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average

show further decreases except as regards 
horses and dairy cattle, the former being 
70,400 and the latter 14,500 more than 
last year's estimates. The Census 
figures of 1911 are not available. The 
condition of all live stock in Canada is 
uniformly excellent, the number of points 
king 97 horses, 98 cattle, 97 sheep and 
96 swine.

ARCHIBALD BLUE, 
Chief Officer.

July 17, 1912.
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A curious poisoning case took place in 
Germany lately. Luka’s bees were mo­
lested by those of his neighbors, and the 
former protested but to no avail. He 
thereupon threatened to poison the rob­
bers if the nuisance was not stopped. 
So sooner said than done. Luka got 
some arsenic and mixed it with water 
and honey. The robbers greedily took it 
with the result that $120 worth of dam­
age was done.

Luka had six weeks in prison and a $16 
line for his experiment.

An original honey theft is described 
in a German paper. One night a pastor 
had a heavy skep stolen, and next day 
he filled an empty one with tilts and 
remarked in the village inn that he was 

| glad that his heaviest stock had been 
left him. The following night, to the 
great delight of the secretly watching 

I ewncr of this heavy colony it was also 
removed and the thief promptly caught.

FOUL BROOD IN NEW ZEALAND

The New Zealand Department of Agri­
culture, says the Australian Agriculturist, 
I has issued a pamphlet on foul brood in 

lees which should help bee-keepers to 
rope with this pest.

j The following notes on the subject will 
torm a succinct guide worth following 
by all apiarists who have foul brood in 

I their hives :—

Bees should never Ire fed with honey ; 
sugar-syrup is safer, cheaper, and just 
as good.

Until the apiary is clear of foul brood 
the combs should not Ire exchanged 
from one hive to another.

All swarms in an affected apiary, and 
all bees transferred from box hives, 
should be treated as if they were dis­
eased.

Robbing should never be allowed to 
get started.

Should bad weather set in after the 
bees are put on to the full sheets of 
foundation, they should be fed until 
the weather clears.

In case honey gets spilt on the ground 
when treating, it is well to dig over the 
ground about the hive.

It is an advantage to detect the dis­
ease when first it gets started. There 
is less infection to deal with, there has 
not been so much loss of brood, and 
the colony, being stronger, does much 
better after treatment.

On rare occasions colonies swarm out 
after treatment, but this is not likely 
to occur when honey is being gathered 
freely. It can be guarded against by 
giving a wide entrance, and placing 
queen-excluding line across until there 
is brood in the combs.

Every beekeeper who imports queens 
should destroy everything that comes 
with the queen—bees, cage and candy— 
to prevent the possible introduction of 
foul brood or other diseases.

It is a good plan to requeen every 
affected colony with a young queen from 
a choice stock, preferably one that has 
not had foul brood. This will tend to­
wards breeding a disease-resisting strain, 
and in any case the colony will be the 
better for having a young vigorous 
queen.

There is always a chance of disease 
germs being present in honey robbed in 
the previous autumn and stored along 
the tops of the combs. This accounts 
for disease breaking out after two or 
three seasons, especially if heavy feeding 
is practised. The bees not bring short 
of honey, take longer in coming to the 
old stores.

Super combs that have never had 
brood in them, and that are entirely 
free of honey, are safe to use again, 
even though they may have come off 
infected colonies the previous autumn.

No treatment will lie successful if the 
bees are allowed to get at any of the 
the combs or honey removed from an 
infected hive.
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