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The Bible.

Thy starry light,

Beaming so teniderly o'er earth’s dreary waste,
Makes it all bright,

And deserts blossom where thy glad wings baste.

Thy sunlit ray, -

Gleaming so gloriously, divinely bright,
Chases away

The sombre shadows of our nature’s night.

‘Who'd sing thee true ?
Not one, though Gabriel’s harp and skill were
givn:
Who'd paint to view
The glowing wonders ef this boon of heav'n?

No voice replies,

No band is equal to the task of might,
No seraph tries

To pour thy radiant beauties on the sight,

Earth’s charter, thou,
To heav’n-built kingdoms—fadeless crowns of
joy—
' And let man now,
To thy wide-spread, his energies employ.

Let tby march speed |
Till all earth’s weary, burdened sons rejoice ;
Till none bave need
To ask his brother, ¢ Hast thou beard its voice ?”
L. A. D.
Prince Edward Island.

| mligiona lﬁittlliAg'cﬁt:.J
God's Voice from China to the
Churches.

BY THE REV. JOHN ANGELL JAMES.
THE CALL.

China is open!! open from one end to
the other for the introduction of the Gospel.
If what is done on earth be known in hea-
ven, I can imagine Morrison, Medharst, and
other departed missionaries rising from their
seats in glory and uttering the shout, # China
is open to 1! while the heavenly
hosts in millions of echoes reverberate the
sound, crying, “ Halleluia, China is open.”
And shall we on earth be apathetic, damb,
inactive? Forbid it, our zeal for the glory
of God and our love to man. Let the uni-
versal Church join the strain and exult that
China is open, and learn the lesson which
Providence bas taoght ‘z‘ it:h‘ w;)ir:.m
drous dispensations tow. empire.—
1 sm not forgetful, I cannot be,~who is 7—

..of what Pravidenca 1..1 hean daing |
ahoinlndi..whn#ln been more

and apparently more obstructive of
the work of evangelization. From Hindo-
stan, I am most willing to admit, the call of
God to Britain for ennrlinﬁo efforts has
been uttered in loud and terrible voices.—
The dreadful tragedies ofgDelhi, Cawnpore,
Bareilly, and -other Ehceo, proclaiming, as
they do, that the dark places of the earth
JREY full of the habitations of cruelty, and
: demonstrating the need of Christianity
to subdue the ferocious spirit of Mohamme-
danism and Hindooism, put in requisition
our energetic operations for the conversion
of our Oriental empire. That country will
be held to us more securely by the Bible
than by the sword ; by the missionary than
by the soldier; and our Government will
but repeat the infatuation of their predeces-
sors if, by the neutrality they talk of, they
intend any the most distant approach to a
concealment of the fact that the Govern-
ment of India is a Christian Government,
or to a discountenance of evangelical opera-
tions, or to a friendly connivance at the
crimes of idolatry. In advocating the cause
of China, I am not, therefore, forgetting
India. My own co ion has subscrib-
ed five hundred pounds, in addition to their
ordinary contributions, for fresh efforts on
bebalf of Hindostan, But I am appreben-
sive lest the deadly and engrossing interest
which attaches to India should lead to the
overlooking of China. India is now recon-
quered if not tranquilized, and reduced to
subjection if not yet restored to order. Let
not India, therefore, be any objection against
efforts to eonvert the Chinese.

In default of some voice of more com-
manding power than my own, I bave deter-
mined.to call the attention of the Churches
to their duty and privilege in reference to
recent stupendous events respecting China.
Disabled by the visitation of God for much
bodily labour in his cause, I must, if I would
do anything, employ my pen. If intense
interest in the spiritual welfare of China
qualify me for the task of urging the claims
of that country, | am not unmeet for it, for I
can truly aver that a day never passes over
my bead during which I do not let my
thoughts fly to it, and my earnest prayers
ascend to forit. Perhaps I may, with-
out assumption or arrogance, affirm that the
subject berongl to me, since God.by my pen
no long time since, called forth between two
and three million of the Scriptures for China,
and raised for the Bible Society between
thirty and forty thousand pounds for this

Having thus sent forth the call
la- a million Testiments, (for such only was
the original requirement), 1 seem almost
authorized to raise another call for a HUN-
prEDp MissioNARies. Here, then, are my
reasons for undertaking ltiou leng-t Brim‘l;

Christi all evange *hurches,
e e s and with :'::ont
more rational, more boly, and more ate
than that which shook the plains of Cler-
mont when a hi thousand voices, ua-
der the fervid ap of Peter the Hermit,
exclaimed, “ wills it, God wills it,” to
cry, “China for Christ, China for Christ,
-God wills it!”

