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]&UR OTBUO.
À9VANG(;ELhIZA T711O N FRA NCE.

A ioeekaor two ago 1 recelved (rom Pister Lorriux, tie
gencral agent cf tise Central Missionury Society of tise
Refornsed Protestant Churcis cf France, ai long letter.
giving full details cf tise woric donc during tise laut
threc montis. Having atready made yanr readers oc-
quainteed witi tise origii sand special abjects cf ibis
Society, It, nay bc welI te -taie, In a condenaed
<crus, the substance cf bis leiter, te Stop <hemt au
courant wîtis misslonary aperatlona in France, its dif.
ficultics, needs, and ccessea.

After expressing gratitude for blessings received,
and fi tisa progresa made during the past ycar, s de.
termination is expresseid te persevero lin <he voiS
commenced, laking s a mate II Ve shahl maintain.Y
And but~ resolution is b&seci ain tise fai:t that 1< vas tise
Matter Himsell visu boit tnclined tihe Society te begin
eperations, and viso has alwayu visily sustainedl
tison. They Il iii maîntain"» thse ground galacd, bie.
cause tise Reformed Cisurcis, visose auxiliary and off.
spring tise Society Io. reckoais on their assistance, and
commanda them te fight by its aide. Tise posta <bey
occupy were t.sken ins tise Church's namse. Ail tise
.agents teck out and gatiser iat groupa disperted
Protestants, viso, witisout sucS efforts, would hc osta
te, tise Cisurcis, and, visat la vorse, would ho wiuhout
aaiy religionsservice, and w- Id sean bas ail sente cf
religions lile. Tise Society could net to-dny abandon
ona cf their stations without wealcening tise Churcis le
tisat district, and without rende-ririg tise ministry cf
tise regniar pastor cf tise pariash citiser Impossible or
cverwieming. 1< must ho borne in mlnd tisai
tisere are solna

PARISIIES

visicis campreliend cone, two, tisree, and ovon as rssaey
as four, Departinents 1 Take, for example, tisai of
Oise, tise Departient t'e whi Calvin vas born. Ie
tise wl'ocf that Immense district of counitry <bore la
but crie ojilda Pastor. (Pastors acknowledRed and
endowed by tise State are called oMfciai in France.)
And Yet thero are groups of Protestants, more or less
numerous, in seven tovns le Ibis Department,
and le twoaity other localities No wender, tison,
tisat tise tswe agents cf tisa Socfety-tise one ai
Bleauvais anti tise one ai St. Just-are bots oer.
whclmed witis woiS, isalf of their time beieg speni
in travelling. And yeî in addition, tise>' have te sup-
ply an "lofficiai» station visicis bas beon for tome
niontis vacant. Mr. Lorriaux soa tisai, witie assisi.
ing co of tisese agents lately ai St. Just, ho s ie.
terested in seeissg an ,ald voman, al ter tise mornieg
service, came up sud nuit permission te aigu tisa regis.
ter cf adisesýons te tise Refornsud faitls, visici she
dîd ie tise following wo:d:. - IlI tise undmiagned, botu
at Quincampoix, tise 25th September, rSs 8, dedaire, le
presence cf Pastor L, tisat 1 separate niyself (rom tise
Roman Catisolic Cliurcis, after mature deliberation,
and attacis mystif te tise Refarmcd Evangelical
Cisurcis." More was an aged woinan, vh isa it the
courage ta break wits tise convictions of a long life,
and te embrace visai ise bil isitiserta regarded as
heretical views. Ai tise saine urne, a iman, oneo of
tise most respected citizens cf tise place, signed tise
sanie register, after making a bimilar declartion
No wonder ho vas interested ia tise resuIt of bis viait.
Again ut anotiser statiort-Quincarnpoix-a distance
of three or four miles <rom Si. JUSt, ho met ln thse
aftcraion of tise sante day more tisan crie isundred
persans, witis tise Mayor cf tise village ai tiseir isead.
.1 tae .yar, it seis, le a vmr regular attendant at
tise services, and often goes te St. Just on occaions
vison services are iseld there. After thse meeting sev-
oral almanacs (Protestant) were bought frein the cal.
porteur, viso distributed 2* tise saine ie nunserous
tracts Tise Mayor senit him carniage te taise Mr.
L, back te St Just, and afterexpressing hIs gratitude
te tise Society for carrying tise liglat cf tise Gospel te
hic village sud dia surrunding country, said ai part-
mg, ,W aV ced moral and religions mon te gi-te
su example te our populatiofl. lnei evening tise
agent ai St Jus: to!d Mr. L cf metiàng ai Moucis>.
saint.Eioi a venerable couple, dis isusband ciglit>-
fire sud the vife eigisty-tvo, viso, in a short ,ime,
had lest four chiîdren, but ise iait bc=a sustained b>'
(astis sa Christ, and bcsng tisa enly Protestante in the
place, <ho>' vne testifying te the hope diat vus tics
tisera, and waiting ia profouud peace, tise heur cf tbir

