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Acvotional Service,

OHORORCY CHOOH RMOD-ORA0N
By Rev. T. J. Pakk, MA

JUNE 18~ “INTEMPERATE
PLEASURES."”

A TEMPERANCE MEETING.)

Tim

Howse Reanises

Our topic Seripture contains the advice of
Paal, the older, to Timothy, the younger
Paul, who had been over the fiell and knew
its dangers, to Timothy whose experience had
been limited, and whose knowledge
the old warrior, to Timothy
Paul, the exper

wits in

nely andappropriate
no doubt, it was accepted amd 1 upon
There is a tendeney among the young to treat
lightly the advi
unfe ate tendeney, s
be stoutly resisted by all who wish to ke a
fair future for themselves,  The student at
law gladly learns from the senior partier of
the tirm ; the medieal student is
guin th
titioner : the yo
his master un-l TS|
knowledge sh )
generation eagerly learn from their superiors
m age, knowledge, and wisdom.  For it is
dangerous to refuse the counsel of competent
advisers

A LIVE QUESTION,

The question of amusements is one fre-
quently discnssed among young people,—and
in this age of rapidly increasing forms of
and novelties in recreation, it he
comes important that our youth should he
possessed of safe prineiples which shall lead
them to wisely diseriminate, selecting the

. and rejocting the evil, Surely this
rage for amusement needs restraint on the
part of youth, The passion for pleasure must
HOt congquer us, we ust master it And
part of the moral struggle in early manhowd
and womanhood, i the attaimment of this
vic Young people should constantly
remind themselves that life is a moral strife,
with God and goodness as its end, not a
scene of pleasure merely, or a low and ignoble
endeavor to snateh enjoyment and  secure
comfort.  The healthiest tone in manhood
and society. as Bisset remarks, is when people
are busy : when they are bent on some great
ideal and do not al to be amused. Even a
healtt v child needs far less to be amused
than its seniors think.  Its great idea of
Amusement is to something.  The King-
dom that is at its hest, the society that is at
its healthiest, and the Chureh of God at its
most useful stage, do not need entertain
ments, I young people will drill their mir
steer their course throngh life with the
helin of duty, they will not eare to roll Jist
lessly on the waves of amusement and self
indulgence

RECREATION NECESSANY,

When this wise view of the situation has
been it still vemuins true that recrea-
tion is a necessary part of life. The old adage
that “all work and no play makes Jack a dull
boy,” contains ||||h'h wisdom.  The absence

proper reer often produces hoth
mental dulness, unnl physical incapacity, yes,
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and spiritual decline,  Recreation means to
create over agnin, the building up of the
system when it is exhausted, says 1
from whom we shall gather
thoughts.  Amusement, which is another
name for recreati is said to be derived
from the halt a dog makes in hunting, when
he pauses to smitf the air in order to see in
\\|m|| way the scent lies.  Having done this
he starts off again with redoubled specd.
Hence, hoth th words in themselves su
gest the place that the things which they
signify should oceupy in life,  Reereation or
ant s intended for the refreshing of
order to renewed effort
lovers of
s than Jovers of God

Anmusen
our strenyg
And yetan it
pleasures, o

TWO GREAT LAWS

There are two great laws under which we
live : the lnw of work, and the law of
tion,  Man should work, and work
order to live,  In toil, will )
happiness, as well as freedom from tempta
tion.  Says the Italian proverh, * He that
lahors is tempted by one devil ; he that is
iddle, by a thousand.

The industrious life should be coveted, and
pursied by all. - But recreation, the second
law, is as needful in its place as work,  This
is hoth the tesching of nature and experi-
el God has made us capable of enjoying
ourselves.  The tirst sign of intelligence in
the infant is a smile.  The child nature un
folds itself in play and as man grows up, it
developes itself in many forms.  The uni-
o, has marks of joy and gladness.

blue, the sea ghs the flowers

TS
The sky

are strewn over the earth,
and the
Ther

on the she shadows
mountain side seens to be a cer
dement that obtains in the world around
And then, experie
unvaried and unbroken toil be
burden ; it breaks the spirit, wes
and saddens the heart. There are men work-
ing in our towns so hard that they have no
family life, v r thought
or for culture.  They are simply cogs in a
great wheel that is ceaselessly turning row
nd round—wearing themselves out before
their time by excess of labor.  This cannot
heright. Rest, recreation, harmless diversion
fit one for a rencwal of toil, and a more sue
cessful prosceution of duty.
AMUSEMENT LIABLE TO ABUSE,

Amusement has the defeet common to
anything which is right in its time and place

it is liable to abuse. Tt was the unbridled
gaiety of the age, with its selfishness and
sensuality, that made the Puritans denonnce
amusement.  But the history of that period
shows the mistake religion mukes by frown.
ing fown all wmusements as sinful.  Yet,

that some are sinful,
and cannot be nldllh..ﬂl in by the faithful
Christian or loyal Epworthian.  And what
are they !

