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times to the effect which Canadian copyright legislation might have on negotiations with
the United States, if such ]egrslatlon should permlt the reprmtmg of works copynonted
in the United States.

1t was felt that, pending the question of the Dominion being free to 1eg1s1ate on the
subject of copvnoht generally, it was important to have a Canadran copyright system,
inasmuch as, since the Imperial Act of 1842, works published in' the United Kingdom
had copyright in all the Colonies, while for a "work published in any one of the Colonies,
it was impossible to obtain copyright in the United Kingdom. Our Act, consequently,
gave local copyright, protecting the work printed in Canada, and prevented the impor-
tation of re-publications of any such work after it should have obtained. the local
copyright, as the Imperial Act prevented the lmportatlon of works which had obtamed a
Brrtleh copyright.

~ I now beg to refer your Lordshlp to the proceedmgs of the Copyrlght Commxssron of
1876, of which your Lordship was a very prominent member, and in which Canada was
represented by ‘the late Sir John Rose. In the portion of the Report of that Com-
mission which deals with the branch of the subject falling under:the head of * Colomal
copyright,” some most important statements and recommendations are made. - =

hrst at section 184, it is-admitted that “it is highly desirable that the literature of
“ this country should be placed within easy reach of the Colonies, and that, with this
“ view, the Imperral Act should be modified so as'to meet the requrrements of colomal
“ readers.”

In sections 186, 187, and 1838, the followmrr passages occur, wluch I now. beg to c1te
as confirmation of the narrative which I have glven in the early part of this letter,
of the effects which immediately followed the Imperial Act of 1842, and as showing
that the Canadian Government is now but reiterating an oft-repeated statement the
truth of which has long been established and admitted.

“186. These means are not avallable, and indeed are nnplactlcable owing: to the
great distances and scattered population in many of the Colonies, and until the cheaper
English editions have been published the colonial reader can only obtain English copy-
rlght books 'by purchasing them at the high publishiug prices, increased as those _prices
necessarily are by the expense of carriage and- other charges mcrdental to the i lmpor-
tation of the books from the United Kingdom. = -

“187. Compiaints of the operation of the Copyrrght Act of 1842 were heard soon
after it was passed, and from the North American provinces urgent representatlons were
‘made in favour of admitting into those provinces the cheap United States reprints of
English works. ' In 1846 the Colonial Office and the Board of - Trade admitted the
justice and force of the considerations which had been pressed -upon the Home Govern-
ment, “as tending to show. the injurious effects produced. upon: our ‘more distant
 colonists by the operation. of the Imyperial-law- of copyright.”. And in 1847 an Act
‘was ‘passed ‘to* amend the law relating “to the protectlon m the Colonres of' works
¢ entitled to copvrrght in the United Kingdom.’ :

“188." The" prmcrple of this Act, common]y known as- the Forergn heprmts Act, is
to. enable the -Colonies to take advantaﬂe of reprints of English copyright' books
made in forergn States, and at “the - same tlme to. protect the mterests of Brrtlsh
authors o

‘The result of the “ I‘01e1gn Repunts Act” is: thus stated . sectlons 19.3 and 194 —

“°193. So far as British authors and owners of copynght are concerned, the: Act has
proved: a complete failure. - Foreign reprints of - copyright .works: have ‘been largely
introduced into’ the Colonies, and .notably -American reprints’ into the - Dominion: of
Canada, but no- returns, or returns of au absurdly ‘small amount; have been: made to -the -
authors and owners. It appears from official reports that during the 10 years ending:'in .
"1876; the’amount’ recexved from the . whole of *the 19 :Colonies whlch have taken advan-

tage of the ‘Act was only 1,155, 13s 2d,, of - Whlch 1,0841::13s.:3d. - was received | from
- Canada, and that ‘of > these Colonies' seven’ _paid “nothing: 'Whatever to the authors, whlle
‘suc now.and’ then pald small’sums amounting to a few shr]lmgs -
1940 These very unsatlsf'actory results of' the Toreign: Rep'mts Act and the know-; :
.ledge that “thie' works of ‘British' authors,in ‘which : there was copyr:ght not-only inthe

“United nguom ‘but also” in the Colonies, were openly: reprinted.inthe ‘United States, . =~
‘and‘imported: into; Canada without - payment ‘of :duty,:led: tv* complaints:fromi Bntlsh‘ R
*authors and publishers ; ‘and strong efforts were-made to obtain the’ repeal-of the'i Act.y

i The' request which T ‘have : ‘been’ pressing’-in’“this: letter, and thetigrievances! whlch‘
' ,the Canadian: Copyrlght Act of 1889 Was ! mtended ito,’ thus summarlsed«m’:f '
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