FINANCES FOR
PAST YEAR

o ———

MINISTER'S REPORT
ON PUBLIC ACCOUNTS

The Ordinary Revenue of the Pro-
vince Exceeds the Expenditure
By About $700.000.

the public accounts of the province
presented to the House by the Minis-
ter of Finance yesterday show a bal-
ance of revenue over expenditure of
$715,316.22, including the Dominion sib-
sidies of $307,076.66. This is an increase
of $96,672.35 over the balance of last
vear. The increased balance is due in
part to & decrease in expenditure. It is
more largely due to the increase in
revenue from a variety of sources. For
instance the increase from land sales
for the year 1905-1906 as compared with
the preceding fiscal year, amounts to
$47,881.00. Timber leases show $24,221.66
better than the previous year.
revenue from land sales for the year
1905-1906 as compared with the proceed-
ing flscal year, amounts to $47,881.09.
Timber leases show $24,221.66 better
than the previous year.

The revenue from commercial travel-
lers’ licenses which the previous fiscal
Year amounted to but $7,250, this year
reaches the figure of $21,050.

Increased revenue is also noticeable
from general mining recepits, registry
fées, revenue, personal property and
mineral taxes.

The expenditure' for the fiscal year
shows a decrease in the amount for
education of $15,007.20. While the sum
expended upon roads, streets, bridges
and wharves iz somewhat In excess of

the amount of last year it still falls far
short of the totals spent for the fiscal
years of 1902-1903 and 1903-1904.

The public debt shows an increase of
$36,879.13 over that of the preceding
year.

The report of the auditor-general
shows the- following summary of ex-
penditure for the year ending June,
1906.

Total
Service. Expenditure.
1.—Public debt

2.—Ciyil government (salaries)
3.—Administration of justice

(salaries) 2
4.—Legislation
5.—Public institutions

tenance)
6.—Hospitals and charities

T.—Administration ‘of justice

(other than salaries)
8.—Hducation
9.—Transport
1l.—Revenue services
12.—Public Works—

Works and build-

ings

Governm't House,

Victoria
Roads,
bridges
wharves ....

263,634 76

118,722 52
47,766 06
(main-

167,822 72
107,671 10

116,405 58
418,937 97
28,021 62
24,918 15

$ 452,726 76
13.—Miscellaneous 179,667 94
$2,620,147 66
The following sums though not in-
cluded in the above expénditure, have
been paid cut of the ordinary revenue
of the province and are chargeahle to:
Dyking distriots, . for
maintenance of dykes.$13,200 34
Shuswap and
Okanagan
railway, in
excess of earn-
ings ..
Nakusp and
Slocan rail-
way, in excess
of earnings ..
Victoria and
Sidney rail-,
way, 2 per
cent. guaran-
tee of interest
on bonds ....

$21,802 56

16,465 18

6,030 0C
2
57,498 06

Gross expenditure
A comparative statement of the re-
cepits and expenditures of the prov-
ince for the past fiscal year and the
year previous is as follows:

REVENUE:

Dominion of Canada—
Annual payment of interest ...
Annual payment of subsidy ...
Annual payment of grant per capita.
Annual payment for lands conveyed..

Land sales

YLand revenue

Survey fees

Rents, exciusive of land

Timber leases

Timber royalty and llcenses

Free Miners' certificates ..

Mining receipts, general

Licenses, trade and liquor (see note)

Licenses, game ...

Licenses, commerc

Fines and fees of court .......

Probate fees

Succession duty

Law stamps ....

Regisiry fees

Sale of goverrmment property ...

Marriage licenses

Revenue tax

Real property tax

Pérsonal property tax

Wild land tax (including coal and timber'

Income tax

Mineral tax 4

Royalty and tax on coal .

Revenue service refunds

Tax sale deeds

Tax on unworked crowngra.nted mineral
Commission and fees on sales for taxes..
Printing office

Registered taxes (all denommatxons) =

Bureau of mines i

Hospital for the insane ..

Provincial Home

Reimbursements for keep of prisoners

1804-19056.  1905-1806
1st July to 1st July to
30th June. 30th June.

$ 2915106 $§ 29,151 06
. 35,000 00 35,000 00
142,925 60 142,626 60
100,000 00
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Chinese restriction (Act,' 1884, Dominion Smtutes) fi

Trafic tolls, New Westminster bridge
Interest

Dykes Assessment Act, 1905 (tax on lands agamst capital

charge)
Miscellaneous receipts
Interest on investment of sinking funds

Net revenue
Deposits on account of intestate estates

Deposits on account of suitors’ fund (receipts)

Deposits on account of tax sales’ surplus

Shuswap & Okanagan railway receipts (Act,
Nakusp & Slocan railway receipts (Act, 1894)

. 78,69 54

$2,992,900 36
51,642 13

$3,044,442 49
71,861 74
36,424 12

1,657 16
28,400 34
9,783 96

$2,820,461 71
. 8,184 34
26,986 11

995 89

24,021 40
6,301 48

(receipts)

(receipts)
1890)

EXPENDITURE.

1~Public Debt—
Interest

1904-1905 1505-1806
1st July to 1st July to
30th June, 30th June.

$.393,623 93 § 411,758 93

*Sinking funds (chargeable to investment acc’'t) as follows—

Trustees’
Trustees’
Trustees’
Trustees’
Trustees’ account,
Truateel' acecount,
'93, '9‘) and 1902"
Sinking !und
1905

account,
account,
account,
account,

Premlum and exchange
Piscount and Commission ...

