
CANADIAN COURIER

Eider Evans, Head of the Churcb
in Ontario.

The
Joseph Smith, the Seer,
Assassinated ini 1844.

Latter
Joseph Smith, present Head of the J. W. Woolf, M. P. P.,

Reorgan ised'Church. Cardston, Alberta.

Day Saints
Ordinary Mormons and Others

By NORMIIN 'PAjTTER SON

MORMONS and Latter Day Saints are notquite synonymous. To put it in another
way, the Mormons of Utah and Alberta

are a different religious body fromi the "'Re-
organised'Church 'of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints" wbich is strongin OJntario. The former
believe In polygamy either theoretically or prac-
tically, while the latter do not; there are also
other doctrinal differences. These divergencies
were caused by Brigham Young, who appears to
have had some revelations which certain of the
Mormons or Latter Day Saints do not accept.
Polygamy is one of these.

In one of his printed addresses, eIder Evans
says: "It will be my effort to-night to, show that
Joseph Smith neyer did practise nor sanction
poiygamy, and in fact had no more to do with
Sait Lakce Mormonism than the Pope of Rome
or the Arcbishop of Canterbury," He assert'i
that he has neyer read a book which dengunces
polygamy in more forcible language, than does
the Book of Mormon-"the Bible excepted." He
points out bis dîsagreement with Brighain
Young's biblical sanction for polygamny. More-
over, be points out that Josepb Smith, the founder
of this new religion, was killed before plurality
of wives was ever talked of or practised by the
Mormoins. Joseph Smith was killed in 1844; the
Mormons did not reacli Sait Lake City until 1847,
and polygamny was not practised until 1852. IElder
Evans wouldf have us believe, and perhaps rightly,
that piurality of wives was due to the evii desires
and vile passions of Brigbam Young and bis
absociates.

The number of Latter Day Saints in Canada
is steadily growing. Except in Alberta these are
aIl niembiers of the Reorganised Church whjchi
deýnounces, polygany' and does flot look to Ut 'ah1
for its leadership. The census of i901 gives the
foilowing statement as to Mormons without dlis-
tinction between the churches:

British Columbia..................1i2s
Manitoba ............... ........ 6
New Brunswick .......... -.......... ni
Nova Scotia ......... ... 73
Qntario..........-.........3,377

Quebc.....................3
Teriores...... .............. 3,237

Total............ ........ «. 6,891
Th'lere mlere mnore in îgoî thlan in] 1891, and

thecre are more to-day than there were si.x years
ago. Thle following particulars concerning the
Reorga1nisedSant have been gathered fromn the
leaders in Toronto.

J1oseýph Smlith, the founider of the Chuirch, was
born in Sharon, WVindsor County, Vt., Decemiber
23, 1805. Hlis parents mioved to the State of Newi
York when he was about foirrteen years of age,

where he attended revival mleetings, which madc
a great impression on bim. Whiie reading bis
Bible he 'found a paragraph wherein he was
instructed to go to God direct for liglit and
guidance. H4e tells us that he repaîred to the
rearof bis father'sfarm, in a clump of woods,
and while praying an angel fromn Heaven appear-
ed to him, and told him that the churcb of Jestis
Christ as instituted eighteen centuries before, bad
falien from the truc faith, that it bad become
corrupted, and that the time was near at hand
when a church would be established, in keeping.
both in doctrine and organisation, with that
dcscribed in the New Testament. From that time
on he continued to receive angelic communica-
tions.

In one of these communications he was in-
formed that this continent was inbabited by civi-
lised, God-fearing people I,ooo years hefore
Columbus discovered it, and that the remains of
the wonderful cities were to be found in the
jungles of Central and Southern America. These
inhabitants, by their Prophet Mormon, wrote a
history of themselves ail on golden pliates. An
angel .led Joseph Smnith to the spot, where he re-
ceived these golden plates, and "hy the power of
God" translated it. This is what is known as
the Book of Mormons, so cailed because of the
Prophet's name, Mormon. This book does not
take the place of the Bible with the Latter Day
Saints, but is used as a suppiement or confirma-
tory to the Bible, and teaches the same doctrines
and ordinances..

Joseph Smith gathered about him a smali
followixig which spread until it had between two
anld thiree tbousand communicants in fourteen
yearsý. Hle met with uch persecution, and was
finaIiy cruielly, mutrdered. Some time after bis

assassnatîntn, wvhicb occurred June 27, 1844,
B1righam Youing, whio was at that time a memnber

The Churcli of the Latter Day Saints,
Soho Street, Toronto

of the Church, led a srnall band of foliowers of
the Cburch to the wilds of the Mexican territory,
among the Ute Indians, wbere he established a
coiony, with himself as the bead. This bas silice
developed in the State of Utah. Eight years
later Brighami Young introduced the doctrine of
polygamy, blood atoineint, and other attending
follies in connection witb the wicked system
known as Utah Mormonism. Brigham Young
made the dlaim that the doctrine of polygamy
was revealed to Joseph Smith by an'angel, as
were bis other communications. This, bowever,
is denied by Joseph Smith's adberents, or the
Latter Day Saints, and it must be understood
that Joseph Smith and the churcli over wbich
be presided neyer endorsed thîs systemn.

In the year î86o we find that the eidest soli
of Joseph Smitb, Josephi Smnith by ilame, has
become a prophet, and is president or head of
what is known and incorporated as the Cb'irch
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. It se':m-
ingly found followers as at the preserit lume it
numbers about 70,000, baving churches in aIl the
States of the Union, neariy ail the Provinces of
the Dominion, and througbout tbe British Isies
and other countries. The Churcb numbers in
Canada upwards of 5,000 communicants, tbe
nia ority being in Ont ario.

iThe work in Toronto was started in 1876
under the leadership of Josepb Luif, who was
originally a Methodist minister. The littie band
did not prosper, and they were compelied to seli
their mueeting-bouse, and there was no work
pubiiciy performed in several years. -Some ten
yeais ago under the guidance of President Evans
and other eiders, the work was renewed in To-
ronto, since whicb time tbey have built a churcb
at Humber Bay, Davisvilie, and two in the city
of Toronto, the iargest church being erected on
Soho Street at a cost of $i,5oo.

Four winters ago, their cburch being too smaii
for the congregation, Eider Evans was induced
to, hire tbe Majestic Theatre, since wbi ch tinie
this young man bas certainly accompiished Won-
<lers. Every Sunday evening he wiIl probably
preacb to more people than the pastor of any
church in the city of Toronto. In tbirty-onie
years lie bas converted' five tbousand Canadians
to his belief. Like ahl prophets, bis path was flot
strewn witb roses. Scoifs and jeers, and some-
times riots, were the order of tbe day. Words of
commendation were few and far between. To
bave obtained thousanids of believers in the Book
of Mormon in the face oif ail1 the prejudice that
existed against theMomo Chutrcb in Utah, to
be able ýto comandil( il, tbe city of Toronto, a
strongbold of ortlodo0Xy, î1n audience of a couple
of thousand people (and turn hutndreds f rom, the
<loors), indicates that there mnust be sometbing


