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"What is it, Luis?" lie asked. -Wliat
brings you here?"

The vaequero noticied that lie was
agitated, and tlirew occasional quick
glances behind hlm.

"I camne, Senor, thinking there Imiglit
lie need of my help. The plains are
dangerous for strangersV'

Don Ramon laughed. An uglY laugli
that meant danger, danger to the Eng-
lialiman, danger, perliaps, to Luis hlm-
self.

"You waste your Lime," lie said.
"The cursed Englis;hman rides too, weli
and too fast. No horst couid lve
againet that wild cayurse."

Yet even as lie spoke lie gave that
uneasy glance backward acris the
plains. Luis struck hie spurs in and
6wept past hlm.

"Yet muet I go and maier sure,
Senor," lie callied, and again took up
the trail.

The nex instant lie litard tht sliarp
report of a revolver. Tlie bronco, leap-
edr forward as if etruck by a whlp, but
etifl contlnued to gallop. As for Luits,
,lue threw himstlf down ail alonig lis
side, Indian fashion, In irai to escape(,
a second sihot. Then a eudden dip lu
the ground carrled hlma out of thtr,
Don's siglit

Rage filled hie bln and Insupport-
able grief. Tc thinlt that he, Louis
Alvarado, sliould be short at Ilke a
cayote, and by the man lit lovtd and
would have dled for. And ytt that
man proved binie but a coward, a
murderer, wlio would liave shot hlm
trtacheroutly In the back. HIe whole
soul slcken-ed and nevolttd ai the ldea,

Cunnîng as an Indian lie guldied hie
titet bronto round hullocks and along
deep depressions whlch would keepI
hlmn out of the Douill iglit ani not
i lie waa sure le wast out of range

did lie work round again te pick nip
tht trail. But whtn once hit ýstruicK
ît her rode deeptrately, certain uiowi
ihat deladily iishief httd betu doue,.

Then lie bercane aware of a new% (latii-
ger, flot to himeelf but to thtengih
man. Right ahtad of hlm wa-, a denseý
line of cattît, apparently conecentrait-
Ing on ont particular cenotre. rlliat
that centre was lie could gulefs only
too Weil.

Every plaIisman knows tliat a
mounittd mian can ride amongst cattît
wlth hImpunlty, but lit le almost certain
dea.th to walk near themn ou fooet. They
W11illtme Up to se tht curloust sîght,
firet singly, then by dozens, until the
whloltird le In motion, pressing for-
w«rd, firet st a walk, then a ruai, usual-
]y endting In a mad charge, unider
which tht unhappy vicitin lis pouindedj
into an unrecognisêbît maes,

And Luis knew that that waz hep-
p)ening now. Tht Engliishmian'a horert
muet have been hurt or killed, and her
hard beln lafi, to hie certain fate by
Don Ramon.

Straiglit for the, Une lie drove hie
horst, The hIndmnost b-ars turned to
watch hlm, and, as hie butritt upon theni
w'ith wild yelle and fuirtons blows with
hie quirt, tuirned to riglit and left,
press.i on those in front, yet open-.
Ing a smnai passage. But the funther
b4, presed In tht denser beramne tht
crueji. Ht wais la the midet of a ste
of tr-tèseng heade andi home, ad huge,
hepavixig bodiers.

Tht, air was flled with fine dueit,
wMcth gsetled on tverything ln a white
covering. B-eyond II, ail lie could sýe
thousande of cattît massed Ina vast
ecresEcent UIne, 'w'loh converge-d to-
wards ont point; that point was a low
rime, and on the top etood the Eng-
lishman.

At eiglit of hlm, the vacquero wenti
mI fIow lie got through lie neyer
knew. It semdheurs to ltai that
terrible passage, tIt be sltddtfly
brtathed again, aB hie plucky little
bronco burest through the faet of tht
crý-eent and ga.lloped fret.

Tht Englishmen had iseon It aIl, and
marvtelled. He came running te lieet
hlm, whIlst the cattle, at 6ight of the
mounted mani, halted, pawing up the
Fand, pressing together, their bellow-
ings eBoundlng like the rumbllng of a
Etonil.

As the Englishman reached hlm Luis
dropptd s'wlftly frei the saddle.

"Mounît Seor, for the love o!
Heaven! " he rirled. "TYot are eafe o
tht horste.
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