Prop the E: :
These courts opened on Tuesds -onm
Jast, Judge Kt&h‘:l presiding, Ja Don
raser, Esq., County Atiorey.
¢ The fo:qlowing go’nthmn composed the
Grand Jury :
James Wallace, Foreman.
Jobn Byrnes, James MeoVeety, jr,
Robert . John MeAndrew,
Malcolm Condie, James MeFarlave,
Oprdiff, jr, Nat'l MoLenaghan,
Walter Elliott,

James McFarlane,
Allan Ferguson, Jobhn Poole,
John Forrest, Adam Reid,
. Richara Fraser, Donald Stuart,
/ David Graham, Willism Bmith,
Robert Garduer, William Taylor, jr,
Joseph Hawkins,  James Thowpson.
The following is a list of the cases dispos-

od of :
OOUNTY COURT. ol

Commereial Bank of Canada vs. William
Gemmill,—Aetion en a Prowissory note.
Verdiot for Plaintiff for 8119 74. D. Fra-
ser for Plaintiff, W. M. Bhaw for Deft.

Jobn Haggart vs. D. Steen.—Action on
Prowissory ote. Verdiot for PIff for $141.
65 cents. D. MeMartin for PIff. D. Fraser
for Deft, ;

8. Dickson vs J. Swalwell. —Assumpsit.~-
Verdiot for PIff for $176.67. T. Deacon
for PIff.

R. White vs J. Bwalwell.—Assumpsit.—
Verdict for PIf for $147.98. T. Deacon
for PIff.

R. Bourns vs J McLaren—Action on
Promissory note. Verdiet for PIff for $216.
80 e. M Sbhaw fur PIff.

J Fleming vs J Taylor, jr—Trowver for »
boree. BSettled between the two perties, but
Deft's Counsel not being fally instructed as
to the settlement the Record was made a
Remanet by consent—W M Shaw for PIff ;
D Fraser for Deft.

McLennan vs Griffith et al—Trespass.—
The PIff claimed to own a lot in the town-
ship of Montague for which in July, 1862,
he brought an aetion of Ejectment against
the Defendant, He now brings thi~ action
to recover damages for the use of the lot by
the Defts and for the cost to which be was
put in bringing the Ejectment.  The Deft
Grifith pleaded not guilty and said that he
had not been in possession of the Lot. The
Defendant, Roe, allowed judgment to go by
Defatlt. A number of witnesses were cal:-
ed who proved that one William Griffith.
son of the Defendant Griffith, had been in
possession of the lot. The Plaintiff coatend-
ed that Wm Griffith’s possession was color-
able and that he kept possession of the lot
for the beoefit of his father, The Jury
found a 7erdiot for Deft Griffith and for
PIff agaiost Deft Roe for %34 44, the an't
of the costs of the Ejectment suit. W M
Shaw for PIff ; J Deacon, jr, for Defendant
Griffith,

J Bmith vs A Girand—Action oo a Pro-
missary pote for £52.  The Deft made
payment of £14 5s 3d oo the note. e
claimed also to be allowed for the vslue of
clearing 18 acres of land for PIff. The PIff
was wiiling to allow him 850 for the work,
but he claimed $144. A number of wit-
nesscs were called by Deft who swore thal
the clearing of the lamd was worth $8 an
acre. Other witnesses were called by PIff
who swore that the clearing of the land was
only worth 84 an acre.  The jury retired
but were pot able to eome to a conclusion
and were reealled into eourt when the par-
ties agrecd to allow $6 per acre for clearing
the Jand —and a verdiet was taken for the
PIff for $87 39. P Fraser for PIff; J Dea-
oo, jr., for Deft,

Rose vs Moffatt—Ejeetment for a part of
a lot in Montague at Roseville. The Deft
got a lease of thé premises in September,
1860, for three years, which would expire
in Beptember, 1863, when the Piff claimed
to recover the premises back again. The
Deft claimed usdor another lease given to
Lim by the son of the PIff in Beptember,
1862. Tbe son of the Plaintiff had a power
of Attorney from her in July, 1855, and it
was by authority of this Power of Attorney
he granted the second lcase. The Plaintiff
was io the Townsbip of Montague at the
time the secod Jease was signed, but did
not koow anythiog about it, and it was
given without her consent and against ler
wish. The Jury found a verdict for the
Plaintif, D Fraser for PIff ; W M Shaw
for Deft.

Robertson, Administrator, &e, vs8 Robert-
son — Trover.,  This action was brought by
Plaintiff as adminietrator of his fatner’s es-
tate to recover the value of certain articles
belonging to his father and which were in
the possession of the Defendant. Referred
to Arbitration. W M Bhaw for PIf; D
Fraser for Deft.

MeGuire vs Armstrong—Assumpsit. Re-
ferred to arbitration. D Fraser for PIff ;
J Deacon, jr., for Deft.