1. Amuscments are sinful when the
contrary to the express commands
Waord of God.  There are pleasures which in
themselves are unlawful, and which are con-
demmed by the divine law.  * The lust of
the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride
of life,” with all'that the words mean, though
the world may regard them as pleasures, are
evil before God.

2 \umm-uu-mn are evil when they unfit
for work. Pleasures that tempt us from
duily duty, that leave us listless and weary,
are pernicious.  Outdoor games, for vxnmple
ought to strengthen the physical frame, and
make us healthy and strong and mul; for
work.  But when earried to excess they often
produce the opposite result, and become

sitively hurtful, If the Saturday’s play
unfits for the worship and rest of the Lord's
Day ; if the evening party, prolonged far
into the night, or the small hours of the
morning, incapacitates for labor the next day ;
if the bicycle run be taken at expense of
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neglected worship, or abandoned moral an
pnent, it r that the

things have not heen good.  Arm or ches
growth attained at the expense of min

it development is
price.  The amusements that send us b
to toil with a cheery heart and a vigoron
mind are those in wl
All others are detrimental,
shunned

Amusements are sinful when followe

as the end of life. A life that is simply play
simply amusement, is no life at all. 1t
only a contemptible form of existence.  ** \
soul sodden with pleasure ™ is o wretchel
o To be o mere pleasure-seeker is not
the chief end of man.  Amusement is bt
the ace niment of the more serions work
of life thing grows more wearying than
the continuons diversion, and no e need
amusement so much as he whois alwaysat it
He loses the pow enjoyment
Bodily strength, spiritual

wth, performance of duty —attain these,
and compel pleasure to take a second place,

and sl

SIDE-LIGHTS,

Those whe love pleasure more than Gl
will become intemperate in their pleasy

2. The desire to gratify self, whether by
ministering to appetite, or to the love of
pleasure, precedes all unlawful indulgence.

H dliness is w condition of soul. not

wmind which is more cur
nal than spiritual, more earthly than heay
enly, more self-secking than God-fearing.

4. Do not denounce pleasure as such. Rest
as well as labor is from God ; laughter as
well as tears, recreation as well as toil.

5. Pleaswre  hecomes  sin when we are
“ lovers of pleasure more than lovers of G
For whatever we love better than God, that
is our idol,

6. The Christian view of pleasure is that
we should do nothing, however harmless it
way be to us, which will cause a weak
brother to stmmble. We are in the world,
not merely to save aur own souls, but to help
others to the same great end.

7. Nothing is lawful which deteriorates
any of your powers or hinders the effectual
discharge of dut W is helpful in
moderation  bhecor rmful in exeess ;
amusement begun in recreation may end in
dissipation.

If that is unlawful which dissipates,

which corrupts is still worse your

you unnecessarily into cor-

rupting companionship, it is thereby con-
demmed, and must be renounced.

9. If what amuses you demands loss of

sty on the part of those who amuse
you, the amusement thus gained harms both
you and those who lose their modesty. Our
pleasure sntion must not involve the
shame, suffering, degradation, or ruin of any

1

10. The safe guide in recreation is the

of Christ and a knowledge of His

rd. He who possesses these will not need

a list of what are lawful and unlawful made
out for him.

11. Don't ask ** What is the harm /" but
“What is the good /" when doubtful in re-
ward to amusements.  This is the true spirit,
seeking to know what bepefit we may derive
mentally, morally, and physically.

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT,

Keep before the young people at this
meeting that religion never was desi;
make our pleasures less, but that it is in-
tended to lead the young to whaty are true,
innocent, and elevating pleasures,and to save
them from those that are corrupting, per-
nicious, and that leave a sting behind. Read
the note appended to the General Rules of
our Church which refers to the question of
amusements.  Show the wisdom of the rule,
and urge the Leaguers to be faithful to it
Mauke the meetings a cheerful one so that the
duty of attending the League may itself be-
come a pleasure,




