January, Winnipeg, 1909

f—————

Gre Western Home Mon_thly ?

9

THE\F

INISH.

By BRADFORD DANIELS.

—

cyde—a low-down
sneak! You come
up here and play at
lumbering, pretend-
ing that you're try-

tical knowledge of
your fathers busi-
ness; but we all
know it’'s Eve Lovejoy you’re after.”

Stepney Garcyde gave a final brush to
a skating boot that he was polishing,
swung leisurely rcund on therend of a
deal bench, and then looked nonchalant-
ly up and down the six feet three inches
of rugged manhood that confronted him.
“Oh, that’s it, is it?” with an amused |
smile, “I'm going down to pay her the
compliments of the season—Christmas
eve, you know.”

Jake Faulkner drew- back a long,
sinewy arm, whose bony fist usually set-
tled all differences with his fellow lum-
bermen; but his blazing black eyes met

the steady gray cnes of the man on the
bench, and the arm dropped awkardly '
to his side. Wheeling, he strode across
to his bunk, felt under the fir brush |
with which it was lined, and drew out
a pair of clumsy skates with sixteen-
inch runners, each forged from an old
file. “Two can play at that game!” he ‘
jerked out with an oath, struggling into |
a blue sweater and reaching for his |
boots. .

“Certainly! 1It’s a free country,
laughed Garcyde, drawing a porpoise-
hide lace abcut a finely carved ankle
with scrupulous care,

A few minutes later, with Faulkner
slightly in the lead, the two men made
their way in silence down the dung-
strewn  tote-road to the river. chl\:ly
adjusting his Acmes, Garcyde rose with
almost feline grace and, gliding out up-
on the glassy ice that showed blue-black

faultless ficure eight.

“Well, why don’t you get on about
your business?” growled the big lumlu"r-
man, tugging at a refractory strap. “I'm
them fancy

against the dark waters beneath, cut a }
|
|

not interested in any of

skating-rink stunts.”
“Thought perhaps vou’d like com-

pany,” drawled Garcyde, spinning round

OU’RE a sneak, Gar- '

ing to get a prac-

t hugg

on the point of one skate like an exag-

| gerated top. '
“Go to — with your company !” spring-

ing to his feet and dashing away down

|'stream with great strokes that scored

| other’s eyes open wide in astcnishment.
For a half-hour Garcyde merely kept

| the ice with white outward-curving lines |
each twenty feet in length, and made the |

his rival in sight, fighting cautiously for |

his second wind. That the fool would
soon burn his lungs out at that break-
neck pace he felt certain.
heart slowed and the perspiration start-
ed freely, he settled down to a long, sin-
uous roll, which, for a ccmbination of
strength, rhythm and grace, 'was like
nothing so much as free-running waves
In an open sea.

But before him Faulkner’s long legs
worked with the even thrust and jerk
of two powerful piston-rods, and when
the broad back in the blue sweater swept
past the forked ,white birch on Porcu-

pine Ledge it was as far away as ever. :

“The great teeth sheared
through g;he tough cloih as
easily as though it had been

paper.”

A sudden fear that this man could out-
skate him seized Garcyde, and so un-

' nerved him that he brcke, much as does |
a pacing horse, and slapped one ankle

smartly against- the other. But the
bcautifyul tgantalizing face of her who had
led him such a dance for the last three
months rose half-smilingly,, half-mock-
ingly before him, and pulling himself
together with a humorous little laugh
at his senseless panic, he buckled down
to what he now fully realized was to be
the race of his life.

With body crcuched and arms held
tightly in front of him, he was whizzing |
" along through an alder swamp, avoiding

the wind-ruffled strips of ice that his
rival had dashed straight across, and

:gging the shore around long bends to
shorten the distance where. the other
had held recklessly to the middle of the
channel, when he saw Faulkner pause
at the further edee of the flat expanse.
“T'll tell Eve youll be there in time for

hands, then wheeled and vanished in a
tunnel formed of over-hanging hemlock
boughs.

Garcyde flushed, and then smiled that
slow smile of his, which, while it mask-

hen, as his |

breakfast!” he roared back between his |

ed not a trace of anger, left a peculiaf’
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10 cent Sheet Music. .
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A Business Training Means
Success

No matter what your occupation, a thorough business training means success to
you. It meanssystem in your own work ; it teaches you to do business with others;
it betters your chance of advancement. It means money to you,

. Youcan take our Complete Commercial Course at your own home in your spare
time and get thoroughly trained in :— #

1. Bookkeeping, so that you can understand and keep books for any ordinary

WRITE FOR ILLUSTRATED PIANO CATALOGUE

J. J. H. McLEAN & CO., LTD-

Dept. W.

business,

2. Arithmetic, drilling you in all branches of commercial calculation,
8. Penmanship, training you in a few weeks to write a neat, rapid business hand.
4. Letter-writing, making you a ready and effective writer of all kinds of letters, -

5. Comimercial Law, giving you plainly the principles of Canadian Commercial
Law, leg ‘l forms, etc.

All the necessary books and supplies furnished free of charge. Y
Shorthand and typewriting also taught if desired.

We have over 100 courses in Public and High School subjects, Industrial, Agri-
cultural and otuer subjects. Ask fur anything you need in the way of instruction,

Address as below to Department I,.
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Turnbull's Knitted
M Bands

Mean Comfort fof Baby

The above picture shows how
the tapes are carried from over
the shoulders to the tab to
which diaper is attached, ab-
solutely preventing sagging or
stretching or tearing.of the
garment.

The wool used is made from
the Australian Merino Sheep,
noted for its beautiful soft-
ness.

SOLD BY ALI, FIRST-CLASS
DEALERS AND MADE BY

The C. Turnbull Co. of Galt, Limited, Galt, Ontario,

Cancer Cured at Home

I have so perfected my Mild Combination Treatment that patients may use it at
their humme with practically as good results as though it were appliediat my offices. I
will gladly furnish to every sufferer positive and indisputable proofs that my treatment
Does Cure Cancer. I will furnish ample evidence of my integiity, honesty, financial
and professionul ability. No matter how serious your case mav be—no matter hcw many
- operations you have had —no matter what treatments you have tried, donot {;wg up hope,

but write for my book, **CancerandTts Cure,”” It will cost you nothing and will tell you
how you can be cured at home. Address,

DR. JOHNSON_REMEDY CO., Sute 510, 1233 Grand Avenve, Kansas City, Mo.

Have you a triend suffering from Cancer? Do them a favor t‘wy'!i‘h"\"'r forget by sending them this adve.




