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.adlow. And still no sound
from the cuprboard.
iently, bis nerves on edge witb
lence and the uncertainty, be
the shutters over the window,

d the door of his office by prop-
Schair against it, and flung the
ird open.
ras dark inside, but stooping be
!n3ake out that the man lay
.on the ground pretty much as

1 placed him, and be was sud-
s'hocked by the twinkle of two
umimant eyes gazing stcadily up

,'ni flot dead 1" John Denver
ýd miirthlessly. "If you're not
ointed it's only because you
1't 'have.known how to get rid
body, eh ?"
supported hîrnself shakily with
1 against the wall, then sanik in-

elbow-chair that stood by the
bis face was ghastly; it was

,d with b1ood, and ani ugly gash
dredly in his short, rnge
Stili, without speaigMr

&~ poured out 'wbat reýMado
,andy, and he accepted it and
d the glass. He sat thereafter
ý 'himself together, and wben
sual glances f el on the wasb-

ia corner of the room, be
bis way to.it unsteadily, and
CI 'the blood- f rom bhis face, and

the soalp-wound, and tore the
'into strips for bandages.
e 'bungied," lie said, returning
chair. "I've done you as littie

3S You've done me. i heard the
)uwere telling to, the police-

~as I lay in that cupboard, and
very neariy sbhouting out, and

ý11ing hîm why I came here, but
dered wbat your game was and
uit Perhaps if I'd had more
I s'hould have shouted. Your
rvour hidinLa me there would

leen proof in my favour."
la is it youi, wat?"' asked Mr.
W', tremulously. "If-if it is

1You shaîl see niy books, and
willing to give yau half of al

ve~r eye-4 bim narrowly. "You
119cur1l' le snarled . Half of
rtiest xnoney a, scoundrel and a

riever put into lhis money-
No! I didn't corne for your

1 came for my honour; for
)an who sbouid 'bave been my
frthe fifteen years ýof 'my life
Orobbed me of !"
SOre in the dock when they

Ced me3" Il, wPtnt ni Ili torieSý

mnat as soonl as 1
'f I could not bring
nd clear myself I
I should have been
,o, but it was bard
ig, shameful impris-

I was innocent;
>suifer for mv rashi

t smash-
a pick I
ta ineet

Now-"
-int hand

that falsified them; and you and he
that manufactured the evidence that
brouglit the forgeries home to me. It
was vou two that embezzled ail those
thousands, and did it in such a way
that the suspicion should faîl on me,
and I, like the young fool 1 was-
like the poor fool I've a'lways been-
I played into your hands. I trusted
you; I neyer had a doubt of you, till
you stood in the witness box and told
those lies that sent me to gaol for fif-
teen years."

He lifted his hands to his throat
as if ýhis passion were throttîing and
suifocating hum.

"Barry bhas confessed, I tell you,"
he added. "I can prove his guilt and
yours, and I can prove my innocence."

"I should be glad to help you to do
it, said Mr. Tatlow, after an interval,
"if it aifected only myself."

"You got everything you scbemed
for." cried Denver, hardly. "You
could neyer have won Margaret to
marry you if you had not proved me
to be a thief and a villain, and sent
me to a convict-cell. No woman's
belief could stand against the cunning
.evidence you buiît up against me, and
so you liad your own way-you mar-
ried ber."

'<Her people wished it, and I-T-
succeeded. But she told. me she had
no love for me; and I have neyer
been able to win fher love to this day,".
said Mr. Tadlow. Lyrimly. "That bas
been the curse of my life. I have
wronged you, but everything I have'
zained by it has turned to dust in
mv 'hands and bitterness in my
mouth."

"Yon have only yourself to blame
for that," Denver said, with a Iaugh.
"You have broken her lufe and mine.
You have deceived ber all along. She
does not kniow the truth even now. If
sue knew the truth-"

"She does," Mr. Tadlow inter-
rupted.

"You were always a liar 1" exclaim-
ed Denver. "Why, I know her-if
Margaret' knew the truth, ail the
world wouid know it 'by now. She
loved me. She neyer loved you; you
have said so; and if she knew the
truth she would hiate you-she would
hâte and despise you; and, ýby heaven,
she sýhall know it! I wili tell ber,
and she shall choose between us -
wbether she will stay here with the
scoundrel she despises, or wbether she
will try to begin life afresh with me
on the other side of the world. She
s'hall iudze between us, and it shali
be as she says."

"I have told ber the whole truth,"
Mr. Tadiow insisted dully. "She
knows it ail. I was ili some few years
ago, and she nursed me. I betrayed
muyself in delirium, and when I was
better she charged me with having
committed the crime you were con-
deimed for, and I was too weak and
miserable to deny it. I told lier aill."

"You were aiways a liar," Denver
laug-hed again. "I know lier, I tell
you, and if she knew 1 was innocent
she would have cleared mne before
this."

"I have been less than nothing to
ber ever since," Mr. Tadlow con-
tinued. "I left lier free to expose mie
or to remain silent, and she 'lated me
for it, but was merciful."'

"But flot to me 1" shrieked Den'ver.
"You are lying, I say. She does flot
know, but she shall know. You shall
take me to lier, or bring ber here to
me, and she shall iudge between us.
If she asks it, I will even forgive you
for 'ber sake, but she won't ask that
-she can neyer asIc that, when sýhe
knows 1"

"She kncows ail," Mr. Tadlow re-
Peated, stubbornly.

"Corne!1" Denver rose, holding by
the chiair. 'Tou shall take mie to lier,
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