~ Can we doubt that God wills it ? Apart

prediction of , which assures us
knowledge of God shall cover the

earth as the waters do the sea, we have a
assurance concerning

not to what God proclaims by ancient He-
brew seers, as to what he has done by less
holy instrumentalities, in modern times—
by the powers of armies, the decisions of
war, the treaties of contending nations.

Mark this. Twellzly years ago, China
was hermetically sealed against the entrance
of foreigners to her dominions, Till then
she retained the jealous isolation of thou-
sands of years, and there seemed no more
probability at that time of the doors of her
empire being unbolted and thrown than
there was a thousand years ago. mﬁh"
had, for ages, mercantile establishments out-
nild]:t:;w:lhof Canton, but we were not
allowed even to peep through its es
into the city itself. No foot of a :m‘ry
was allowed to tread the streets, not a Bible
nor a tract to be given to a single individual
within its walls. Oh how we
prayed and waited for access to its teemi
population! How we wished, yea,
for unrestricted approach to its vast hive of
people! Our Morrisons and our Medhursts
wore out their lives in anxious patience,
waiting for the opening of the door, and
died “ in faith, not having received the pro-
mises, but having [only] seen them afar off.”
If any one, twenty years ago, bad ventured
to predict that at the expiration of that time
China would 3y trealy be thrown wide open
not only for commerce but for Christianity,
would he not have been to us as one that
dreamed? Should we not have pronounced
him the most extravagant of all enthusiasts ?
Or if, on the other hand, we had given cre-
dence to his prediction, would not our faith
have filled us with astonishmeént and delight ?
Would not our i ination have gloated
over the glorious anticipation? Should we
not have made it our boast and our song.—
« In twenty years all China is to be open to
Christianity I” Should we not have said,
¢ Let that be realized, and we shall be wil-
ling to make any sacrifice for its evangeli-
zation 7’

Well, behold ! it is done: China is open
from end to end for the introduction of the
Gospel. Marvellous fact! We can not
only send as many Bibles, but as many mis-
sionaries as we place to any part of that
country, under the sanction of a treaty.—
Am I writing fact or fiction? Can it be
true? Itis. Providence bas done it by
the most wounderfal of all revolutions.—
There is nothing like it in modern, or hard-
ly in ancient, times. And yet, now it is
come, we seem to hear and spesk of it with
a cool and measured delight which is aston-
ishing and mortifying. ith what songs
of ‘joy aught we, as Christians, to go up to
the temple of the Lord and thank him that
China is everywhere accessible to the Gospel!

God’s Providence seems of late years to
have been to work witk China, and for it!
and he has "'
bad

of his own benevolent purposes towards that
vast empire, How iniquitous and abomin-
able was the nefarious Opium War, and
how d efal to this country! Yet God
made it subservient to his own scheme of
mercy to China, by opening five doors into
that hitherto exclusive nation. And then,
I, for one, never saw the justice of the war
which bas lately terminated so wonder-
fully for China’s own advantage, as [ am

uite confident it has done in various ways.

at “ God makes the wrath of man to praise
him, and the remainder of wrath does he
restrain.” Oan the dark cloud of human
passions and vices, He impriots the bow of
promise and of mercy. Upon how com-
paratively insignificant an event has His
wisdom founded this stupendous change of
the destiny of the most populous, and, in
some respects, most extraordinary nation
upon the earth. Who could have thought
that the trifling affair of the Arrow would
have ended in a treaty which should demo-
lish the absurd jealousy, the irrational ex-
clusiveness, the astounding prejudices, arro-
gance, and selfishness of thousands of years,
and lay open to the world a people which
during this long period had been shut out
from the fellowship of nations? ¢ This is
the Lord’s doing, and is marvellous in our
eyes.”” It is the stately march of Provi-
dence in its usual way of acting, in bring-
ing great effects out of what appear to us to
be small causes.

And must we not especially mark the
band of God in moving the minds of the
negotiators of the late treaty with China to
stipulate for the toleration of Christianity ?
It is not usual, at léast not very, in modern
times, for diplomatists to take religion into
account, and make it an article of treaties.
Nor can we in this case fail to notice the
unlimited extent of the toleration secured :
itis all China open to all truths of the
Christian faith! My heart glows as I write
it, my very fingers seem to thrill as they
pen (he sentence. Had we at this moment
a thousand missionaries to send, China is
accessible to them all. They might land on
any part of the coast, and the treaty would
cover them all with its protection. O my
God and Saviour, what hast thou not done
in thy wisdom and mercy for China’s spiri-
tual welfare ! Yes, this is the chief end of
God in those events. Stateswem look only
to political power and influence ; manufac-
turers and merchants look only to com-
merce ; but the eye of God is upon the
evangelisation of the people. Christ, who
is head over all things to his Church, has in
view the setting up of his kingdom.