oe departrare, rejoléing tisait, ai tise «me. 0f their
buttaai, thse words oflile and inumorulity (n Christ
wouldbhospoken tetheir fellow.cltiaeea. I cmittdit
"ay abat ut tise Morning service a man frin Monthioen,
more titan eigist miles freont St. just, approacsod Mr.
L, and asked permlison te send the proceeda of a
collection mnade spontasr.ously by tise couverts at bis
village for tise bondfit of tise Cantral Society. He
vas told that gifts, amcuntleg te 2~o (rancs, isad ai-
resdy been sent (rom tise tomse locality te tise statiors
at St. Just, a pretty gond, aigu tisa these convrti ers
In earnest. Se taudi for thse Oise. Uet us now select
tise Dcpartmnsee of

LOT,
ln tise south. Tise Protestants of Cahors in ibis De-
partraent vers visited sente time ago by a pastar from
Montauban, a distance cf tmre sixty.three milms
Durlng hls stay ho was Invlted te preacis thse Gospel
nt Concorès, a village a Uitile fatier off. In conte.
quence, a religions moivernnt tooli glace and devel.
cped ; and tise pastor cf Caussade, eariy thse aime
distance cff as Montauban, came te tise assistance of
bis colleague. A cengregation was organied, and a
poster settled at Concotès, vise, In addition, supplies
Cahoas, and findsaopportun<loa to puy' ccaslonal
visite te the scatiered Protestants of Lot, bcarlng thse
ligisi cf tise Gospel viserever le s demnasded. A asow
temple bas been hut at Concorrè,, aud reeently
opened--one lady (Maudnme M41arracci) contributing
ton îlsous2ud francs. Otiser suras were sent front tise
United States. ii being oes of tise places visited by
tise Rer. Mr. Nevell a yoar or twoa go, and for visich
iso proanlscd assistance In thse Depa.rtmenî cf

SAôN<E ET LOIRE
there la but anc officiai pastor, and yeî Protestants are
(oued scattred ai Intervals ait dirougis It. Tise pas-
tor la iselpcd by only two agents, placed ai différent
points, sud two colporteurs. Again, In tise Depart.
ment of

a vaut province, tisere la net a single pastor of the
Reforrned Churcis, wite, scattezed over II, are at
toast ene îbousand Protestants, otd and new. Thse
saine may bc sald ef the Indr~e, and many othor De-
partineaits. AU

THE AGENTS
cf the Society provide religions services for thse sent-
toied Protestan ts, se lar as circumstances will permit,
and for sucis Roman Catisolics as manifest any desire
te listen te tise Gospel. Tise> ail wois isarnoniously
with thse Consistories and tise pastera, and leandci
dedly te thse evangelical section cf thse Rermnedi
Churcs, or, as tise Frenchs say, te tise"I Synodal Organi.
zation.» Forty-two stations cf thse Central Society
have isecome regtriarly Staie.constituted churcises,
and are ne longer dependent on ths fueds cf dis
Society. At dis present Linte, Mr. Lorralux tells me,
tbers are at least art equal numnier ready ta enter tise
official family, but for several years the State bua
located ne nov pariases. In consequence cf <hie, for
eacis nov verk undeiken, <rosis resources bave to ho
(oued, se tisat tise expensea cf tise Socicy have gene on
incrcaslng frein year to year, unti last year tisey rose
te ths suna cf 249,443 francs. Thse Central Commit.
tee of Paris alone spent last year 139,65o francs,
double die amount cf any year during tise Luit tee.

Tise Society began ibis year vush i5o agents, wiseat-
tend tb 36c, stations. Tisey'maintain aisesixty sciools
and varions warks cf beneflcence botd in France and
in AlgerLa. Dependent on tise Society aise are two
preparatory %cieoots of theology, that at Battig.
noUles, Paris, widi îisirty stridents, and diat ai Tour-
non in thse sentis, ut wviid aise tisere are thirty stn.
dents. After lcaviaig tbist~ scisools thse youeg mmn
prosecute thour studios, cubher nt tise Tiseological
Faculty cf Paris, or ai tisai cf Mantauban.

Mr. Lorriaux stys <bat tise mayor of a Commune,
visicis be recently vislted, sid, to bim, on partisg,
UWith saine goed and truc

HUGUENOTS
la cadis locality, thse prieciples of morality, tamilY lire,
and respect foi religion, would rime vastiy, and France
trould bc saved." 'Yes, France la now roaplng doh
fruit cfwviai sesowed i former days. TiseHugue-
nets vere baxiiiseà as malefactors frein tise land
visicis tlsey vers enricbing by'tir Industr>', amI
enobling by their conduct, and carried with thém'te
thse lands in wisich tisey rccived an asyluin, tisoso
" principles cf moraility, farnily liteand respect.fer re-
ligion "which are now uçoded? aççordbig te <ii rural

j thyor,$it save tiscU fatiserland frbtn toltical anirchy
il its ocial dlsorg'atifation. Wll ,toud It bo fur

France If her politicians generally entertnined the
vlews exprezoed by thse Mayor of ibis lJint Commune.