McFuyden vs Dillon—Detinue a violin
and bow. The Deft is a constable and a
Distress Warrant was placed in his hands
aguinst PIf.  He scized s violin and bow
uoder the warrant and at the sale bought
them 1n bimself for 817 which was eontrary
to law for a constable to do under the cir-
cuwstances, The Plaintff then brought
this action against him. One of the Plff's
witnesses swore that PIff bad been offered
60 for the violin and bow but had refused
it.  The Plaintiff offered to take back his
violin ang bow and each party pay bis own
costs, This, however, the Deft refused to
do, although strongly advised to do so by
bis Counsel. The jury found a verdiet for
the P)f—the violin and bow to be returned
to PIff, or Deft to pay $60 instead thereof.

{liott, Respondent—This was an a
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Jury was, did Appleton, in ?nduing Meln-
tosh Lo pay the duty and freight on the ma-
chinery, intend te defraud him out of his
money. The Jury seemed to think not, and
returned a Verdiot for the Defendant of not
guilty.  D. Fraser for Orown ; J. Deacon,
s f(’br Deft.

Owen Lally, Appellant, and William El-
| from
a conviction made by A. Fraser, S P
under the Petty Trespass Ast. The appel-
lant’s Counsel tried to prove the service of a
notice of his appeal, but failing to do this
the ease was struck off the list: D. MeMar-
tin for Appellant ; J. Deacon, jr., for Res-
poadent.

ENGLAND AND THE PROPOSED
CONGRESS.

The Gazette publishes the correspondence
between the French and Knglish Govern-
ments on this subjeet.

The first document is 8 letter from the
Ewperor Napoleon, addressed to Her Ma-
jesty, on the 4th November. On the 12th
November Karl Ruesell asks for explana-
tions, which are given on November 23 by
the Freneh Secretary for Foreign Affairs.

Earl Russell, on November 25, finally no-
tifies to the French Goveroment that Eng-
land declines to enter the proposed Congress,
principally on the ground that a general
Congress of Kuropean Btates is not likely to
furnish a peacefnl solution of the matters in
dispute. Earl Russell says:—“Indeed, it
is to be appreiended that questions arising
from day to day, evlored by the
varying events of the hour, would give oc-
casion rather for useless debate than for
practical and useful deliberation in a Con-
gross of 20 or 30 representatives, not ac-
koowledging any supreme autbority, and
not guided by sny fized rules of proceed-
ing."”

The concluding passages of Earl Russell’s
despatch are as follows : —*“Were all these
questions—those of Poland, Italy, Denmark,
and the Danubian Provinces—to be decided
by the mere utterance of opinions, the views
of Her Majesty's Government upon most of
them might perhaps be found not materially
to differ from those of the Emperor of the
French; but if the mere expression of
opinions and wishes would accomplish no
positive results, it appears certain that the
deliberatiuns of a Congress would consist of
demands and pretensions put forward by
some and resisted by others; and there be-
ing no supreme authority in such an assem-
bly to enforce the decisions of the majority,
the Congress would probably separate, leav-
ing many of its membeis on worse terms
with each other than they bad been when
they met ; but if this would be the probable
result, it follows that no decrease of arma-
ment is likely to be effected by the proposed
Congress. Not being able, therefore, to
discern the likelihood of these beneficial con-
sequences which the Emperor of the French
promisea himself when proposing a Con-
grese, Her Majesty's Government, following
their ¢wn convictions, after mature delibe-
ration, feel themselves unable to accept his
Linpe.ial Majesty’s invitation.”

RUSSIAN PREPARATIONS FOR
R

During the lagt three months much has
been done not otly i strengthening Cron-
stadt, but also in’ forfifying the entrances to
the Neva, in buﬁding gunboats, batterics,
&e.
Cronstadt is being strengtheoed under
the superintendence of Generals Todleben
and Zureva, by placing the old forts in a
better state of defence, and at many points
covering up the masonary by earthworks
are being thrown up, some of which are
nearly finished.  From the sea they will be
scarcely visible, and they not only infilade
the chanoell, but some of them being con-
nected by paraliels one with another, will
be atle to hold guns to take in reserve any
ships which may run the gauntlet of their
fire and that of the forts. Some of these
earthworks are t) be covered with 7} inch
plates, placed on an angle of 45 deg., and
curved over the top, 8o as to form a eover
from vertical firq and at the same time ob-
viate the necessity of having bolts or any
other fastenings to retain the plates in posi-
tion. The ewbrasures will be closed im-
mediately the guo is fired by a slide of 11
ineh iron, or by a dropdoor. The guns to
be placed io thoss iron-clad and other earth
works are to be 9 inch rifled cast steel, car-
rying a 300lb rified shot, or a 2501b shell,
22 inches loog, For the protestion of the
granite forts, enormous supplies of earth
and fasteniogs are placid at different points
all earried from St. Petersbuig at enormous
expense. To provide further against the
possibility of a fleet passing back of Cron-
stadt by the South chaonel, about 300
lighters laden stones, had been snok so that
now in no part is there more than four feet
of water.