British Chbristian, of every name, does
not God call to you from China to consider
his ways? Could an audible voice from
heaven be more intelligible ? Do you not see
Divine Providence beckoning to you from
Pekin? Why, comparatively a few years
ago, it was death to a native to embrace, and
to & missionary to preach, the gospel; and
pow Providence has made way for all the

ulation, if so disposed, to receive it, and
g:pullthomininmin& d and Ameri-
¢a, if they were so inclined, to go and pub-
lish it. When Providence calls so loudly,
shall we not listen to its voice? Wbengu
course is so manifest, shall we not mark its
footsteps? When it is eo gloriously work-
i summoning us to work with it, shall
we refuse to co-operate ? or go reluctantly,
grudgingly.ndmdllyto the work? T
walls of Jericho have fallen flat to the
ground, and shr 1l we refuse to go %ﬂd
possess the city? 1 address you as Lrotes-

ought—you must— will
ing more—much China.

The people, as I shall show, are to
nuivoyu.“‘noﬂ'..mb
Rarvest. - What is- wimiel B B

S Wy ¢

and | dent that the Government was unfavorable

sven u“...-nnhuihd.-d-—n. and.

tants as well as Christians, ~ “ Up, and be P
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Christianity in Madagascar. |

In the year 1818, missionaries from the |
London Society arrived in Madagascar, and
met a cordial reception from the king. They
diligently applied themselves to the acquire-
ment of the language, introduced an alpha-
bet, prepared elementary books, and trans-
lated the Sciptures into the native toogue.
Schools were also established, and, n the
space of ten years, between 10,000 and 15,
000 of the bad learned to read,
and many of them to write; while a con-
siderable number professed themselves
Christians. On the death of the king in
1828, the upholders of idolatry regained the
ascendency, and, although the missionaries
were still permitted to continue their schools
and religious teaching, it soon became evi-

to their operations. In 1833, their labours
were interdicted, and the profession of Chris-
tianity by any of the natives was prohibited ;
it was also required that all Christian books
should be given up to the Government. In
the following year the missionaries left the
country. After their departure, the native
Christians were assailed by violent persecu-
tion ; some wc:“runinhed by fire, imprison-
ment, slavery death; while others fled
for refuge to the forests and caverns of the
mountains. The result of these proceed-
ings &mved the reverse of what was intend-
ed ; in place of arresting the progress of
Christianity, the number of its professors
was thereby greatly augmented.

Rev. William Ellis has visited them three
times, in 1853, 1854, and 1856, and relates
the following :

From all the accounts that were given,
the truth seems to have been sought as a
priceless ‘treasure, and hoarded in their
hearts as something more precious than gold,
and dearer than life. Their faith in its en-
tireness and solidity was based solely on the
Scriptures. They seem neither to have
known or thought of any system or creed as
such, but to have regarded the truth of the
Bible as that which was able to make them
wise for both worlds. Intimately associated
with their careful stndy of the Scriptures,
seems to have been their constant habit of
prayer. It often appeared to me that they
might have been appropriately called by the
same name as that by which the early Chris-
tions in the South Sea Islands were univer-
sally designated, the praying people. The
word of God and prayer seem to have been
the two sources whence they derived that
vigor and matarity of Christian character
which they have presented to the world.

Few copies of the Scriptures have escap-
ped the search made for them, but these
were preserved with a carefulness that show-
ed how highly they were valued. Mr. El-
lis brought to Europe 8 New Testament so

.patehad, that it |
was difficult to recognize the original work.
It is now at the depot of the British and
Foreign Bible Society.

Since 1836, the Malagasy Christians have
suffered much cruel perseculion, which they
have borne with noble fortitude ; the sever-
est was that in 1849:

Numbers were informed against, and ap-
prehended by officers of government bearing
a silver spear designated * The bater of
lies,” and numbers on the requisition of the
Government, acknowledged their having en-
gaged in Christian worship. The nature of
their offence may be inferred from the sub-
joined recital of the practices of which they
were accused during the last persecution.
When a number of them were then arrang-
ed, it was asked by the chief officer, “ What
is that you do? ﬁ‘hio that the queen hates
—that which says believe in it or him and
obey the gospel ; refusing to fight and quar-
rel with each other ; refusing to swear by
their sisters with a stubbornness like that of
stones or wood ; observing the Sabbath as a
day of rest; the taking of the juice of the
grape and a little bread, and invoking a
blessing on the head, and then falling down
on the ground, and when the head is raised,
the tears running down from the eyes. Now
are you to do these things, or are you not?
—for such things, it is said, are done by the
praying people, and on this account the peo-
ple are made to take the oath.” Then Ra-
mary stood up before the people and said,—
« | believe in God, for he has made all things,
and I follow (or believe) the gospel of God.
And in regard to fighting or quarreling, if
we, who are one people, fight and quarrel

among ourselves) what good would be done ?
ut if the enemies of our country come, the
servants of God will fight. And-in regard
to swearing, if the truth is told, does swear-
ing maks the truth a lie? And, if alie is
told, does swearing make the lie truth ? For
the truth is truth, and a lie is a lie, whether
sworn or not. I put my trust in God, and
in Jesus Christ, the Saviour and Redeemer
of all; he is able to be that to all that be-
lieve.”

