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TV) <A« Delegates of the Annual Conferences and of the Lay Electoral Conr
• ferences of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Canada, in General Con-

ference assembled :—
.f4f.,5!!«*^''^?5^°^f.^

Bmthreit :-We are met under the authority of our Con-stitution and Disciphne, and in pursuance of this resolution of our regular General
Conference, m sesssion in the city of Hamilton hist autumn :- "«uBnu

fi„«i^1*^?rPn*
,'^^?n **»" Gen*"^ Conference shall adjourn at the close of its

final session it shall etand adioumed to meet, provided a Basis of Union shall havebwn agreed upon, m special session, at the call of the Bishop and Secretary of thisGeneral Conference to receive the report of the said Committee, and take such action

^!r**«J!f T^ ^ ^t^^^n
"«««««»'"y

5 and further to attend to any unfinished busi-

SfeSIi '" " previous to the meeting of the ensuing Annual

Ma^ rLZfTr ***^*
'lu"'" S°."?i!***« "i"

*•>« Union of our Church with the Metho-

^wiiStn pk"^ ?TJ?' *^® P"^""!*!.^* Methodist Church of Canada, and the BibleChristian Church of Canada, met the corresponding Committees of those Churches injoint session, first m the city of Hamilton, in September hist, and subsequeX U the

lh«ih«i^ ."{J^""?*?! •" rrr^^J*"^, DecemV for the purpose ol ascert^ ningwhether a Basis of Union dould be found on which the Churches might with any pro-priety be called upon to deliberate and decide. All are further aware that these C^m-
Z^J^"^^ upon a Basis which thev think worthy of the consideration of the

2?rti!nr°**'^*'^,'.7u'f^^'^ *^* °®''«" °^ y**""^ ^^^^^^l Conference entrustedwith the power of call felt it incumbent on them to convene the General Conferenceunder the authonty of the resolution cited above. And it was thought best to coS^vene at as early a date m practicable that the General Conference might first pro-nounce upon the Basis of Union and thereby save the Church, well as might be.^agitation and distraction. As Episcopal liethodists we hold as onHf our funXmental pnnciples the supremacy of the General Conference, especially in the settle-ment of questions of law ; and maintain that the unity and autVority of the Church
are m the General Conference, while it remains plainly within the powers and prerog-atives given It m the Disciphne. Since important questions of constitution and lawwere likely to transpire an early call was all the more desirable In this case theGeneral Conference had marked out for itself and for the Church a plain path clearlywithm Its constitutional functions. It had confided an important interested suS
to a Committee, which Committee was under instruction to report to the QenerllConference at the earliest practicable date, and fuU provision wm made for the^
sideration of the report and proper action upon it.

It seems, therefore to me, beUevlng as I do in law and constitutional procedure asnecessary and central to Epwcopal lUethodism, that it would be, towythe^^T
S^ To!^ «rt "^«^^ i?5 '^l ^^^ or Quarterly Conference, orlny officialperson, organ or ody in tiie Church to step athwart the action of the General cSn-ference, or in any sense or degree hinder or biaa its deoiaions.
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