The authorities have supposed a possibi-
lity cf some hostile fleet passing the outer
forts and eartbworks. They are therefore
preparing to lay 300 iofernal machines in
the chanoel, each of which will contain 70lb
of powder, and explode by slight toueh from
a vessel passing over. Yet, still further
the enemy we shall suppose, has arrived
some ten miles up, to the head of the bay,
and wishes to enter the Neva. Here are

have solid 1ron plates supplied
Beale, and
is of Capt. Cole’s design, and w nearly
fac-similie of the Danish vessel ﬂf Krake.
Her length is 175ft,between perpendiculars ;
breadth, 38ft ; depth. 14t ; tonnage, (b. m.)
1,250. The remaining cleven vessels are
building by Messrs. Carr and Macpherson,
two ; Bemcoikoff & Co., two; Kondraftsoct,
two ; and the Government, five. The tow-
ers are to be of eleven 1-inch plates boalted
together, al a question has just arisen
whether it would be advisable to tap them
through and through and by that means
strengthen them, The eoveiing of these
vessels with one-inch plates results partly
from the haste with which the resolution to
build was taken, and partly from the want
of machinery in Russia to roll heavier plates.
This want they are now about to meet by

inery of which has been sent from Eongland,

the very largest plates. It is, however, pro-
guarantee from the authorities of a certain
amount of work.

and be in thorough working condition oo
the 1st of June. Many of the gun and

have emulated their English brethren in the
use of green timber, &e.

obtain the requisite quantity of guns, with
ammunition for all the forts, earthworks,
and ships, a0d it will
the Russians have got ahead of England in
guns and shot, The large rifled cast-steel
guos which they are obtaining for Krupp,
are good, and the smaller sized guns are
are found to be a great step in advance.
Guus are being produced in about a dozen
factories, working night and day, and in a
few weeks another Klswick will commence.
Its production will be solid cast steel guns
from the six-pounder to the eleven-inch
gun, which latter isto fire a 500lb. shell.
To provide the necessary shot and shell for
these guns all the foundaries around St.
Petersbarg have ordes varying from 15,000
to 50,000 each. All the shot and shell from
12-pounders upwards are for rifled guns.
The shot are from 2 2} diameter, and are
round nosed and are provided with soft
metal bearings to fit the grooves of tbe guns,
The production of steel shell of the same
description is also increasing fast, and great
exertions are being made to deliver large
supplies. Round hammered steel shot are
also being prepared to suitthe naval 60-
pounder gun, One firm alone has in hand
30,000 of these.
The land art/llery forces are also adopting
the steel guns, and find them well adapted
by their lightness. A gun of the same cal-
ibre is about one third lighter than a brass
gun ; nevertheless fearing thst the supply
of steal guns may not be adequate, a large
quantity of brass guns are ordered. Large
supplies of saltpetre have been purchased,
and the powder works are working night
and day.

The FWerald,
CARLETO.N PLACE.
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Wednesday, Dec. 23, 1863.

The season of the year has again arrived
for the election of Municipal officers for
another year, This is a question in which
we think political or party feelings should
have no place; and we would advise the
electors to allow no considerations to pre-
vent them from voting for the men they
consider best qualified for the positions to
which they aspire. It is not always the
case that men w ho are most anxious to be
elected, and who scatter money and whiskey
in abundance are the best men to entrust
with the management of our affairs; and
we think a great deal of caution should be
exercised in regard to the choice of men.
It is quite true, what the “Hamilton
Times"” says—that men who thrust them-
selves forward as candidates unsolicited by
the electors, may be well qualified mentally
and morally to fill the office they seek, with
eredit to themselves, and with advantage to
the community, yet it is far fiom being the
general rule. High merit is usually modest,
and does not vaunt itself, or aim at promi-
pence or station ; and where it allows itself
to be brought before the public, it is only in
obedience to the call of duty, and at the so-
licitation of those who desire to see it im-
pressed ioto the service of the community,
in order that a public good may be attained.
We have frequently noticed that the most
ignorant men are the most anxious to fill,
not munieipai offices only, but to.secure for
themselves Parliamentary honors. It is the
misfortune of Canada that inferior men are
too often chosen by the electors, simply be-

J Deucon, jr, for PIff ; D Fraser for Deft, |fresh earthworks they will not be completed | cause they are available and can obtain a

Halfpenny vs Rogao et ul—Assessment.
Record withdrawn oo secoupt of Plaintiff’s
witness not sttendiog Court. D Fraser for
Plaintiff, o i

Rowsyne vs Murphy— Assessnuent. —Re-
eord withdrawn for the same reason as last.
D. Fraser for Piff.

QUARTER SESSIONS,

for some weeks yet, but will be eapable of
mounting about 90 guns of the largest
calibre, and infilade the entrance of the riv-
er at a point where it is about 3,000ft wide.
A-pprmufhﬁrnd machises is also ready
to siok in the narrow channel.