Of the numbers implicated some idea may
be formed from the fact, that at one time,
and ono place, 37 who bad explained or

hed the word were reduced to slavery

with their wives and children 42 who had

books were made slaves, and their

perty seized ; 27 who had pmd books

and who bad preached, or exphlned., were

made slaves with their wives and children ;

6 with whom it was a second offence were

imprisi ; 2,055 bad id ome dollar

each ; 18 had been put to death ; 14 harled
from the steep rock ; and 4 burned alive.

Those who were appointed to die were
treated with the greatest indignity. They
were wrapped in old torn or dirty mats, and
rags were stuffed into their mouths. Seven-
teen of them had been tied each along a
a pole, and bad been thas carried between
two men bearing the poles on tbeir shoulders
to the place where seuntence was to be pro-
nounced. One of their number being a
young female, walked behind the rest. Four
of them being nobles were not killed in the
ordinary way, as there is an aversion to the
shedding of the blood of nobles ; they were
therefore sentenced to be burned. When
the sentence was pronounced, some derided,
and the condemned were then carried away
to the place of execution. The four nobles
were burned alive in a j)lace by themselves.
Two of them, viz., Andriampinery and Ra-
mandalana, were husband and wife, the lat-
ter expecting to become a mother. At the
lace of execution life was offered them if

would take the required idolatrous oath.
Declining to do this, they were bound, and
laid on the pile of wood or placed between

e i wa then Hndieh Amiit | &

and the pile was then ki
ndpbhu of the burning wood

the pangs of maternity were added to those
of an agonizing death, and at this awful me-
ment the martyr’s child was born. I asked
my informants what the executioners or by-
standers did with the babe; they answered,
« Thrust it into the flames, where its body
wes burned with its parents,” its spirit to
ascend with theirs to God.

The remaining fourteen were taken to a
place of common execution, whither a num-
ber of felons who bad been senteaced to
death were also taken to be executed to-
gether with the Cbristians, The latter
were put to death by being thrown over a
steep precipice—the Tarpeian Rock of An-
tananarivo. Each one was suspended by a
cord on or near the edge of the ipice,
and there offered life on
cing Christ and taking the ‘required oaths.
Ofthmofthenmooo who, though in the
prospect of an ignomiuious, ¢t and vi
lent death, spoke with such calm self-

him. The young woman who had walked
to the place of execution it was hoped would
be induced to recant. With this view she was
according to orders, resesved until the last,
and placed in such a position as to see all
the others, one after another, burled over
the fatal rock. So; far from being intim-
idated, she requested to follow her friends,
when the idol keeper present struck her on
the face and urged her to take the oath and
acknowledge the idols. She refused, and
begged to share the fate of ber friends. The
executioner then said, ¢ She is an idiot and
does not know what she says. Take her
away ;” she was then taken from the place,
and afterwards-sent to a distant part of the
country.

These fearfal deeds of blood and fire were
perpetrated in the month of March, 1849,
and I did not learn that since that period
persecution had been so violent as before, or
that any had been put to death.

Mr. Ellis discovered through a native
convert that there were 800 Christians in
the neighbourhood of the capital, and a regu-
larly qrganized church, containing about 60
members.

Unitas Fratrum, or Moravians.

The Moravian Bohemian, or Hussite
Church now, had many divisions in regard
to doctrines and ceremonies, but
in 1460 they finally seitled all their differ-
ences, and adopted the name of “ Fratres
Legis Christi,” Brethren of the Law of
Christ ; but it was soon exchanged for the
more simple appellation of “ Fratres,” Bre-
thren. In after y when their numbers
bad greatly inc , they assumed the
pame of * Unitas Featrum, the Unity of

‘the first to-give the
Bible in tlié living tongue, having printed
it in 1470, at Venice; and iuneﬂhree
editions of its sacred before the com-
mencement of Luther’s Reformation.

