
PEOPLE CALLED

f^ublic debt, contra^led by building. And it was a-

grecd, I. That every member of the fociety that v;as

able fhould contribute a penny a week : 2. That the

whole fociety (hould be divided into little companies or
^laflTes, about twelve in <!a.ch clafs: and 3. That one
perfon in each fliould receive that contribution of the

reft, and bring it in to the ftewards weekly. Thus be-
gan that excellent inftitution, merely upon a tempoVal

account ; from which we reaped fo many fpiritual blef-

(|ngs, that we foon B](t the fame rule in all our focieties^

XX. In May,* on the repeated invimio.n of John
Nelfon, who had been for fomc time calling finners ta

repentance at Birftal, and the adjoining towns, in the

Weft-riding of Yorklhirc, t went to Birftal, and found

jhiis labour h^d not been in vai" Many of the greateft

profligates in all the country v*..e now changed. Their
blafphemjes were turned to. praifs. Many of the moft
abandoned drunkards were njw fober } many fabbath-

breakers remj?mbere4 the fabbath to keep it holy.

The whole town wore a new face i fugh a change did
God work by the artlefs teftimony of one plain man (

and from thence his word founded forth to Lecds,Wakc-
^eld, Halifax, and all the Weft-riding of Yorklhire.

XXI. I had long had a d^ftre to vifit the poor colliery

near Newcaftle upon Tync. And being now fo far in

my way, 1 went forward, and on Friday a8, came to

Newcaftle, On Sunday morning l; preached, at the eni|

pf Sandgate, the popreft and moft contemptible part of

the town, In the evening 1 preached on the ftde of the

adjoining hill, to thoufands upon thoufands.. I. could

only juft make a beginning now. But on Navember i j,

] came again, and preached morning a,nd evening, till

the end of December,. And it pleafcd God fo to blefa

Jiis "Word, that above eight hundred petfo.ns were now
joined together in his name: befidcs many, both in the

towns, villages, and lone houfcs, within ten miles of the
town, I nevfr law a work of God in anv other nlac^? fQ>

evpnly and gradually carried on. It continually rofe

(Ipp by ftep. Not fo rnuch fcemed to be done

n at Briftql or hfrequently
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