Another mcans of defence is also in pre-
parption—a submarine boat of eolossal di-

certain elass of votes, which, perhaps, a
man of the highest qualiecations could not
obtain. There is, however, another potent
cause for it. The ablest and most aceom-
plished business men are wawiiling to sseri-
fice their business to engage in the turmoil

The Queen vs William Caladine, Libel— | measions, in the construction of which|ofap election contest, at a heavy expense,

A prosecution at the inotance of the Rev. J
B. Worrell of Swith’s Falls, against the
Dofendant as the author of the article which
appesred over his signature in the “Bmith’s
ulls Review,”” and for the publication of
which the proprietor of that Journal spolo-
iséd st the Assizes in October last. [t ap-
pears that the Rev. gentleman was not ap-
peased by this, and that he was beot on
ting everybody that had snything to

do with the article in question. The Grand
Jury after hesring the evidence offercd them,
did pot think s sufficient case had been
made out and promptly threw out the Bill.
D. Fraser for the Crown ; J. Deacon, jr., for

the Detendant. e :

The Queen vs Willism MeGillivray, Libel
~—This was apother ution st the is-
stance of the Rev, J. B. Worrell, agsiost
the Defendant, as the writer or composer
the artiele meutioned above snd signed
“Willisw Caladine,” On the Grand Jury
throwing out the Bill againet Caladine him-
self, the County Urown Attorney stated be
would sbsadon the prusecution sgaiost Me
Gillvray, whish be aecordingly did. D.
Fraser for the Crown ; J, Deacon, jr., for

of | tadt.

about 200 tons of iron and steel are to be
used. secrecy is being used about
this boat. is to have engines worked by
compressed air, to have a very strong beak
large eylenders eharged with powder to tho
bottom of vessels to be fired by eleetrieity.
The parties navigatiog the vessel will see by
mesns of bulls’-eyes and they will be able to
regulate the depth at which they swim, gen-

erally keeping close to the surface. T
E r has sigoed the decrec appropriat-

ing about £27, 00 for this monster. F
By the 1st of June, 1864, the Marine
t ex; to have at Cronstads six-
teen iron-clad vessels, ::; they consider Bthu
8V fleet for a power as Rus-
sis.“".l'm will be four vesels of larger
size ineluding the Pervenets, lately arrived
from Eogland, now h:;:ﬁlﬁnuhod at Crons-
e second is building in St. Peters-

barg, under contrast of Messrs Mitchell

Neweastle, All her armour plates are on
the spot from Messrs. Jobs Brows and Co's.
works. The third is building in 8¢, Poﬁu::-
burg by Messrs Bemen and Poltika,
sod is progressing fast. Her armour plates
sre abuﬂ: i MJ:-M- sod
.. The is building by the BMarine
b Admirality yord.

of

and with s jubious result. It is the duty
of the electors even when the contest is pure-
ly a party and political onme, to select for
their candidates the ablest man of their re-
spestive parties, and then, whichever may
be successful in the struggle, they have a

he | Burantee that a competent man has been

chosen. It will be fully admitted, we ap-
prehend, by wen of all parties, that tally
one-half of those who are returned to Par-
liament are utterly unfit to fill so responsible
a position, possessing neither education nor
political experience, They are generally,
even when honest in their intentions, made
the dupes and tools of shrewder, abler, and

of | more designing men than themselves. They

vote with their leaders, no matter what the
nature of the question may be, because un-
able to judge of its merits for themselves,
and a little flattery and esjolery from those
they lcok up to as their smperiors, render
them pliant and obsequious, and hence their

7 w“fmgoodintholn‘ilhm is abso-

Jutely neutralised by their ignorance and in-
i What is indispensible to sound
jon is s much higher standard of

| qualiieation in our legislstors, end vatil]

td

by Messrs, "
building by Messrs. Mitchell. S8he j

erecting a large armour plate mill, the mach-
but which will not be sufficient for rolling
posed to build a second rolling mill with a

The old gunboats built during the Cri-
mean war have all been thoroughly surveyed
and a contract has been made to put them

in order. Fourteen zre being provided with
new boilers, and all are to have steam up

mortar boats built ten years ago are com-
pletely used up, and the builders seem to

Eoormous exertions are being used to

be found that

crase

— 4,

postprandial orations. That they are wor-
thy of all commeadstion in themselves, we
faney, few will gesture to deny; but if we
look back upon glie history of the manage-
ment of municipa] sifaits 8 #his ocountry,
we shall, ws. be inclined to doabt
whether the privileges granted by the Muni-
cipal Mbumngmtn blessing, as
has been This does not arise,
however, from deflests in the municipal act,
or in munieipal Whou themselves, but
for the want of jgdgment and capacily in
many of those 'thuobeonebuen to con-
duct municipal " How few of the
muairipalities, village, town, county
or city, in Upper are not now labor-
ing under dificulties, brought
about solely by mismanagement? How
many of them ard free from the in-
cubus of debts wiiieh they cannot liquidate ?

not required spétlell acts of Parliament o
legalise their illegal proceedings? It is to
be hoped, therefare, that the élactors of this
county will see and feel the absolute neces-
sity of choosing, st the coming elections for
municipal cfficers, none but the most thor-
ough and experienced business men—men
of the highest maral worth and the soundest
practical judgmest.
@ B e

Coroner’s Inquest.