Some 85 miles from the city of Prague,
near the confines of Bohemia and Silesia,
along the foot of the mountains, strétched
the domain of Lititz, and there, amid the
shadows of feudral towers and deep reces-
ses, was founded the Moravian Church.—
At that period Michael Bradocius resided
in the barony of Lititz. He was an evan-
gelical priest, and preached the Gospel in
its purity. The Moravians of Prague,
hearing of him, were moved in the spirit to
visit the man of God, and soon a number
of the Brethren sought his retreat in 1453.
Strong in the faith, and bold for their mas-
ter, they turned their backs upon the city
and its corruptions, and sought homes and
religious freedom amid the mountains and
forests. There a solemn convocation was
called. This was in 1457, just 400 years
ago, and herer they prayed and deliberated,
until their hearts were impressed with the
belief that it was a duty to separate from
the established and corrupt Churches of
Bohemia and Moravia ; they avowed them-
selves the followers or disciples of John
Huss—their only raule of faith, practice, and
discipline, the New Testament—and adopt-
ing as their model the ancient apostolical
Church, they organized a communion of
their own.

Michael Bradocius was chosen minister,
and, at su t convocations, Gregory,
Procopius, Clevovicious, were elected
elders. This is the history of the founding
of the Moravian Church, four centuries
since, and a regular ministry, established
by ordination from a Waldensian Church
on the confines of Austria. The Walden-
ses have existed a long period as a distinct
body of Christians, tracing the succession
of their Bishops from Apostolic times.—
Three of the Brethren, already in priests’
orders, were sent to the Waldensian Bishop,
Stephen, who readily ordained them Bishops
of the Brethren’s Church. Michael Brado-
cius is the only one of the three whose name
has been handed down to posterity. A sy-
nod was soon convoked, other Presbyters
were ordained, and one of them, Mathias,
consecrated a Bishop.

To prevent the pomps of hierarchical
power and the abuse of the name of Bishops
in the Romish Church, the Moravians call-
ed their Bishops Semiors or Elders. The
first four were aided in their solemn and
arduous duties by ten con-semiors, or co-
Bishops, selected from the Presbyters.

When it became known that the Mora-
vians bad secured an ecclesiastical constitu-
tion, severe edicts were issued against them.
Michael, their first Bishop was placed in
close confinement for several years, and all
the prisons in Bobemia were soon crowded,
and the Brethren were baniched from Mora-
via, and driven into distant lands. The
more Rome opposed, however, the more
Unitas Fratrum increased, until in the com-
mencement of the 16th century, there were
no less than 200 churches in Bobemia and
Moravia, embracing all ranks of life from
the hamble peasant to tBho ancient nol;lea.—
There were provincial Bishops in Bobemia,
Moravia and Poland, and all anited in gen-
eral conventions. Particular attention was
devoted to education, and the Brethten bad
several seminaries of learning.

T:uy were the first to give ht:e Bible in
any living Euaropean language, having priot-
ed it in Venice ; afterwards they established
no less than three presses, one in Moravia
and two in Bohemia. For several years
nothing was issued, except Bobemian Bibles.
These were the blessed fruits of righteous-

At length Ferdinand IL swayed the scep-

tre of the Austrian empire, to which Bobe-

mia and Moravia now belonged. He was &
religious bigot, and bad solemaly sworn to
uﬁme heresy from his dominions. He
expelled all Protestants from Bobemia, but
mostly in a bloodless way, the Jesuits being
his emissaries and champions. “ Aljure
evangelical Faith or leave the country,” was
the royal principle and mandate. A dark
day followed, and toward the end of the
17th century “ the Moravian Zion,” no lon-
ger existed as a separate one, still it was
not dead, but a living hidden seed in the
hearts of the faithful.

the superstition to which they bhad been
bound from birth. Inconnection with their

tive and, we may bope, an importont mis-
sionary work among their countrymen in
the Unitad States and Canada.— Nasheille
Christian Aduocate.

cllThe fact is undeniable that the Catholic
urch is making rapid strides throughout
the United States. nelVid:in a year we have
had occasion to record several Catholic cele-
brations, which, for the splendor of their
ceremonial, and high order of intellect en-
g‘ged, bave surpassed anything emanating
rom any other religious community.—
There was the consecration of the Bishop
Hartford at Providence, a magnificent cere-
mony; the solemn dedication of several
e hich. .:cud
a very rare ceremony—which,’ ing to
the rules of the Catholic charch, can only
be performed when the building is free from

good debt, and thus devoted to the service of God

truth, and to cause a new tree to grow up
from it. After many years spent in exile
Comenius felt his end drawing nesr, and
consecrated, as a last pious act, another
Bishop, so that the Episcopal succession
might not become extinct. A loving Church
thus continued to exist amid a night of in-
tellectual and spiritual darkness, which
neither the craft nor violence of men were
permitted to destroy.— From Mr. Disosway's
Article in the Jan. Methodist Quarterly.—
The Moravians.

A Remarkable History.

