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cliei- cally iade silk lias displaccd the real article, but
tuie roduction is now Iaràcr tlîan the public Wouild

c, and is incéeasing froin year to ycar. A
fact.i ' is iii operation.in tlîc Uîuited States, and the
prcs ut ycar secs the introduction of its manufacture

in .1ada. 'flIc factory rit Toronto, Junction is a
briiiih of thc Gecral Artificial Si1k Co., of Phila-
dellilia, operatinig the Stca rn proccss devéloped iii
Eîîgiaîid. It.produces a cIass of silk suitable for dress
goodis, laces, taplestries and braid. There arc twvo large
coliccrîis and Iess thaan. lialf a dozen àsniall ones Nvliicl
îii forîii tîte Canaiati clicutele of snicb a factory, and,
of course, for niany ycars to colite, anid uiless the
pre.seint conditions of iaechange greatly, tlic Catia-
diati factory is' iot likcly to gaini custoiners abroad,
wlîterc labor anîd tic cost of cliernicals arc lcss tlî-ui
licre. The. only advantage Canada utiglit hîave is in
oi of the ra1 niaterialIs, wliiciî are sprtice and cotton
wastc, but tlîis (toes not ctta lqrge figuire besicle tie
paper indîîstre, since a ton of spruce wvoîIld go a long
way to supplying raw niaterial for a silk fai-tor%. Thé
sprîîcc of Cafiada is ecînal to the bcst in the wvorld, anîd
siiperior to tlîat of niost slprtcegrowitng cotintries, but
for the purpose of. tliis individual proccss the pulp
matitifacturers of Sweclcn appear to bc able to prepare
a miore suitable article. As' tlîis is only a question of
ilie silethood of preparation, tio doubt: h Uzic îîlian anîd
t7îitcd States factories will soon be getting their pull)
iroîn Canadian muilis.. As alrcady statc.l1, tlîe processes
for lînaking artificial silk, liavc..becn greatly iiiipro,,cd,
buit Uic imnitationî, cxcept in point of clicapiiess, is still
bclow% the real silk iii strengtl, elasticity, and iii
iîonl-iiifamiiiabilit%,,, though it lias now beeni rcndcrcd
less infliammiiable tia,: cottoti. There -are several ways
hy wlîich the clîcrnist cati rcadily distinguîish between
ihie two kincîs of silk, but a simple ineaîis of teting is
by bntrtrnng. The artificial silk burns quickly in a flanfie,
leaving but littde ash, whercas tic truc silk carbonizes,
or chars, -%vlicni burnt. Ftttuer reference to the subjcct
ivill bc founid in our news columuiis.

THE GREAT TORONTO PFIRE.

The i9th of April, 1904, will -long be reniembered
iii thec annals of Toronto as the date >of the greatest. fi re
whiicl lias ever visitcd that city, and the iiîost disas-
trouis, so far as the value of propeily destroyed is con-
cerned, -Wbich lias ever occnrred iii Caiada. Bctwccn
8 o'clock ont the nighit of Uic I9th, wlien it broke Out,
'111(5 o'clock on the morning Of the 2Otli, Whicn it 1UayV
be said to have been. got un'ide r control, fourteci> acres
of buildings, containinig valuable stocks, iii the whoc-
'.ae section of the,éity, on Front, Wellinigtoil Wcrst andl
111V' Streets, Nyerc swcpt aNvay, involving a loss of about
ýT3,OO0,OOO, on whiclî there wvas insurance anoutiig
fo about $ioooo,ooo. lI tiis destruiction the textile
tr-udcs suffercd hieavily. E'ver wvholesale dry goods
""al>ljbislîment in tue. cty, witbi 'one exception, was
b' nicd out, ami in many of -tlese nliîîufàcitiring was
cairrjcçj çri, so that besides the direct loss a. large liiîi-

