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Special Notice.
SUBSCRIBERS IN ARREARS are respectfully

requested to remit at thoir earliest conve-
nience. The LABEL gives the date of ex.
piration.

CALE.NDAR FOR DEOEMBBR.

Dua. 5th-2nd Sunday in Advent.
12th-rd Sunday in Advent.-(Notice of

Ember Days.)
"l5th

" 17th Eunza DAÂTs.
" 18th)
" 19th-4th Sunday in Advent.--(Notice of

St. Thomas and Christmas.)
21st-.St. Thomas, A. & M.
25th-CHRisTMAs DAY.

Pr. Prs. M., 19, 45, 85: B. 89, 110
132-Athanasian Creed. Proper
Preface Con. Service till let of
January inclusive,

26th-St. Stephen-The first Martyr.
lot Sunday after Christmas.-(No-

fice of St. John, Innocents' Day
and Circumcision.

2'th-St. John, A. & B.
28th-nocents' Day.

THE COMING? OF TNE END.

"The end of all thinga la at hand; be ye therefore sober
and vatch unto prayer."-1 St. Peter Iv. 7. (Epsl Le.)

In the latter Apostolie times it was widely'
believed that the second advent of our Lord
was at hand. Probably the repeated warnings
giving by Christ to prepare for it may have
given ise to this idea, which was certainly
general, as we'see by St. Paul's frequent refer-
enees and allusions (Rom. xiii. 12; Philippians
iv. Y; Hebrews x. 25). The petition " Thy
kingdom come " in the Lord's Prayer may alseo
have holped to spread the belief. Mon lived in
in daily expectation of it, thinking that it
might come at any moment, and watched
earnestly for it, trying to be prepared.

If by the "day of the Lord " and the end of
allthinga" we undorstand the Second Advent
alone, thon it may not be close at hand as men
judge time. It muet, of course, be nearer than
in Apostolie days; and the necessity of watch-
in qually urgent. St. Paul tells us we
"tall not not all slecp,"and we know that
Christ will come to "judge the quick and the
dead. But virtually it comes to us at doath,
as far as our final destiny ia concernod. After
death; aithough we do not at once enter the
fnal state, yet we are in certain anticipation of

sit, awaiting, in bliss only less than only les
than that of Heaven, or despair little botter
that of hell, the sentence of the Judge. There
oenbe no change from the one state to the
other after death (St. Luke xvi. 26). With
oui last breath, time vaniahes into eternity.
We shalino longer use time in measureing the
i-'nteràl antil the day of jndgment.. For us,

thêtcefore, theiïe r.emain ateinst but 'afew
years until thé end of all things."

-If we weuld ùà0' be taken unawares,.we mist
take the advice of the .Apostle, and be "sober"
and " watch :unte prayer." Our business>,pla .
sures, and in fsct our wholi Ies, ù'nst b
sober, orrestrained, and we muet give y to
neither labour, nor enjoyment so comjplet ly
as to forget all else. If we are 'conscious that
if God the Son were to appear at any moment
He would approve of whst we are doing, we
we are doing that thing soberly. Hi&presenoè
being a restraint upon us lest we go too far,
it ought not to detract from om thoroughness
either in work or enjoyment to know thatGod
approves of them.

Again, we muat "vwatch unto prayer." We
must not only watch. for His comiug, which,
may bo delayed, but is none the lees certain
(St. Matthew xxiv. 48; We muet 'lso watch
ourselves that we do not become léthargic or
indifferent. We can, if Ve w1ll, live in prayer,
for prayer is not the expression of tho lips, but
the desire of the heart. We cannot always be
praying in words to God, but we cen so live in
a state of desiring Hlim (Psaslz xiii. 1) that
our very condition is one of prayer, just as tho
dry and parched grouud senis to be always
mutcly asking for rain. If we try to live thus,
we shall not b among those who are taken by
surprise, dismayed and terrified at tee coming
of the Bridegroom, but shall go out with joy
to meet Him, our lampa burning brightly, as
those who have long expected and desired
Him.-Belected.

APOSTOLICAL BUCCESSION.

Pa®er read by the Rev. Canon Brook, M.Â., Preasident
orz lug' cole at lthe meeting o! the Âtýon Deanesy,
teld indnroer on St. Andrew's Day, 185s. Published ly
request of the Ohapter.]

It may be well to begin with 'a definition of
Apostolical Succession. Blant, in bis Diction-
ary of Doctrinal and Historical Theology, de.
fines it as "The transmission, through the
Episcopate, of the power and authority con.
mited by our Lord to Ris Apostles for the
guidance and government of Ris Church." In
his Household Theology, the same author
says, " The regular transmission of ministerial
powers and authority from our Lord to the
Apostles, from the Apostles to the Bishops
whom they ordained, from these Bishops to
others and so on to our own day, is called
Apostolical Succession."

