
THE JESUITS' ESTATES BILL.

THE CITIZENS' COMMITTEE

TO THE PEOPLE OF ONTARIO.

The passing of the '• Act Respecting tlie Settlement of the Jesuit Estates
"

liy the Quebec Ltgislature, following the incorporation of the JesuiL ScTciety,

compels all who love tHeir country to take '.arnest thought as to the most
effective means of maintaining our (uvil and religious liberties, and prevent-

ing the encroachments of ecclesiastical authority. *

We emphatically disclaim any desire to Interfere with the free exorcise

of tbeir religion on the part of our Roman Catholic fellow-citizens. The
influences to which we an^ opposed threaten the righ'ts of Roman Catholics

no less than of Protestants. Were claims like those advanced in this Act
to be put forward on behalf of any Protestant church or its rulers, we would
unhesitatingly take the same stand on behalf of freedom from ecclesiastical

domination.

The grounds on which we protest against the Act in question are mainly
the following :

i. It recognizes ii right on tlie part of the Pope to interfere in the

admin'stration of our civil aflairs, which is derogatory to the supremacy of

the Queen ami menacing to the liberties of the people. There can be no
mistaking such language as the following: "The Pope allows the Govern-
ment to retain the proceeds of the sale of the Jesuit estates as a special

deposit, to he disposed of Ixereafter with the sanction of the Holy See."

2. It places iB400.()()0 of public funds at the disposal of the Pope for

ecclesiastical and sectarian purposes—an appropriation of public money
contrary to the whole spirit of British and Canadian legislatitm, unjust to the

Protestant niinority in Quebec, and subversive of the religious etjuality

which ought to exist.

3. It permits the withdm-wal (;f the whole of the proeetuls of the Jesuits'

estates, valued at ovei two millions of dollars i^S2,000,000), with the exeii])-

tion of sixty thousand dollars (§60,000), offered for Protestant education,

from the educational fund of the Province, though these estates had l)een

devoted bv th«i Crown " inviolably and exclusivelv to the education of the

people."

4. In granting the common of Laprairie by way of commeuiorating

what the Procurator of the Jesuit Fatliers terms " thai glorious concordat,

tliO ellvctitiL:; wliereof would be associated with the tiami- of your (Mr.

Mercier's) Covornment ^'s s()Oii as the Holy Father has rafitied it," the Act
opens up a wide field of fuiuie d(>iiian<i.> oii the part of the Jesuits. Tlui

Procurator states the efleet which he anticipates from the "concordat in

the following t-'rms ;
" That is, that the establishmeiits of the Jesuit Fithers

in tills Province are always allowed in accordance with their 3' ••
!

if tluiy ask for it, to participate in the grants which the (roveTaj r

Fi'vjvince a.liows to other institutions to encourage '< <'\h-.-r.

industi-ies, arts and colonization." (Tndoubtedb f we ir - 't

Heard the last of the chiims of the Jesuits !


