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on has ‘bus, tders must continue to massive influx of people from  ation campaigns, sanitation long-time foreign residents and
576 249 fight their way back towards e Fia) dnd bR o HEs thAa i programs and the establish- Nicaraguans will remark to the
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tion in 1979, the year of the
popular insurrection and over-
throw of the Somoza dictator-
ship. It now ‘has around one
million people.

The overload on the trans-
portation system is repeated in
every other sphere of popular
needs, in health care and edu-
cation especially. Though these
latter sectors receive large
shares of the national budget,
the level of services supplied
has been suffering since 1984.
Everyone one meets who has
had reason to seek medical
attention talks of the line-ups,
the overcrowding of facilities,
the lack of basic medicines and
even bandages.

Again, the deterioration is
caused by numerous factors:
vastly increased public access
to health care since 1979, the
limited base of facilities inher-
ited from the previous regime,
the exodus of a significant
number of health care person-
nel, the time it takes to train
new health care professionals, *
the shortage of foreign ex-
change with which to purchase
medicines and materials. And,

all that, many of the best care
facilities have to dedicate their
efforts to caring for the severe-
ly wounded soldiers and civil-
ians.

What seems to have hap-
pened, if one takes into
account the very real difficult-
iesexperienced by Nicaraguans
in transportation, health care,
education, electric power and
water supplies, food distribu-
tion, etc. is that each problem
has a negative and exponential
impact on the others. The ac-
cumulation of difficulties was,
up to a point, a quantitative
matter; now it has made a
qualitative difference. The costs
of the war, against the back-
ground of an inherited poverty
and high degree of under-and

are now worse, and economic
indicators are generally worse
than before the 1979 revolu-
tion. There is what people call
“a culture of complaints,” be-
cause there is so much to
complain about. You hear it
more in Managua, because it is
there that the "middle class” is
fairly large in number and quite
visible, and their standard of
living is hurting in many cases.
The poor majority, in a sense,
can adapt better to a deterior-
ation, because they have always
been poor, and also because,
as best it can, the state directs
scarce services and essential
goods to them. They complain
when it appears that not all
social sectors are making equal
sacrifices.
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