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mained there during a period of three months, while the subject was
under discussion, and returned with a State paper of great value and
importance, prepared by Sir Michael Hicks-Beach, then Colonial
Minister, approving of the action of the Government in respect to the
Lieutenant-Governor of Quebec.  While in England on this occasion,
Sir Hector Langevin and Mr. Abbott conducted several matters of
importance for the Canadian Government, among which were measures
relating to the admission and transport of cattle from the United
States through Canada, which have been successtully continued to
the present day.

Mr. Abbott’s connection with the Canada Central Railway. besides
tending to direct his thoughts towards the great Pacific trans-con-
tinental scheme, led to his ultimately becoming the purchaser of a
share in the whole Canada Central enterprise, Mr, Duncan Maclntyre
being the principal owner. Under the energetic management of the
latter gentleman, the construction of the Canada Central was pushed
forward towards North Bay, and, in the spring of 1880, that road being
nearly completed, and the scheme of Mr. Mackenzie’s Government
not appearing likely to be in any degree successful, Mr. Maclntyre
and Mr. Abbott discussed the possibility of [orming a company to
construct the Pacific Railway from North Bay. [t was thought
feasible that it might be brought un from that pointtoa junction with
a portion of the railway which the Mackenzie Government had begun
near the Pacific coast, taking in the link that had also been begun by
that Government between Port Arthur and Winnipeg in March, 188o.
A suggestion to this effect was conveyed to Sir John Macdonald,
which was prepared by Mr. Abbott, and signed by Mr. MacIntyre.
The latter gentleman communicated, at the same time, with Messrs.
Stephen, James J. Hill, of St-Paul, Sir Donald Smith, Mr. Kennedy,
of New-York, and Mr. R. B. Angus, and finally obtained their con-
currence in the project which had been submitted to the Government,
An informal intimation was received that the project was looked upon
as possible, but that it should be presented to European capitalists
with a view of obtaining the best possible terms for the Government.
‘As is now generally known, Sir John Macdonald-and Mr. Pope pro-
ceeded to England, and negotiations took place with several parties,
but finally the Canadian syndicate, strengthened by the addition of Sir
John Rose, of London, and Baron Reinach, of Paris, came to an un-



