
What U claimed hy ll»e Corporation is that the Municipal

Council has the riKht to call for the production of all con-

tract* and a«rifments between iht- School Boaul and it^

teachtrs and employees, and to require it to ho shewn that

the sums included in the estimalo to provide for the pay-

ment of these salaries are payable under the terms of con-

tracts entered into with all the formal-ies required by law to

make them binding on lli- ^ hool Board. noiwiih8tatidin«

that. thoUKh not s-. entered into, they are hein^ treated and

acted on by teachers and employees and by the Schoc.l Joard

as valid contracts, and services provided for are be:n>; faith-

fully rendered under the- . It was not. in my opinion, in-

tended thai anv such i quiry should be entered upon by

the Municipal Council. Such enquiries might and probably

would involve the consideration of difficult question, of law

and fact in orc'er to reach a conclusion, and if, as it is not

unreasonable to assume might happen, it were wrongly con-

cluded that with regard t.. all the teachers and employees^

or as to particular ones, the contracts were n..t binding, and

the Municipal Council had, therefore refused to provide lor

payment of the salaries, the result would necessarily hv e-ther

that the School Board would be under a legal obligation with-

out the means of discharging it. or be forced to applv or ;.

mandamus to compel the Viinidpal Council to provid. na

It had estimated to be necessary, with the possibilit, that

a final decision might not be reached as to its rights until

after the year for which the estimate is made had expired.

It would seem to m •, therefore, a much more reasonable

construction to give V he w\ct to hold, as I think we should

hold that all that th Municipal Council has a right to ask

is that which the Legislature has termed an "estimate shall

>.hew that that the School Board has estimated the amounts

required to meet the expenses of the scho.ns for the current

year and tlje purposes for which the sums are required, in

such a wav as to indicate that they are purposes for which

the School' Beard ha'- the right to expend the money of the

ratepayers, and that a hen that has been done the dutv is

imposed upon the Municipal Council of raising by taxation

(except in the special cases for which provision is made ny

sec. 74). the sums required according to the estimate to meet

the expenses of the schools for the current year.


