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sian Government, which from our repeated repre-
sentations knows what a mobilization on our
frontier means, does not notify us, and gives us
no explanatory reply. Not until July 31st in the
afternoon a telegram is received from the Czar
in which he says that his army is taking no pro-
vocative attitude towards us. But— the Russian
mobilization on our frontier was vigorously be-
gun as early as during the night of July 30th.
While we are still trying to mediate in Vienna
at Russia's request, the whole Russian military
force rises on our long, almost open frontier;
and France, while she is not yet mobilizing, con-
fesses that she is making military preparations.
And we? We had intentionally refrained, up to
that moment, from calling a single reservist to
the colors— for the sake of the peace of Europe.
Should we now be waiting any longer, until the
powers between whom we are wedged in would
choose their own moment of attack? To expose
Germany to this danger would have been a
crime! For this reason we demanded at once,
on July 31st, that Russia demobilize, which ac-
tion alone could still have preserved the peace of
Europe. The Imperial Ambassador in St. Pe-
tersburg was simultaneously instructed to declare
that we should have to consider ourselves at war
with Russia, if she declined. The Imperial Am-
bassador has followed his instructions.