The Evangelist contains a clear account
from a correspondent in Illinois, of the re-
markable crreer of “ Father Chiniquy,” the
French priest, who has recently quitted
Rome with all the flock, numerons though
poor, who follow him as their spiritual guide.
It appears that when Chiniquy removed
from Canada—where he had been a sort of
Father Mathew in the cause of temper-
ance,and by his honesty, earnestness, and
unbounded charity had acquired a father's
influence indeed, over a large proportion of
the poor Roman Catholics of the Province
—he drew after him into Illinois not less
than two thousand families, numbering near-
ly ten thousand persons, whom he formed
into a parish under the name of St. Anne,
in Kankakee county. He had about $6000
of his own, which he had given up to the
benefit of the eolony, and, with his own
bands mainly, be quarried and built a rough
stone bonse for himself. About eight hun.
dred families had also emigrated to Chicago,
and there they erected a church and par-

worth several thousand dollars. The
Bishop ordered them to deliver up the pro-
perty to himself, and they appealed to Fa-
ther Chiniquy to plead their case, which he
did, but without avail. The title-deeds were
wrested from the people by the threat of
excommunication, and the Bishop sold the
property to the Irish Romanists, and put the
money in his pocket. There was no re.
dress.

The same demand was then made u
Father Chiniquy and his people. he
Bishop granted them fifteen days to consid-
er, but before the time expired, excommu-
nicated the whole colony. But the Bishop
was soon after removed, and another seat in
his place. At first a reconciliation appear-
ed practicable, and terms of submission
were agreed upon. But the Bishop pres-
ently revoked his terms, and commanded
Chiniquy to promise for the future to obey
him in all things whatsoever, without ques-
tioning or argument.

Father Chiniquy replied nobly : « My
lord, there is but one God in heaven or on
the earth, and to bim alone will I make
such an act of submission. Excommani-
cate me if gou think proper.”

Taking his leave, he went to his room
and fell upon his knees, and poured out his
cries and tears unto God. He then opened
the Bible, which was his constant compan-
ion, and the first verse his eye fell upon
was 1 Cor. vii. 23: “ Ye are bought with a
price, be ye not the servants of men.”

Thanking God for this precious word, he
rose from his knees and returned to the pa-
rish of St. Anne. Having assembled the
people, he related all that took place in the
interview between him and the Bishop, and
desired that if any disapproved of his course
they would rise. No one arose. He then
requested all who desired to sustain him, in
u:i:: the Bible their only guide, to rise.
Immediately the whole congregation were
on their feet at once.

As-soon as this bold step was taken, there
came another visitation from the Bishop.
Father Chiniquy assembled four thousand
of his people to meet him, and requested
them to hear the Bishop fairly, and to judge
impartially between them, They did so,
and listened to a most outrageous tirade
against their pastor and themselves, with
hardly suppressed resentment. In token of
the stand they intended to make upon their
rights in a free country, they had hoisted
upon their church the flag of the United
States! After the Bishop had ended his
insolent harrangue, Father Chiniquy rose,
and meekly said, that as he had said so
many things against himself and his congre-
gation, he would surely hear a few words in
reply.

“Not a word, sir,” said the Bishop.
¢« Not a word, sir—sit down !”

At this point the people could be restrain-
ed no longer. Perfectly maddened as they
were, the wretched prelate’s life was in the

eatest peril for a few minutes. Bat the
intreaties of the pastor at length prevailed,
and by the aid of the sheriff, whom Father
Chiniquy bad providentially engaged for the
occasion, the Bishop was got off in safety,
leaving ten thousand Roman Catholics
“soundly converted” to Protestantism by
his proceedings.

The people now form a distinct and inde-
pendent Church, distinguished only by sole
allegiance to the Bible as the word of God.
They “search the scriptures daily.” ¢ Bi-
ble truths come to their minds with a fresh-
ness and power which we can hardly con-
ceive, and the grace of God is rapidly trans-
forming them into truly spiritual and bappy
Christians.” One came to her , with
trembling, to acknowledge that she had left
off praying to the Virgin Mary, because she
bad found that it was not countenanced b
the Scriptures. She was greatly rejoiced,
indeed, when she found that her conclusion
was approved by him, This is an instance
of power with which the truth is making

entirely and forever. And recently the
foundation stone of a Catholic cathedral has
been laid on Fifth avenue, in this eity,
which when completed, will be the most
magnificent architectural structure in the
country, superior to many, and inferior to
few of the ancient cathedrals of Eu

The other religions communities must

themselves and give up their internal r
rels and sectional strifes, if they would not
be outrun by the Catholic church, which,
though the oldest of them all, seems to teavel
onward in this country with no lasy footstep,
but on the contrary, with the vigor asd
swiftness of youth.—New York Herald,

Obitnary Notices.

