
ON TRAIL FOR GRANDE PRAIRI
The Land of G,4inoo,ýs, Marvelous Scenery and FertîAty Beyond th$e Steel

WHERE is Grande Prairie?, That s the
question being asked by a large number
of people; but how to get there interests
a few who live in Edmonton or thére-

abouts. Grande Prairie is part of the so-called last
great west in the Peace River country-this is flot
a real estate advertisement, for as yet there are no
real estaters in Grande Prairie, though heaven
knows how soon they will arrive when' the borne-
steading begins to become general and bomesteaders
of this year become the speculators of next, pushing
their own frontier farther and farther afield from
the railway.

This is part of the'unrailroaded land; a land
so fertile that according to some who have been
there raising casual crops, there is notbing better
in the valley of the Saskatchewan or the Bow or
the Red. There-have been as many stories about
the Peace River vallev as about the Garden of#Eden.
But the consensus of really valuable experimental
opinion seenis to be that there are three great val-
leys in the Peace River country capable of great
crops and a large and prosperous population of pro-
ducers. At any rate, the.railways are beading ont
that way from Edmonton; at the present time three
transcontinentals and two or three other subsidiary
lines, all tracking to tap the fertile reaches of the
Peace en route to the
mounitains and the sea.

But long before the
railways began to yearn
for that country the pros-
pector had been in. 0f
course everybody has
beard about the Lawrence
Brots. of Vermilion and
Allie Brick, the flour-bazs
and the grist-mill. L t is
well known that thougli
the Grande Prairie is far
to the northwest of Ed-
monton its clîiate is even
more moderate, being
tempered more seductive-
ly by the stray chinooks
that <straggle in there
from the coast through
the Rockies. Parties have
been going in for years
fromi Edmonton. Three
years ago outfits drove in
via Athabasca Landing,, ,..

which is a round-about
route but had the main-
travelled road a good deal
of the way. Two years
ago one A. M. Bezanson
drove up in a sleigh with
a caboose, taking bis
wife; and he settled in WCAL 1&48 UII.ESON N1

Grande Prairie ahead of
the railway. He had al-
ready written a book
about the Peace River
trail becaulse he had put Map of th~e I>,and froi
in a couple of years
mooching rouind over it,
%*antinig to knowv and wanting the rest of the world
to know about it also. Hie had nothing but praise
for the counitry. Years ago the Klondike over-
landers saw the fertile valleys of the Peace, the
first body of white men except fur traders to behold
it. They built their boats at Peace River Landing-
and hegan their water voyage tbrouigh a charming
and a pastoral land tliat reached away illimitably
from the river. But their main interest was in
getting throuigh the counitry to wbere the gold was
-and they took more thanl a year to dlo it. -Now-
adays in Edmonton they are outfitting and arguing
and have been holdin~g public meetings to discuiss
ways and ieans of getting to the Grande Prairie
and no farther; hundreds of men who desire noth-
ing better than to get there ahead of the railway, to
homestead and to driîve stakes and to be the pioneers
in a new land of promise and production.

The extension of the railways has set most of
these nenesneculating. Tw>rad have niihei

as was noted in the ècolun2ns of the CANADIAN
C OURIER last week. They rnapped out a route. lit
was an interesting convention; present some old-
timers who had (Iriven stakes in Edmonton when it
was a hundred tumes harder to get at by cart than
Grande Prairie is niow by train and trail. John
McDougall, veteran fur trader and merchant prince
anl land king, was chairman of the meeting. le
recalled the old days, as could Hon. Frank Oliver
had hie heen there. The journalist was present; the
scribe ready to chronicle the annals of the new
Jerusalem-to wit, Mr. F. D. Piche, editor of the
l)ropose(l Peace River Pilot-blessedly auspicious
name! He intends to* set up bis case of type and
his hand-press at Entwhistle and from there, the
end of civilisation, record the short and simple
annals of the new colony. The lawyer was there.
Mvr.. Ray proposes to open a law office at Grande
Prairie. He knows very well that even in a modemn
Garden of Eden there will be disputes and titles to
record and' daims to file.