An inquest was held on the 12th instan},
before Mr, Coremer Gerrard McCrea, on
the body of John Ryas, found drowned in
the river Madawiska,'on the Friday previ-
ous. It appearsd t”t bhe had left his own
residence aboat $0'digalisa. m., on the 10th
inst., intending @@ Wbe river on the ice
to the Village ; , and had most-
ly reached the Mbrthi shore when the ice
broke and he sunk almost immediately, to
rise no more.  Verdict of the jury, “acsi-
dently drowned.”” The deceased was a na-
tive of the Parish of Newport, county Tip-
perary, Ireland, and thirty-four years of
age.  He was s powerful, athletic young
man, but of quiet, unobtrusive demeanor,
aud strictly temperate babits. ° His untimely
and sudden death has cast a gloom over his
surviving relations that will not soon be dis-
pelled, and the respect in whieh he was held
by his acquaintasces was well manifested by
the very large concourse of people who fol-
lowed his remains to the grave.—COMMUNI-
CATED,

Tox Recipeocity TrxaTY.—The Ca-
nadian press is very unanimous in the view
put forward by t‘)ounul as to the Recip-
rocity Treaty and its threatencd termination
by the Americans. The Montreal Witness
which has a standing of repute as a com-
merc‘i'ul newspaper, takes the ground that
the treaty is far less a necessity to Canada
than it was deemed to be at the time it was
drawn up. Other journals of both Provinces
have expressed an indifference to the renewal
of the compact if once unfairly broken by the
Washington government ; and judging from
the tooe of public feeling, we believe it
would be difficult for American emissaries
to get up a favorable agitation in Canada so
as t0 make Canada a party to the renewal on
American terms. All persons are alive to
the importance and value of internationsl
trade ; but at the same time the idea is gain-
ing ground that showld the treaty expire,
trade when left to gl ani
mutual advan
eager to sell us
fect a trade they will te willing to pur-
chase in Canada. It is a good sign of our
ability to keep the field of commerce that
the Americans complain of our competition
In the conveyance of freight and the milling
of wheat, they dread the competition of Cana-
dian enterprise and natural advantages.

For fourteen years past we have not miss-
ed ove regular issue of the Herald, and we
think that such regilarity and general good
conduect deserves a few play days, both for
ourselves and oar printers, To secure this
object we will allow the next week (being the
season of general festivities) to pass without
printing the paper, Our readers will lose
nothing by tais srrangement as they will
receive thelr full gumber of fifty-two copies
in the year. And if any important news
should arrive during the week we will issne
an extra. We wish our readers all a full
measure of happiness and enjoyment with
all the compliments of the season.

Tboanlliuﬁqcf the Carleton Place
Grammar School cgme off on Monday last,
and without flattering Professor Tytler, who
has charge of the sshool, we must say that

and the scholars. The pupils sequitted

themselves, we have only time to say that
it is the opinion of those who have paid at-
tention to the matter that a great improve-
ment has taken plage in both departments
otth&hdu.‘g.,dym. Weare
much pleased o legrn that the trustees have
“dﬂ.m"‘&.wm
for another year,
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it was very creditable to both the teacher|J

Late Kuropean news montions that Sir
John Lawrence has been appointed Gover-
nor Geoeral of [udia; but the reported
death of Lord Elgin is not yet confirmed.

Tt is reported that the Duke of Newcastle
has resigned the Secretaryship of the Colo-
nies in consequence of bad health ; and it is
thought that Lord Clarendon will succeed
him.

The Bank of England is still raising the
rate of interest to check the speculative
movements in trade. Eight per oent. is now
the rate, a point which has not been reached
sinee 1857.

We bave much pk:::re in mentioning
that, at the Convocation of Trinity College,
which took place last week, the Rev. Ste-
wart Houston, son of William Houston,
Esq., of Ramsay, was awarded the first
prize for Divinity Essay.

The changes in currency and the high
tariff vn salt have given a fresh impetus to

its manufacture in the West. In Saginaw
valley, Michigan, where in 1860 no salt was
made, they now manufacture 1,500,000 bar-
rels per annum, The fabulous profits al-
ready made are creating quite an excite-
ment among capitalists. Lands that a few
years ago sold for $10 an acre are now sell-
ing from $300 to $500 per acre, and the
quantity of wood used in the manutacture
of salt has more than tripled the value of
timber lands. A company bave recently
becu with a fee si title to
60,000 acres of land in the Saginaw valley
and vicinity. The purchase was made al-
most three years ago, previous to the salt
discoveries, at a uominal price, and has ze-
cently been perfected.

A week or two ago, Miss Sallie Curtis, a
resident of Richmond, Ind., enlistad as a
private in the 20d Kentucky, heavy artil-
lery in that city, under the name of John
Curtis, and was mustered into scrvice. Ber
sex was not discovered until last Thursday
whea she was dismissed. Miss Curtis
states that she has served twenty two
months in the Federal army and is anxious

to go again.

Mr. Alexander Gow of Ashburham, C. W.
while skating on Little Lake, last week,
broke through the ice and was drowned ; his
cries for help were heard by persons in the
vicinity, who made no effort to save him
and ounly parted from him a few moments be-

fore.

To the Editor of the C. P. Herald.