Apostolical Succession, therefore, in one as-
pect may be regarded as afact, a historical fact,
resting on a verifiable basis of history. As a
fact it might be stated thug: The ministerial,
commission which our Blessed Lord gave His
Apostles as the rulers of His Churchi, the
Apostles entrusted to othors, Timothy, Titus,
and others who were the successors of the
Apostles; these successors of the Apostles (whL
from the opening of the second century were
universally called bishpps), gave the commis-
sion they had .received froin the Apostios to
others ; and these last, Bishops as St. Ignatius,
the disciple of St. John, repeatedly calls them,
entrnsted the original commission to others;
and so through the numerous lines of Bishops
of the churches of the Eat and West, the min-,
isterial commission which the great Head of
the Church gave Ris Apostles eighteen and a
half centuries ago has come down to 'the Bish-
ops and Priests of our day,

This is a historical fact capable of being
verified in the records of that groat Society
whieh our Blessed Lord founded on earth-His
Churoh. Its verification iu reference to. e"ur ,

Own branch ofthe H. C. Church I halt pre
sently recur to. - I waut ta show yo
that Apostolical Succession (L) is Scriptu-
ral; (II.) i vitally necesaary; (III.- l héld by
our own Church; and (IV.). ie not uncertain in
/the 4nglican Church

A.ÀPoS roILIAÂ. Sucaeasox 1s Svan'TirasL.
The Risen Savieur thus addresses is Apos-

ties: " As my Fâther bath sent Me, even go
sond I you." Was the authority bore given to
the Apostles to die with them ? Was the min-
isterial coinmission which these words, and the
Words they stand connected with convèy, to
cease with Christ's Apostles ? If so, what
would become of the Church of Jesus which the
Aposties founded ? As a -Divine Society it
would neoed Divinely appointed rulers not only
for its commencement, but also for its continu-
ance. We are not left, however, to inferences
in this matter. On another occasion the Riaen-
Saviour thus addresses His Aposties: " Ail
power bath been given unto He in Heaven and
on eartE. Go, ye, therefore, and make dis-
ciples of all the nations, baptizing thom into the
Name of the Father, sud of the Son and of the
Holy Ghost; teaching them to observe all
things whatsoever I commauded you,- and lo i I
am with you all the days, oven unto the end of
the world." -

Our Saviour s blessed presence is here
pledged to be with His Apostles to the latest
days of His Church's warfare, aven unto the
consummation of the age. This promise could
not have been fulfilled nuless our Lord was to
be with the successors of His Apostles. A few
years would pass away and every one of that
band of Apostles would b gathered into the
blessed rest of Paradise. But the Church would'
not die, nor would ber rulera paso away. There
fore, whEn our Risen Lord pledged to that
Chu: eh and her Rulers His perpetuai presence,
He contemplated the transmission of the au-
thority and power which He gave His Apostles,
in other words, the prescient eye of Jeasus saw
the fact which we now call Apostolical Succes-
sion. On this greund, therefor, I hold that it'
is scriptural.
IL - ArOroLIAL SUCCsSION 1 VITALLY

NEcmssÂa.

Every one, I suppose, wili admit that ne oe
can authoritatively preach the Gospel of God, or
administer the Holy Sacraments, to which Jeaus
Christ an nxed the promises of grace and
pardon . without a Divine Commission. TEis ad-
mitted, the question arises, fow is Divine Com-
mission to be given? I only know of two pos-
sible ways.

Fil-st, b>' a mir-acle--tint is, Gad desiguating
by some miraculus aigu thse w hom He sots
aparts and appointe to the ministerial office in
HisChnrch. God'hasnot been ploased to adopt
this mode. Indeed we could bardly have ex-
pected the ordinary goverument of Ris Churceh
wouid be carried on b> miracuaous means.

We are sEnut np, thereforo, te tEe. ether
mode by which a Divine Commission can be
given. The original commission which the
great Head of the Church gave Ris Apostles
muet be transmitted, handed on, that fa, by
those who have authority, as the successors of
Christ s Apostles, to call and scnd ministers
into Christ a Church. Apostolical Sutccession,
thorefore, is absolutely necessary if the Ch urch
is to have a body of mon who are the duly
commissioned ambassadors of God the Father,
and the duly accredited ministers of God th
Son.

Do you think that God would send ambas-
sadors to entreat men to be reconciled to Hlim,
and net give these ambassadors clear creden
tials-redentials not ouly clear to themselves,
as the inward call which our ordinal insista on
presupposes, but clear, especially .to those to
whom God Bends them ? Surely the Lord
Jesus, who had received from the Father all au-
thority and power,. would take taire care that
the ministers He sent to act as the ambassadors 4


