 8 H ° P ° /h An" VOtary of the ancient Indian or Monte-
of herat a town n.™„ k / V'T ‘“f ZUman fa,th does any amount of confused 
ot nerat a town-pump, but, when he calls miscellaneous fighting and is slain • the
£i.snensebÜttlhed0Utht,hat 'fhiublA°0’1ling woman who '°ve6s him casts herself’into 
damsel is but the daughter of the Annette the beacon-fire. The Last Taschastas is
gild iashÎrySt’h, “"ri "T macrried' The another story of native valor and turmoil. 
b£mesShfmmhtn,hdhnkln| he A]egS of An Indian cbief of advanced age makes 
reurns tofhT y*affa,res f fur> a ra,d upon the settlers : he is vanquished, 
make of ?his thf ld‘fi dmg’ 'esol.ved ‘° seized, and put in a boat to be trans-
work of his ‘hl rgC0US and m'Serable P0rted’ with his beautiful daughter, to 

,?! hls remaining years. He is a some remote region. While on the boat 
splend'd personage in Mr. Mi!Ws brilliant he darts a poisoned arrow at his principal

°nl' "Ir,han kill, him: hebCK
at- fh SeC°nd P0em> down’ and no further account of the fate 

£e theltohnr- N,cara*ua' aP,Pears t0 of his daughter is vouchsafed. The Tale
encls Wa£ whom" y°F r ifT"' *the Jal1 Alcaidc, which follows, has 
so frpm.lhi ’. b f Enghsh have something which, according to Mr. Mil-
buster k nryesen^at,Zed “ ler’s standard, almost stimulates a plot,
ro of the ifl l f t maSmficent he- We are first introduced to an Alcalde in 
no obstacle Mr mT h“mal] la"s fo™ the town of Renalda, of abnonnal stature, 
memory æfwa îlv M‘, er loyal to bls and ofa dignified virtue equally abnormal. 
Charles^Edward ofa At a symposium in honor of the Annun-
réason Th d P™bably w,th better ciation, the Alcalde is induced-by
ploratorv SDleufrinr* W!v’ mysten°tis- ,ex" ce«ed and insidious plot, as it may be 
pioratory splendor in this poem, a daring gathered, between an advocate and a
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