
MEN OF TUE DAN,

illained there cluringa period of tilt-ce nionflis. while Ille subject NvasÏý
under discussion, and retlurned with a Statu paper of great value and
importance, prepared by Sir Michael Flicks-13eacli, then Colonial

Minister, approving of the action of the Governinent. in respect to the
Lietiteilant-Governor of Quebec. \Vhile in 1-Ingland on this occasion,

Sir Flector 1,angevin and Mr. Abbott conclucted severat niatters of
importance for the Canadian Governillent, anion- wilich -,%?ere meastires

relating to the admission and transport of* èaffle froin the Uiiitefà
States throulgli Canacla, Nviiieil have been succes-sfully contintied to
the present (la%.

Mr. Abbott's connection with the Canada Central Railvýty. besicles
tendin- to direct his tiiotiý-lits towards the -reat Ilacific trans-coil-

tinental scheme, led to his tiltiniately becoming, the purchaser of a
share in the whole Canacla Central enterprise, NIr. Duncan MacIntyre
hein- the principal oiviier. Uilder the energetic management of the
latter gentleman, the construction of the Canada Central was plislied

forward towards North Bay, and, in the spriile- of iWso, that road bc , in-
nearly completed, and the scheme of Mr. Mackzenzie's Goveriiiiient

[lot appearing lilzely to bc in any degree sticcessful, Mr. MacIntyre
« and IMr. Abbott discussed the pos.ýibility of rorniing a company to

construct the lacific IZtilv.ty front North l3ay. It was thouglit
feasible that it tilight bc brouglit on froni that point to a juriction willi
a portion of the railway which the Mackenzie Government had begun
near the Pacific coast, taking in the link that had also been be-un by

that Government between Port Arthur and Winnipec- in March, is8o.
A su--estion to this effect was conveyed to Sir J ohn Macdonald,

which was prepared by Mr. Abbott, and signed by Mr. Maclrityre.
The latter gentleniati coniniunicated, at the same time, with Messrs.
Stepheil, James J. Hill, of St-Patil, Sir Donald Smith, Mr. Kennedy,
of New-York, and Mr. R. B. Angus, and finally obtained their con-
currence in the project which Ilaci been submitted to the Government.
Ail iiifortii,ýil intimation was received that the project was looked upon
as possible, but that it should bc presented to Ettropean capitalists
with a view of obtaining the best possible ternis for the Government.

'As is iiov geilerally known, Sir John Macdonald. and Mr. Pope pro-
ceeded to England, and negotiations took- place with several parties,

but finally the Canadian syndicate, strengthened by the addition of Sir
john Rose, of London, and Baron Reinach, of Paris, came to an un-