Sie—There is a statement in Latin, I
wish I could quote it, but it says, no one
will feel for so as to relieve another in trou-
ble, except one who is himself in trouble.
Once, in our walks of usefulness, we came
to a place where there was keen suffering
and acute agony. The ooccasion of it was
this, a lad, of fourteen years, was harrowing
in a field with two horses. At the proper
time of day, his father appeared from the
house and called his son to dinner. The lad
in answer to his father, unhitched the horses,
and undertook to mount one of them, by aid
of the traces. By some mishap his foot slip-
ped and slid under the horse, while it was
over the trace. The horses started, the lad
fell back and trailed on the ground. And
the more he trailed the more the horses ran
round and round the field, in the full view
of the feeling father. The father made all
the speed that mortal wman, under such cir-
cumstances, could make, to see what relief
the case might admit. But when he reach-
ed the distressing stand still, the lad lay
dead, but dread‘ully mangled, and in the
same tangle which had proved so fata!. The
father stood unnerved, but alive to the stern
reality, and he cried as he never cried be-
fore: He cried with a cry so exceeding
loud and bitter that it brought neighbors to
bis aid, at the distance of two miles.

8o our friend and fellow citizen, Matthew
Anderson, of Almonte, has had a son drown-
ed on the river, while in the fine athletic ex-
ercise of skating.  But it seems to us that
there was no necessity for that drowning.
The boy was called “a gude wee swimmer,”
and it was inopen day and before high noon.
He was accompamed by a skating compa-
nion, of about his own age. And it does
not appear that this little fellow was in any
way lacking either in courage or in kindness.
There were people by the side of the river,
and all within speaking and seeing distance.

The drowning boy was not lacking in cour-
age, and never lost his presence of mind.
He made every effort to get on to the ice ;
but the more he gained on it, the more it
gave way. He talked to thore whn stood
pear and they talked to him. The only
thing they thought of was to go and bring a
boat for his relief. They dispatohed a dep-
utation for a boat, and he knew they had

. And baving clung to the ice to the
extremity of human endurance, he put the
question—*If the boat would soon arriva ?”
and in an instant his hold zave way and he
weat down. We throw no blame on any
one ; nor do we feel like blaming any one.
But the thiog to have been dome was, for
the accompanying little skater to have strip-
pel his feet to the stockings, so as to have
put himself in the best possible trim for
moving on the ice. Then to have gotten a
long rail—in case that boards could not be
had—and to have carried that in, as far as
he found that he could go on the ice. Then
to have brought another, and another, and
laid them along side and at the end of each
other, until he had floored a railway towards
his perishin i And as so0n as
it could be i
with it to have
ways, until it reached the brave boy, who
was being benumbed in the water. Awnd all
that the little lad would have done promptly,
had there been any one there to bave so dir
eoted him. Baut all the direotions he got—
and these were 1 to ran away
to the shore and not to attempt to go mnear
his dzowning vompani
have him,
mldhb:lP:n to drown himself.
the little fellow stood, firm in affection but

that two or three rails would have prod

the desired effect, and rails were convenient-
ly near. .

A This, howsver, is only another instance,

of an event whieh is not of rare occurrence.

mother’s heart must have heaved high with
the hope that the body would be recovered,
and that the boy woufd yet live. And in
that case there would be but one mother in
the whoie town. And it would not be until
the stern reality burst upon them, in the
presence of the dead and cold and stiff body,
that the mother’s heart would cease to heave
and to hope.  And cven then his own par-
ticular mother would not settle down. She
must go again and again to see if her own
Jdear boy was yet warming into life.  If his
bright eye would open and the smile again
curl on his lip.
him he was full of glee, full of life, he went
forth to play and she could not yet believe
he was dead. She laid her hand on his
heart, it was cold ; that heart had often
beat respousive to the same mother’s touch,
now it beat not, it stood still in death.
And amid the perplexity and weeping and
wailing, the very thought of skatcs became

which, all skates that could be seized were
burned 1n the fire. And that panic fumed
and flew like to a frenzy for burning witches.
But there was no sense in that. It was
merely spasmodic or mechanical action.
And, as soon as reason and judgment re-
turned, all such action must cease. We
want mothers all affection within and all
firmness without.  Mothers to train them-
selves to such sufficient self-command as that
they shall be equal to all the common events
of life. The military rule is a good system
in it, for all failures and for all blunders
they give drill.  And they continue the
proper discipline until the men are able to
go through all the manoeavres, which they
are wanted to perform.

Decent respect is due to people’s feeli
in regard to the acocident ; udpn mnig;,
time ought to be allowed to elapse before
again going forth on the ice, so that there
might be nothing like bravado in the case.
When that 18 done all the claims of human-
ity are met.

Then all the mothers in Almonte ought to
get a full supply of skates, and let each
child thcy may have select a pair, and then
teach them how and where to use them.
And should it be necessary, let them stand
over the skaters in their skating exercises,
until all can use their skates with reasonable
safety.

That is the way to ingratiate confidence
and to relieve society, And not to have
mothers in the trepidation of fits within,
and the children dissembling and stealing
away with their skates without. Let us
bhave Spartan wmothers, with their manly
sons and lovely daughters, nerved by prac
tice to take part in all the athletics and gym-
nastics of the day. Aun eminent ruler once
weunt over to Sparta, to take a view of the
municipal arrangements of that country, and
among other things while on his royal visit,
he put the question, “Where are the walls
of Sparta ?” The king of that country re-
plied, “Please meet me on these plains at
5 o'clock to-morrow morning, and I will
shew you the walls of Sparta.”” The men
of rule met, according to appoint:Lent, and
there filled the plain an invincible army in
martial array, and the Spartan king erter-
tained his visitor by pointing to the martiall-
ed hosts and saying, “There, sire, are the
walls of Sparta, and each particular man is
a brick.”