Death under any circumstances is a seri-
ous event,and no thoughtful persom can
contemplate its operation upon a fellow-mor-
tal without feeling, and that in proportion
to the interest taken in the victim of mor-
tality while alive. Nay, it not unfrequently
happens, that indbreasu unused to feel, the
comparatively dormant power of sym
is aroused and develo, by the pn;’:ho{
and agency of death in their midst. And
we envy not the individual who can stand
and gaze unmoved on the pallid counten-
ance of one with whom he has been more
or less intimate, or to whom he may have
sustained the relation of friend, ot neigh-
bour, or brother, or even nearer kindred.
Sarely nature unreproved may drop a tear
over humanity prostrated beneath & power
which nothiog can resist; and nature re-
newed and sanctified by the Holy
while bowing with lowly reverence and
earnest acquiescence before Him who deeth
all things well, will feel that
stingless, is nevertheless the last enemy.

is in common and otdi:g cases, a8
when it has followed a long vigorous
course, or has been- ushered in by sickness
more or less protracted, and the deceased
has died in the ce of his brethren,
and with his family and friends around him.
But when the mt{len foe pounces unex-
pectedly, and in circamstances painfully
singular upon the man in the prime of life,
and with one fell stroke dissevers the union
between soul and body. Oh! there is
something overwhelmingly oppressive, in-
tensely agcnizing in such a catastrophe.—
Such has been the deeply affecting incident
of the death, at William Town in this Cir-
cuit, of John, the son of Mr. James Twee-
die, who was found in the woods mot far
from home, whither he bhad gone in com-
pany with his brother James to fell timber,
and during his brother’s absence with a load,
had been struck dead by a falling trunk.—
Qur beloved brother has thus suddenly gone
down to the grave at the of 29, amidst
the tears of weeping friends and kindred,
respected by all for his industry and upright-
pess and friendly bearing, and beloved by
many [for his christian and social virtues—
He was brought to the enjoyment of religion
at a protracted meeting during the pcriod of
Rev. C. Lockhart’s ministry in this Circuit,
and since this he has walked in the fear of
the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy
Ghost. He will be missed, not at the
tavern, or the card table, or the dancing
assembly,—for thither he went not,—but in
the domestic circle, at the family altar, in
the meetings for prayer and spitual con-
verse, at the house of God where he de-
lighted to be, and for the erection and sup-
port of which he contribated as the Lord
bad prospered him.

AE well! as Cowper sings—

“ Like crowded forest trees we stand,

And some are marked to fall;

The axe must strike at God’s command,

And soon shall smite us all.
May the Lord graciously sustain the af-
flicted parents and friends under this awfully
sudden and unexpected bereavement, and
abandaantly sanctify it to every member of
the community. W. S.

Chatham, }any. 31, 1859,

THE LATE MRS, MARY ANNE BURNS.

Departed this life, at River John, on the
3rd day of October last, Mrs. Mary Anne,
the beloved wife of Mr. Mitchell Burns,
“in sure and certain hope of a glorieus re-
surrection unto eternal life.”

The deceased was born at Lammey, in
the County of Tyrone, Ireland, in Feb.,
1797, of pious parentage ; and from early
childhood was the subject of reiigious im-
pressions. In the fifteenth year of her age,
the efforts of her godly parents and faithful
Christian instructors were rendered effec-
taal b( the Holy Spirit in convin:ing her of
sin, of righteousness, and of a judgment to
come, and baving her eyes opened to see
herself a lost sinner, she “fled for refuge ”
to Christ, and “ laying “hold of the hope
set before her in the gospel, she was enabled
to rejoice in the assurance that she had been
created anew in Christ Jesus.” She im-
mediately saw it to be her duty to connect
berself with the Wesleyan Church of which
she remained a consistent member, until we
believe her happy spirit joined  the disem-
bodied saints.”

In the early years of ber Christian ex-
(p}erienee she felt herself greatly indebted to

od for the earnest prayers and kind coun-
sel of his servants, the Wesleyan Preach-

who on their regular monthly visits
her father’s house their home, and
did she embrace the opportunity af-

her, upon her marriage in 1819 and
wlmy-, of inviting them to

pastor, they are preparing to perform an ac- |

ber own bouse, and having continued what
ske deemed so great a privilege.

It is but due to the memory of our de-
|p.rted sister to say that all who in the Pro-
| vidence of God were appointed * over ” her
‘“ in the Lord,” will cheerfully testify of the
cordial respect and high esteem in which
she held them * for their works sake."—
This was a striking trait in her character,
snd though perhaps only what might be
justly expected from the daughter of one
that has been a Class-leader for upwards of
fifty years,and he the son of one of the
first converts under Mr. Wesley’s ministry
in Ireland, yet on that account not the less
becoming nor unworthy of a passing notice.

