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Protest march: a critical appraisal

by Tony N. Kelly, Secretary-
Coordinator of the Atlantic Federa-
tion of Students

On Thursday, March 30, students
in Nova Scotia led the way in the
Atlantic region in opposing cut-
backs to higher education. They did
this through an open show of unity
and strength by demonstrating at
Province House in Halifax, and at
the provincial buildings in both
Yarmouth and Sydney.

The demonstrations can be
viewed as successes. Government
priorities were questioned. We can
be certain that both the public and
the government is aware of stu-

dents’ continued concern for the
erosion of the quality of their
education.

However, the size as opposed to
the strength of the demonstration in
Halifax has led students in nthar

areas of the province to question the
commitment of Halifax institutions
to fight the cutbacks.

Halifax had 450 out of some
10,000 possible demonstratars turn
out. In Cape Breton, 75 out of a
possible 400 marched while a full
120 out of some 170 students went
to Yarmouth for their protest. Why
was the Halifax demonstration
proportionally much smaller than
the ones in Sydney and in Yar-
mouth?

There are many possible answers
to the question. | will isolate four.
They are limited resources and
time, the role of councils, the role of
the press, and the role of the
Communist Party of GCanada
(Marxist-Leninist) in preparing for
the demonstration here.

The march in Halifax was orga-
nized by not more than seven solidly
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period, ISA will continue to repre-
sent the international students on
the issues affecting them. When
new international students arrive on
campus, ISA will assist them in
finding proper housing. During the
last year also, ISA executive
members helped a number of
foreign students in finding housing
and in adjusting to their new
environment.

ISA will hold a post-examination
reception on April 21. Submarines,
Chinese food and tea will be served.
Bar service and music are also
provided. Admission is free for
international students and $1.00 for
others.

All international students and all
other interested persons are cor-
dially invited to participate in the
activities of the ISA. In fact, the
participation in this year's ISA
activities has been quite enthus-
iastic.
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Microfilms
in Siberia ?

To the Gazette:

The following is a reply to Susan
Williams' letter published in last
week's Gazette.

Dear Miss Williams:

Thank you for your letter of
concern about the operation of the
microform area of the Killam
Library.

| have checked the matter with
the responsible staff members with
the following results.

1. Hours - we are open 77 hours
per week with 40 hours of that being
outside normal class hours. Other
university libraries follow this prac-
tice of main circulation and study
areas being open longer hours than
specialized areas due to the cost.

2. The problem of machines in
use by a large group of people is
real. We check the condition of the
machines daily Monday through
Friday and any problems discovered
(or any reported to Special Services
desk by users) are handled immedi-
ately. Unfortunately repair service
in this geographical area is not good
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Deadline for applications to April 12/78, Thurs-
day. Contact 424-2146 for information or Stu-
dent Council Offices, 3rd floor S.U.B.

committed people (two of whom had
to devote energy to communicating
with the rest of the province) in less
than two weeks. These people
directed a fair amount of valuable
time into asking the administrations
of the universities to cooperate in
fighting the cutbacks.

Not one administration was help-
ful. Was the time and energy
wasted? No - for a myth has been
destroyed. Many student unions
have argued that the administra-
tions are students' friends. It is an
odd friend that won't oppose a
common enemy. Students will have
to adopt a more critical posture
towards their administrations.

Student councils in Halifax did
not see fit to make the cutbacks
issue the principal item on their
agendas. They all had other priori-
ties - ranging from closing down the
student press at Dalhousie to
pressing financial considerations at
Mount St. Vincent. It should be
pointed out that the Mount council
did make an effort - but it was too
late.

The University of King's College
students’ council solidly practiced
its verbal commitment to make the
demonstration a success. Their
positive turnout illustrated the
difference strong council support
can make.

The Dalhousie Gazette (the
largest circulation student paper in
Halifax) was severely constrained in
coverage of the action by two
things. The first is that the
demonstration itself remained an IF
as late as March 16 while the AFS
office awaited the go-ahead from
the various student councils.

The second is that, at the same
time as the Dalhousie Student
Council voted to support the
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demonstration, it voted to withdraw
its financial responsibility for the
publication of the Gazette. This act
placed the paper in a clearly
introspective and defensive pos-
ture. This led to the Gazette
becoming the Gazette’s principal
story on March 23. The agents of
social change were muffled and
they further muffled themselves.

Finally, the CPC(ML) played a
very opportunistic and destructive
role in terms of trying to make the
demonstration a large success. The
CPC(ML) - Dalhousie Student
Movement - leafleted the resi-
dences the night of the 29th with
their politically insidious broad-
sheet which no doubt turned a lot of
students away from participating in
the demonstration.

The AFS leadership made a very
serious political error in taking a
hands-off attitude towards their
participation in the demonstration.
The presence of the ‘‘Make the Rich
Pay’' banners allowed the CPC(ML)
to gain a political presence in the
demonstration. This was totally
unwarranted given their lack of
clear self-identification, their non-
involvement in the organization of
the march, and their incorrect
political line. The presence of
American professors on the Dal
campus is not the source of the
cutbacks!

Demonstrations like those held in
Nova Scotia on March 30 serve a
two-fold purpose: an open show of
protest against a cutbacks scenario
which is strangling the quality of
education in the country, and a
political experience for the partici-
pants which moves them closer to a
clear understanding of the source of
the cutbacks crisis.

It takes
more than theory
to start a practice.

Small businesses thrive on

sound management and solid
financing. You know it, we know
it. That's why our Business
Program for Professionals
combines expert financial advice
with the cold hard cash it takes

to start your business, to keep it

going, or to expand it.

We can provide you with as
much as $50,000 depending on
your circumstances. Our operat-
ing loans are geared to yearly
terms with revolving payments
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based on your cash flow.

Our capital loans, have terms
up to 10 years with flexible re-
payment schedules. And both
loans are available with optional
life insurance coverage.

As an independent pro-
fessional, this program is avail-
able to you through any of our
branches. Ask about it and you'll
find it's more tangible than talk.
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