A band of rowdies once approached a town
which they took by storm, and so frighten-
ed the citizens that they, generally, hid
themselves in cellars and in holes of the
walls. Bat there was one woman whom the
panic had not seized. She had six well
made sons, and she called them out to try
what could be done by way of restoring con-
fidence. They had not been long on the
street until their presence attracted the at-
tention of the rowdies, who came right on
to serve them as they had served the rest of
the inhabitants. Onu seeing that the moth-
er mounted a high doorway, where she had
a commanding view of the men and of the
ground.  She called her sous to her stand,

then she cheered them to battle. She clap-
d her hands, raised her voice, and shout

The last look she had of

hateful, and a panic got up, in the rage of

—

ARRIVAL OF THE AUSTRALASIAN:

New York, Dec. 18.
The Australasian from Liverpool Dec.
Sth, arrived here at 6 this morning. She
brings the following additional i‘telligenoe.

A great storm of three days had proved
most disastrous to England, both on sea and
land, The Jamage to property was most
extensive, and the ccast was strewn with
wrecks. At Holyhead 54 bodies floated into
the harbor.

A letter in the London Daily News says
it-is understood that thc new rebel privateer
Rappahannock is still believed to be at Cal-
ais. She is very fast, and the writer char-
ges that it is well understood at' Shereness
what she was intended for,

The lf’o; e of Rome had receive
tation from Confederates, who pre
letters from Jeff. Davie. Tt is beligvc:imlll:(::
the reception had no official character. and
that the letter was merely complimcnta'ry.

_ A great mecting at Preston passed resolu-
tions in favor of continued neutrality,

Fould’s financial statement shows that ac-
cumulated defici's now reach 972000 000
f“;s., t.md a loan of 300,000,000, is f)ropésed
Mexican expenses during the i Y
ZIO,UO0,00(ﬁrnnc . i

Three ships are iilling out to blockade the
Western coast of Mexico, as far as Ac apulco.

Bourse firm at 67.10,

The position of the Dano-Germ
is unchanged. .
England and Russia are making move-
ments for a pacific adjustment.

London, Dec. 6th.—The British Crown
lawyers have announced the condemnation
of the British Bark Springbot by the New
York Court illegal and vexatious, and Lord
Lyons is to remonsirate.

- “The Globe newspsper contails strong
comments on the Springbot’s condemnation,
It is the Government organ.

The owner of the Springbot is a Northern
partizan,

d a depu-

an question

New York, Dee. 16.
The Tribune has accounts frem 'I'exas
from a prominent gentleman from that State,
containing, from other information, the fol-
lowing; It was rumored, in the early part
of October, and probably truly, that on the
Colorado River, in Fayeetc and Brisloph
Co., 34 persons had heen hanged; 4 Ameri-
cans and 30 Germans. Among them was
Mr. Glassmeyer, an old resident of La-
grange, and an inoffensive gentleman of 70
years of age.

At Matamoras there were some acres of
cotton piled up, the owners of which were
in tribulation lest Cortiaas should make
some arrangement by which it would pass
into the hands of the military at Browns-
ville.

There was some talk of arresting Major
Russell, the Counfederate Agent for theft
under the extradition treaty, but these were
vague rumors.

Cairo, Dec. }6,—The steamer Julia which
just arrived at New Orleans, reports that the
Brasiel was fired into below Rodney on the
11th. Three men were killed and several
wounded.
The Julia reports that the steamer Te-
cumseth was burned on the 16th of Nov.
The Richmond Whig of December 15th,
says that on Thursday last an explosion took
place at the Chesterfield coal pits, from the
admission of gasinto Raccoou pits, near
Clover Hill, 29 miles from Richmond. 16
men were killed and 3 injured.  The acci-
dent occasioned a tremendous explosion.
The flames from the hissing pas ascended
some hundreds of feet above the surface of
the pit.  The overseer, Mr. Barclan, is
among the dead.
Washington, Dec, 18.—Mutually, friendly
and satisfactory explanations have taken
place to-day between tl e Seeretary of State
and Lord Lyous, concerning the recovery
of the Chesapeake and her crew within the
British Jurisdiction in Nova Scotia.

The New Orleans Picayune of Dec. 9th,
has news of the recapture of Puebla by Jus-
arez forces, and that Commonfort was ad-

vancing against the French. The French
in Tampioo are in a state of siege and have
there lost 600 men by yeilow fever,

ed, “Well done, my sons.”” Sl.e gave them
honours, and called them by name, as the
case required, and she had one great cross-
eyed son, named Charles, who, at the ring
of his mother’s voice, felled every comer,
and at every lick sent a rowdy torty rods.
And under that matron commander, the
land very soon had rest.

But skaters must be skilled in the momen-
tum of matter, and in the laws of motion,
and be able to profit by their knowledge of
rectilineal, centripital and centrifugal forces,
and have a knowledge of the conic sections

————l W O D —

The Hon. Louis Morin, late Solicitor
General, and a Mr. P, Duchesaay got nearly
drowned in the Richelien river at St. Hya-
cinthe, on the forenoon of Monday last.
They were crossing the river each holding
{ the ehnd of a ladder, when the ice broke be-
neath their feet. M. Duchesnay sank u
to his arms, and Mr. Mhion,npfo the neckli
They remained says the Journal about

y | su
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and of the gyrations of skates.