T. H.
Dresdeis Germany, .17tA Ftb.,,r$.e3

l'APOSTOLIC SUCCIESà'ION ANI? TItI
A POST7OjUC FA TIII?e.

Tbcy tell us tisat bishops, preabyteri, and deacons
are casential to evaty congregation (ad Trait, 3); thse
blstaop la flot to neglact tise vidows, bc la to assemble
the congregation frequently and teck alter ait by
nome. n nt dcsplaleg miais and femalo slaves (ad Poly.
caî>i 4):. thse bishop offert up thse public prayers in
tise congregation, and thse bithop and the presbyters
convene the congregation (ad £EjUe. 2o>; nothin,.
eau bre donc in the Cisurch, "<tisant the bishop tait
Trait. 2) ; wlthout him it ta not Iawful eltiser te bi p.
titis or ta celebrats tho cucharist ; and vtserever hie
shaUl appmar there thse multitude lu to assembla (ea
SWmyrn. 8) Each biasoptise; had but one altar land
one congeegation. Wbat diocesasi of thse prescrit day
could perforra ail tisese dutles? Yet they are just
wbat tisousanda of Presbyterian pastor-bishops are
performing week by week. They ame purelv pastotal
du îes. lIn all the seven episfles we find flot a Word
about confirmation or ordination, and notising is
affinned of tise blshop tisat la flot perfectly consistunt
wlis the atrictest equatity between hlin and the pres.
bytcrs. lndeed the favourite coraiparison of Ignatius
la witli tihe Sanisedrlm, tise presbytera bueg tise mcmn.
bers and tise bishop thse pyesident, and it is well known
tisat no distinction of tank obtalned beîween thse
president of the Sanhedrlm and iLs niembers.
Whether tison tise evidence ot tise Ignatian epistles
pertalus te the firsi or theo thitd century, tbey tcstily
simply ta presbyter-issiops.

Thse writings ci tise remaining apostolic Fathers
contain nothing pertinent ta our subjtict.

It la Impossible te over-estimnate tise value of tise
ovidence heme adduced. These were mien wiso heard
thse trutis Ikom the tipi of îthe apossica, vise were living
durleg tise lorganiza.lon cf thse primitive Churchos, who
boit doubtlosa received rnany directions orally whics
have flot been preserved te out turne. So far as unirs.
spired testimony le concernel iisa lu of tise ver>' iigis.
est order, and moroover boing unwittingly given when
wrlting on subjects only remotely referring te Cisurcs
governinent, indicating wisat was the condition of
tings acqtsleàced in without question, it ia difi¶cul to
conceive whzt stronger argument could ho lramod.&
XI is, moreover, ait tise evidence ni n contemporry
cisaracter that can bc obtaineti. Net oe word
remains to us front any wdfter of-the firai century, nor
lais citeer allier blntedl b>' anyoe tIsai such did
ever exist, whieh contradicts thse 'anied testimony cf
Clemcnt, Polycarp, sand Ignatius. Have we not a
right, tison, te claimt that, seoking out prtnciples in tihe
Word of God, we find cuiselves walucng in tise aid
paths »lof the apostolic Fatisers, and thse Ilgood way'
of tise primitive Cisurcis.

Thse chain of apostclict or more properly cf episco-
pal, successicnt tacts, then, is firai links. fi is net
ecugs that tise naine Ilbssop Il bc foursd. Tis

dites ever minister cf tise Presbyterian Churcs daimis.
Re enl>' la a bisbop, in ths mediSoval and modera
senteocf tise word-tse scnse cosnezsded for by ail
advocates of tise divine right ci episcopacy-syko
possess thse exclusive power of confirmation, ordina-
tien, and goyerfimrnt. The question la really dio-
cesan ver=$s parocbial epiýr-opaciy. Preabyterians do
net deny tisai in thse early Church one presby-ter pro.
sided as/rimus intrrej, "Il ohre mny are equi
in dignity-one only cou occupy tise firsi place'
(Cicaro, Pr-o àurina) ; but vo deny tisai ho ocuied
ibis position as bcbng ofa hîglier arder, and excng4
jure divine, isigier fsmnctiosss. Soute writexs eageily
seize upon alinoat ever>' sentence in viicis the 'tord
Ibishop boccurs, and tison exultiegly. exclainm, *«Here

la thse gemz of visat we are defending I" 1< matters
flot t0 thsora vseier tbefr atithor defirses thie functaots
cf tise episcopate or not-the nante is sufficieni, and
tisez, they tutu teous asnd aolemailyremind us cf Korai,
Da.isan, and AbiramIn. "On wcuid tÉink,» sais
Jamieson, "Iltat; ai tie bcinitg theY plead otsly Ic
as gond as nothing ; ýand <bat the tbiag tbey woasld
have i3 ne bigger -than thse cloud whîcb was liea
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