RICHARD STEELE PREFERS THE SWORD TO THE PEN.
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|| the French monarch, Louis XTV.

the celel hm'u-d wit, dra-
essay writer, was the son of an
h-rmm who filled the post of secretary
Duke of Ormond, and was born in Dublin
| in 1671, Through the influence of the Duke of
~|| Ormond he wns sent to the Charterhouse school
in London, from whence he removed to Oxford
1t was at the Charterhouse that he found Addison,
a youth llxmr-nn older than himself, and an
| intimacy was formed between them—one of (ln
| most Bteele
life by entering \hv army as 8 private soldier, .-ud
bis enlistment, which is a notable ﬂlmznuun of
his impulsive character, is thus narrated
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Steele had always been a fierce patriot, mul Was,
at an early nge, a hot politician. On the acces-
sion of William I1L, Stecle determined to throw
his sword, as slso his pen, into the soale ngainst
Steele’s friends

|| were resolute in their opposition to his entrance

|| sisted.
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into the xrmy ; and a rioch velative on his mother's
side, who had made him heir o a large estate in
Wexford, threatened to disinherit him if he per
Blecle was equally determined ; and * pre-
ferring the state of his mind to that of his for.
tune,” enlisted as a private in the Horse Guards,
and was disinherited. Many years later, Bteele,
in speaking of his enlistment, says, that when he
had dressed himself in the military costume of the
period—jack-boots, shoulder-belt, cocked hat, and
| broadsword—and under the command of the Duke
of Urmond, mounted a fiery charger—he had mis-
ken bis own genius, and did not know that he
could handle & pen so much more effectively thana
sword. lu November, 1099, Steele, with the rest of
the gentlemen of his troop, mounted on & black
prancing steed, his searlet gold-lnced coat glitter-
ing in the sun, and his white feather waving gently
with every motion of the proud soldier, marched
with his troop by King William in Hyde Park,
|| attended by a great show of the nobility, besides
| twenty thousand people, and above a thousand
| conches. The London Post, in speaking of the
| spectacle, says: * The Cuards had just got their
new clothes. They are extraordinary grnd, and
thought to be the finest body of horse in the
world I*

| Stesle's wit and brilliancy soon made him  fa-
vourite in the army, and he plunged into the
fashionable vices and follies of the age—which en-
abled him to aequire that knowledge of life and
character which proved so serviceable when he
exchanged the sword for the pen.
his lrmuhr raode of life, and k
mlnlnmd L ‘J things o{ whieh
repented, and which he more often repeated, h
wrote fhr his own ldmonmon a little work cn~
titled the Okristian Hero; but his gay com
unlum dM not relish thh som|-religious 'nrk