I 'er of lianils were thirowîi onlt of eliflovuicut. sonie
i'iglitv-five firitis, exclulsive of a nunînber o! smtaller
iiianutf.actuirers' agcuîts whlo <l1M i drjy goolls or «acces-
sories, %verc dcl>: ;%,d of tlicir buisiness hiontes. Four
large wiolcsaile, dry goodsç homses, eiglit niilliniery. two
(Mîr niantîfacturers, abuuît a1 dozîil clothiiîg antI sixm liat
acid Cal) Ilîoscs vverc ilnclnded iii tue disaster, and lost
alîost ttieir entire stocks, for so rapilv dicl thec fire
sprcad before a liglî %vind, and so difficilit wvere the cir--
clînistances for saving goods, that it :vas well îîiglî
tiscless to attenipt to remiove stocks. 'Flic interruiptioni
to &nisiness lias, how'cver, not been so serions as niiiglit
bave been cxpected. Most o! tlîe hnrned ont firilis
sectured tcnîporary accommioda~tion witlîout delay~, and
oiiC flrîil at least, the W. R. B3rock Co, :vas in a positioti
Io fi1l ail orders ait onîce- from its Nfontreal :vareliouise.
TIlouglh a shortage wvas cxpected in sopne Hines, witli

i>acvace iii prices, sud: (tocs uxot scell: to IUave
occtîrred. M\ost of tîte flrms Nvil1 rebuild witlit (lelay
-somie o! tleim have alread>' let their contracts aîîd
operations have cominieîced-ancl we are ilot aware of
a single textile firni whlicIî is going ont of business as
a restitt of the tire.

Thîis disaster carnecs wifli it soie inipcrtant les-
sons. One is. that Troronito (and otlîer citics are *pro-
bal>ly iii the sanie positioni) with ai, efficienit anîd fairly
well-<MIuipped fire b)rigade, is tiot iii a position to cope
%vih snicl a conflagration. A lcssnîî whici Troronto
lias learticà, and it is eniipliasî%zed by the receit Balti-
more fire, very sinîjilar iu its cliaracter to tliat at 'lo-
ronto, is tliat the water pressure for su:clî ail occasionl
is not adequate. It stands to renso,î that wvith a large
nibeiil)r of streanis in -operation thc presstnre*is re(cecc,
and the fircien, even witlî water towers, canlot reacli
the uipper stories o! lîiglî buildinîgs. lii cities witli a
:vater front, sticli as Baltimiore and Toronto, separate
mains for fine purposes only are rcquired, Witt, stationlarY
enigilies oin tlîe water front. Snicb have beenl inistalleti
i sonie places alreacly, and the Toronto cit3 coutîicil
lias asked tlîe chie! o! thet fire departiuient for a report
t-fî snici a systenli, wilii, it is a foregoîie colnclusiodi,
will lie lin !avo« o! it. Automlatic spriiikliiîg systenîs,
stanid» ipe.s aîîid liose.on the different. flats of large %varc-
blouses, the cnclosiîig of elevators and stairways witli
terra cotta or brick wvalls, Uie lise of ironl for %vindow
franies an(: sashi, vitlî POSSibY %vine gflass, .11(lir on
slîutters, aid' close supervision :111(1 ilispcctioll o! cec-
tric wviritig arc precautiotîs wliicli sholild be Observe('-
il is ttligit the Toronto fine originatedi front an'i cec
tnic wire lu tic pnenîlises Of thec E. & (.'ureC. u
the fact w'ill probàbly neyer bc Énowiî.

TÉle finit of A. A, Alla> & Co. %vere fontunate ini
one i esl)ct. Thecy lîad coîivcrtcd the amea uinder the
sidewalk. lusually eniployed as a place for coaî, ilto a1

strhue nihdtin arge quatitity of valuiable
airs wiliîch were saveci witlîout lainîage.

Sonlie of -the firnîs wliich uvere bunic out lost thicir
Ijooks and paliers, whlich wverc iii tlicir vatiîts, the latter
lîaving proved to lie anvthing buit finrroo!.- A111oll
these was*t1e \Vvld-Darling Co., whioles-ale dry gouds,
:%'hosc bjooks wcrç conxplctely destroyed.