The Way of the Trail.
Well, tbe idea Qf the movîng colony is to entrain

as far as Entwhistle and from there to go on run-
ners fifty-five miles to Whitecourt, wbich is at the
confluence of the McLeod and the Athabasca-

nu Sdmioton to Giande Prairie; showing one adtual and on
and the Tral from Entwhistle on the G T.P.

this over a main tnavelled trail; thence blazing a
new trail 140 miles to Grande Prairie. 0f course
there wene dissensions and there are difficulties.
The high price of food is a drawback; also tbe fact
that tbe new trail made at the settlers' own expense
would be useful only in winten wben frozen, Peter
Gunn, wjxo is the M.P.P. in the Alberta Legisiature
for the land lying round ntbtesays they can
aIl get in there and have a fairly good time pro-
vided tbey are willing to use the axe.

Meanwhile other settlers who went in last year
by the longer route bave come ont to civilisation
and bave told1 how tbey got in. It was last April
wben the part y becaded by Mr. J. E. Gundin, now
of Beaver Lodge, Grande Prairie, tbirty-one people
and seventeen yoke of oxen and fourteen waggons
of supplies beaded away from Edmonton for the
partially unknlown. Recently Mr. Gundin came ont
and brougbt bad< witb bum, flot bunches of grapes
on poles as tbe spies did froin the land of Escbol
to the camp of Moses, but a good liveIy fact-story
of how tbey got in and out again, coupled with the
best of advice and a few adventures. His party was
known as the "bull partyr" owinZ to the umber of

tieth and got over the Athabasca on the
few days later the river broke up. Our
were freighted with froni thirty to, thirty-
dred pounds and the north shore of Less
Lake we found to be utterly impassable
loaded waggons. We were stuck. We trie(
around but gave up the idea and determine'
until the ice went out of the lake, to ship 0
bv boat. We got the oxen around the nol
alI' right and sbipped our goods across
june was free froni ramn and we continued
reaching Beaver Lodge by way of Pea,
Crossing and Dunvegan on the i2th of Jul'
looking over the country we moved on to
tions on July 28th, two weeks before thé
surveyed by Mr. McFarlane, when we
declarations on scrip.

"We found black surface soil from four
inches in deptb, and a subsoil of chocol
from four to six inches in tbickness. Th
very uniform. in Grande Prairie and the
rolling. Some of our party have found spri
water appears to run in veins rather than
of water.

"From our location we can see Nose I
forty miles away to the west, and about
distant wecan see some twenty snow-cla
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a trip lie once made with a Beaver Indi,
along the lower waters of the Smoky. It ',11
faîl of the year;- the time of hoar frost. Th,<
ed by dusk at tbe confluence of the Smoky
Athabasca; the stolid Cree neyer sayitlg
At sunirise they got up. At the tepee f
stood gazing on a splendid, indescribable
the bluffs and headlands of tWo silent, silvE
garbed in a most astonisbin fabrîc ofWhfite that sparkled and coruscated lika
star-dust uipon millions, of little poplars and
of far-rising bills. For nowhere else in Air
Ieast cani be seen sucb hoar frçost as in t
to the north of Edmonton. F or a mi'~
Beaver was speechless. Thenl a sort of stU1lr
over biis face. Hie raised bis hand.

"Beautiful!" hie said; which was the f
the Factor bad ever heard the Indian give
a word of admiration.

The air in that country bas been higbly
by tbose wbo live there. people in EdmnortOl
is necar the lhigblands of the SaskatchewanI
tbat the air tfrere is about as crisp and exl1i
as can be found in Canada. Uowever, when:
to real air valutes it seems to be langel! a
of comparison. Sonie years ago a 1anky t
huster frnm Dîinveonui which is the eg