Tn sacred story we read of men who oould
sling at an hair's breadth and not miss.
Had iittle Anderson been able to tarn his
skates at an hair’s breadth, he eould not
have been drowned. = Whenever he found
the ice unsafe, at the bieadth of a hair and
with the lightness and swiftness of a swal-
low, he would have been round and off and
away to firmer footing. In thiv age of day-
light, in which so much of the schoolmaster
is abroad, it is 1ather melancholy that ex-

rt little boys should have so little know-
r:d.ge of the laws of nature.

Tn a right cold day we see a mist or steam
rising from the river.  Now that is caused
by the fact of the atmosphere being special-
ly colder than the water, and that process is
varied on until an equilibrium be established.
In technical terms, the water is said to give
out color, and where there is a greater vol-
ume of water there is a greater volume of
oolor to give out. That is the reason why
deep waters do not freeze so soon as shallow,
and why some deep warm waters scarcely
freeze at all. And that is a standing lesson
to warn inexpericnced people not to venture
themselves on to deep wators, or on to deep
g:eu of the river, while it may be per-

tlyvufo whore the water is shallow.

ory

Sox or tax Weasy Foor.
December 15th, 1863.

Federal Recruit:ng.

We mentioned some days ago that the
Government had caused certain of its agents
to keep watch along the frontier upon the
joes of the gentry who have been amus-
iog themselves by recruiting for the Federal
armies on this side of the lines. 1t will be
scen from a letter which we publish to-day
trom Coaticook, that the efforts used have
not been ineffectual. A batch of persons

p to be implicated, have been arrested
n that neighborhood. [t is, of course, im-
possible to produce any legal proof of an of-
fence which is always easily cloaked; but
this at least will be shown, we hope, to the
vatisfaction of all delinquents of this class,
that they canuot practice their nefarious
business with impunity, and that if they
escape the heavier punishments due to their
offences, they will at any rate find the en.
deavor to keep close to the windy side of the
law one involving a great many unpleasant
incidents.—Mont. Herald.

NiaGARA SHIP CANAL.—The people of
Oswego, last Thursday, voted almost un-
animously for authorising their Common
Council to appropriate $4,000 to assist in

ying the expenses of a survey for a ship
Enlmd Niagara Falls,on the Amen-
can side connecting Lakes Erie and Qutario.

U O QB —
£ The Dumfries Reformer regrets to state
that Mr. Wm. Romald who was burt
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12th inst.

twenty minutes in the water and were got
out at last by meaus of their ladder and a
rope, by three men who were all that would

risk themselves on the ice to go to their as-
sistance.

SERICUS AOOIDENT.—A man named
Joseph Fraklin, a ship carpenter employed
in the yard of Messrs. Donaldson & An-
drews, Port Dalhousie, was o severcly in-
jured in the saw mill there on Satarday
 that his life is despaired of., It appears that
the man went into the Mill for the purpose
of sharpening an aze, and while doing so his
arm caught by the key of a pulley, cragging
bim into the. belt, the_result being some se-
vere, it not fatal injuries.—Sc. Catherines
Journal,

More DesERTERS.—Oua Ssturday night
last two of the men of the 47th succeeded in
waking their escape, On Monday evening
some of the City Police, with a few of the
wilitary look-out party made a desoent up-
on the American craft lying at Anderson &
Ford's wharf, but becam& satisfied by a
thorough search that the deserters were not
on board, it is to be feared that the city is
not yet rid of recruiting ageuts, and the
authorities both civil and military, would
de well to keep a closs watch upon strangers,
—[Kiogston News.

L

The Quebec Daily News says:—We
Jearn that the New York house, whose ten-
der was the highest for the purchase >f the
Napoleon III. and Queen Victoria, having
failed to comply with the stipulations ef
sale, their bid has been, or is about to be
canoelled, by the Goverament. It is proba-
ble that the highest bona fide bid is that of
Messrs. Tetu & Garneau of this city, $100,-
500 and if the Goverument is sincere in
wishing to dispose of the boats, they will
fall into the hands of these gentlemen.
There were fifteen other bids, all from par-
ties in this oity, all below that of the firm
above namel. ;

Mr. James Casey, formerly a printer o-
Toronto, died recently in Sacramento, Cali
fornia.

A young Quebecer, named Chas. Lavigue,
aged 23, was killed at the battle of Chatta-
nooga on the 25th ult.

Sir Edmund Head was elected Governor
of the Hudson's Bay Company at their
meeting on the 27th ult.

A new ferry-boat called the Cheshire has
commenced plying on the Mersey, between
Liverpool and Birkenhead.  She is con-
structed on the Americau plan, has a radder
at each end, and the steersman is placed in
a small round homse cn the upper deck.
She easily accommodates two thousand pas-
seagers.

The true theory of woman's rights is to
educate the girls thoroughly, and thea le¢

- e

: the womon do as they have a mind to,