In 1831 she with her husband and family
emigrated to Nova Scotia, and settled in
New Glasgow. Here she was deprived of
mwvuegu. to which previously she
bad accastomed, and which she had
greatly prized. She strove, however, still
to grow in grace and in the further know-
ledge of our Lord and Saviour, not a little
cheered in this by the organization of a
little class in her own house with her hus-
band as leader, by occasional visits of the
ministers of the River John and Guaysbo-
rough Circuits, and by the conversion of
several of her children in whom she felt a
Christian mother's care.

. Mr. Buarns and family removed to River
John in 1848 where the subject of this brief
memoir was happy to find herself restored
to the enjoyment of the full ordinances of
the Wesleyan Church, and under these there
is every reason to believe that she was not
forgetful of her high calling’s glorious
bope ” but daily continued “ to die unto sin
and to live unto righteousness.” About four
years ago, her health which bad been gener-
ally good began to decline, and as other
means had failed, a voyage across the Atlan-
tic was recommended as likely to be bene-
ficial. This she, after due consideration,
consented to undertake, in view of seeing
her venerable father and many otber friends,
who had often pressingly solicited her to
ay them a visit. Accordingly she sailed
rom Pictou on the 17th Nov., accompanied
by her son, Samuel Wesley; and after a
rough passage in which her mind was kept
in perfect peace, she reached her native
land. Shortly after this, she was taken
very ill and her life by her physicians was
despaired of. She felt entirely resigned to
the will of God. Death to her had long
been bereft of its sting. She kndiv “ 1o die
would be gain.” One prayer however she
urged upon her Heavenly Father that if in
accordance with his gracious pur| , she
might be spared to see her husband and
family ooce more, then would she de-
part in peace. lo this the Lord had res-
pect unto his handmaid, and sach was her
convalescence as to admit of her seeing the
most of her friends in her native isle and to
warrant the of her being spared to re-
tarn to Nova ia. She re-crossed the
Atlantic in the steamer Galway and reached
her home in a very enfeebled state on the
14th Sept. last. After a few days she some-
what rallied and her friends very naturally
but too sanguinely hoped she might be
spared a little. heir hopes were soon
blighted, for on the first day of Oct. she
was suddenly taken worse, and on the third
as before stated, she sweetly feel asleep in
Jesus, surrounded by her husband and
seven of her children who were engaged in
prayer as she expired. * Blessed are the
dead that die in the Lord from henceforth;
yea saith the Spirit that they may rest from
their labours, and their works do follow
them.”
“ They die in Jesus and are blessed,

How sweet their slumbers are

From ulaln: and from woes released

And freed fromh every care.’
She had been the mother of eleven chil-
dren, of whom ten survive (among these
the Rev. James Barns) to mourn their
bereavement, not without Chri. tian resigna-
tion, but nevertheless with a keen realiza.
tion of the loss to them of a mother, to
whose piety under God they greatly owe
their prospect of a glorious immortality.—
May her domestic virtues, so conspicuous to
all who knew her, be faithfully imitated by
all of them sustaining the parental relation,
that their children may rise to call them
blessed.
Her remains were followed to the grave
by a great concourse of people, eager to pay
the last tribute of respect to one, who in this
community was universally esteemed ; and
her departure from us was improved by a
sermon from the writer from Psalm Ixxiii.
24, G. S. M.

River Jokn, Jany. 26, 1859.

Faith,

God has marked implicitness and sim-
plicity of faith with peculiar approbation.
He has done this through the Scriptures,
and he is doing it daily in the Christian life.
An unsuspecting, unquestioning, unbesitat-
ing spirit, he} delights, to honor. He does
not delight ig a credulous, weak and unsta-
ble minﬂr/ﬁ.e gives us full evidence, when

us‘what be himself bestows—an ope

and a disposed heart. Though he m
not the evidence of sense, yet he gives such
evidence as will be heard by an open ear,
and followed by a disposed heart. “ Thomas,
because thou hast seen me, thou hast be-
lieved ; blessed are they that have not seen,
and yet have believed!” We are witnesses
what an open ear and disposed heart will do
in men of the world. If wealth .is their
pursuit; if a place present itsell before
them ; if their persons, and families, and
affairs are their object ; a whisper, a hint, a
probability, a mers chance, is a sofficient
ground of action. It is this very state of
mind with regard to religion which God de-
lights in and honors. He seems to put forth
his hand, and to say, ¢ Pat thy hand into
mine ; follow all my leadings ; keep thyself
attentively to every turn.”—Cecil,

A Sterona ARGUMENT.—The late Dr.
Mason once said to an infidel who was scof-
fing at Christianity, beeause of the miscon-
duct of its professors, *“ Did you ever know

ade because an infidel

he calfs and leads; but he expects to find jo
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