82
A

... J O

i tef;peil Speling sz‘n_ghﬁ}ntp

) BT Yt SRR AP NN W’\/\
'Itl-;vmﬁn SpELING; 1. Oar evry nseles leter.
2.. CHANGE d to ¢, phto f, gh to J, If sounded so.
These rules axe justified by Revision of Speling
(now in progres).  Such speling is to be )ln'(gfer(l,
just as the Revised Translation of the Bible is pre
ferd to that of 1611, : e,

CORRESPONDENCE.
PAIRD VOWELS.

Sir,—The articl in yur last on Paird
Vowels seems misleading in some particu-
lars, Fonografers wil never believ, as there
aserted, that the vowels in il/ and ¢el ar na-
tural pairs. Dwe! as long as yu wil on ill
and yu can never make eel of it. Theris no
real short sound of ¢ (as in cel) used in Eng-
lish, altho it is somewhat shorter in week
and leck than in weak or squeak. By pro-
nouncing the first pair of words somewhat
shorter than is proper, the tru short sound
of e (as in eel) wil be herd, but even then the
words wil not sound like wick and lick

The riter of the articl speaks of leaving
the vowels “ n at and naught unmated, as
they shud be.” I believ, with Pitman, that
those vowels ar pzird by those in father and
not respectivly, and so truly that no man
can put them asunder.

Inseveral other matrs 1 canot quite agree
with Pitman. The & sound, for exampl, is,
to my ear, as clear and distinct in swine as
the ¢ in twine. [ think his analysis of the
difthong in aisle faunlty. Stil, Major Powel
and all of us may take lesns in analysis of
English from the old gentlman.

Joun WaTson.

Catonsville, Md.

fOur correspondent is right, from his
stand-point; we ar right from ours. Both
agree when the fog is cleard away by the
wind of explanation. No one of the twelv
vowels pairs exactly with any other. What
is ment by an exact pair? Two vowels ar
exact pairs when they difer in guantity only
and not in guality. Our correspondent con-
founds quality and quantity. Two vowels
ar (not exact, but aproximat) pairs when
their guality is not too wide apart. Two
males or two females shud not mate; buta
male and a female may constitute a wel-
mated pair, if, difering in some respects,
they ar otherwise adapted, as being of the
same race, like age. &. For a yung Cau-
casian to mate with an old African is not
pairing, but is forst and unnatural union.
Now, if the twelv . wels be left to seck na-
tural afinitis, kow wil they pair> Let pre-
conceived notions be laid aside—notions
born of the nccesity for brevity in ~horthand,
as explaind last month. "We stil believ
that revision of vowel relations wil sho that
four do no: mate, from a fonologic stand-

,«'poiqt, and in strict truilh, altho necesity
! {which nos no 1a%) may stil make it cxpedient
.to so pair them %s 30 Shorthand dots, and
.dashes., The fodr tnmated ar those j ‘Ao/,,

—r

at, up, or; the four mates ar 4 7,
1. Those in il and el ; }Q ‘.
2, Yol ¢oale; /6
3, -+ .m0t father;

4. pull ** pool.—EDITOR.)

THE VOWEL IN Jer.

Sir,—I hold that the vowels in met, up,
\ and ker difer in quality. Had I yur ear for
two minuts, yu shud hear:

1. U in hurry, curry, &e.

2. 9 in her, clergy, cur, &c.

3. e in Jeresy, clervical, &c.
and the ralso clearly as any born Paddy
can giv it; and then yu shud hear the vow-
els only. the remainder of each word being
suprest. It wud be sily and misleading in
me to afirm (as yu supoz I do in yur last
issue) that thesecond vowel above was herd
only in the faulty speech of persons who
habitualy drop rs. Itis not a diference of
quantity, length, prolongation, butof quality ;
and requires a diferent position and func-
tioning of the vocal mecanism, which I take
to be the tru test of vowel distinction. If I
suspected myself of contending for a fancy
vowel, even a shade vowel, or a finiky notion,
Iwad *“dry up’ and stay dried on this
matr.

J. H. Kippex,
Owego, N. Y.

HOW WE SPEAK.

A Filological section has recently been
organized in the Canadian Insutute. We
clip an acount of its first meeting from the
Toronto Daily Mail. We copy les for the
matr than for the maner of study ncul-
cated. Rev. Dr. McCurdy was in the Chair.

“The first xegular meeting of the Filological
Section was hel on Mondsy evening, the lecture
room of the Institute being wel fild. The sub-
ject was the fysical basis of specch, the lecturer
being Dr. Hamilton, of this city, who, tho confin-
ing himself merely to tho gros anatomy and fysi-
ology of the organs of vocal expresion, succeeded
in giving his aundience a very clear iden of the
complicated proces of speaking. The foloing is
anabstractof this very interestingand instructiv
lecture:

_“ This is the age of fysical resercrh. Almnost all
sientific work has now a fysical basis. Great ad-
vances had been made in natural filosofy by
means of expesimental fysics, Ambrose Paréwas
considerd the father of moderm surgery. His
chief claim to the titlo was due to his having in-
trodust the ligature as ameans of stoping hemor-
ago, whereas before Paré's day the cautory, actnal
and potontial, was used, as the diping of tho
bleoding stump after amputation into boild oil
to arest the bleeding. The ligature is & rational
meansg of stoping bleeding, based on.partial no-
ledge of tho circulation of the blood, Jater fuly
proclaimd by Harvy, after his studies in Padus,
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