‘“Loan Act, 1877
interest invester,
interest invested,
interest invested,
“Loan Acts, 1891, 98, 95, "99 & 1902"
interest invested, ‘“‘Loan Acts, 1891,

“Dyking Assessmems

9.258 80
13,546 35
8,677 22

9,258 80
14,837 03
8,677 22
6,780 17
99,219 36

“Loan Act, 1877
‘“Loan Act, 1887
“Loan Act, 1887"

30,424 93
Adjustment Act,
13,428 88

3,671 79

Incidental expenses of negotiating loan, 1802 ,

*Redemption of debentures (Loan Act, 1887)
~Reademption of debentures (Loan Act, 1903) il

2.—~Civil government (salaries)
l-—Admlnistraﬁon of justice (salaries)
4.—Legislation
5.—Public Institutions (Maintenance)—
Printing office .
Hospital for the insane ..,
Museum
Provincial Home ..
Bureau of Mines
Fish hatchery
. ¥~—Hospitals and charities

7. Administration of justice (other than salaries) ...

8. —Education ....
$.—Transport .
10.—Rent
11.—Revenue senlces
12.—Public Works—

Works and buildIngs ...c.ecvenienenn

Parliament buildings

Government House, Victoria

Roads, streets,

Surveys

New Westmingter bndge .
13.—Miscellaneous

*Tess amount of sinking funds as above,chargeable

vestment account

#»ess redemption of debentures as
against loans

Net expenditure

Deposits on account of intestate estates (repaid)
Deposits on account of suitors’ fund (repaid)

Deposits on account of tax sales’ surplus (repaid)
Shuswap & Okanagan railway payments (Act,
Nakusp & Slocan railway payments (Act, /M) .00 %

At the end of the month of July,
1905, the balance of liabilities over as-
sets amounted to $8,788,228.69. This
year the amount is smaller, $8,106,-
102.99. When the great increase In
revenue from so many sources coupled
with the continually decreasing am-
ounts expended on various public utili-
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bridges and wharves

179,557 94
$2,620,147 66
182,021 39

92,412,417 84  $2,438,126 27

chargeable

above,

110,000 60 110,000 00

$2,302,417 84
64,683 36
19,208 14

706 63
51,288 71 50,202 90

7 26,269 06 26,240 13

lt'es is considered, the decrease has not

| the significance it would otherwise pos-
sesss. The ‘cheeese-paring’’ policy of
the government has its laurels, but
they merely conceal a very large pro-
| portion of thorns.

The balance sheet of the province
(:ywr the year is as follows:

$2,328,126 27
69,539 91
26,796 18-,

413 71

1890)
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ASSETS.

Dominion gévernment, section 2, Terms of Union

Sinking fund loan, 1877 (invested in London)

Sinking fund loan, 1887 (invested in London)

Sinking fund loan, 1891, ’98, '95, '99 and 1902 (Invested in Londnn) (inscrib-

ed stock)

Bank of Montreal deposit account,
Registry Act, 1908)
Glyn, Mills, Currie & Co., London .

pany's bonds)
Haddington Island stone qu
ete.)

Shuswap and Okanagan Railway Co.
bonds, etc.,

surance Co.
Bank of Montreal,
security under sec. 2,
19057)
Stumping powder, purchase account

Act”) 3
Nanaimo (,reumery Assoclation (
Okanagan Creamery Association (Loan,

Coquitlam Dyking District,
Maple Ridge Dyking District,
Matsqui Dyking District,

Pitt Meadows Dyking District,

Maple Ridge Dyking District,
Chilliwack Dyking District,
Coquitlam Dyking District,

Pitt Meadows Dyking District,
Advances to Departments, viz.—
Hon. Provincial Secretary ..

Hon. Minister of Mines

Hon. C. C. Lands and Works .
Public Works Engineer 5
Surveyor of Taxes

8. Baxter, inspector of boilers
Superintendent of Police
Agent-General, London
Department of Agriculture ..
Assessors, Kootenay and V. I

Balances Due by Agents, vig.—
Cowichan
Revelstoke
New Westminster
Vernon .
Telegraph Creek ..
Netson
Comox
Greenwgod .
Cranbrook
Rossland .
Kamloops
Atlin
Alberni
Nanaimo
Golden
Port Simpson
Ashcroft
Kaslo
Barkerville .
Clinton
Fairview ...
Grand Forks

Cash Bdlance on hand at treasury

London ..
Brl'uqh Colum Loan (Act, 1887)

Lond

British olutnbla’ Lokn (Act, 1891
London

British Columbia Loan (Act, 1808)
London ....

British Columbia Loan (Act, 1895)
London

British Columbia Loan (Act, 1897)
at Victoria

British Columbia Loan (Act 1899)
London

British Columbia
London

British- Columbia Loan (Act, 1908)
at Victoria

payable at Victoria
Rallway guarantee bonds (Nal

Deposits (Intestate estates, etc.)
Deposits (suitors’ funds,

pany’s Incorporation Act, 1965)

tion Act, 1805)

Real estate mining claims (sec. 152,
Chilliwvack Dyking District.

Chilliwack Dyking District,

Montreal (cash deposit by the Royal
“Royal Trust Company

Rural school districts (advances against school rates) :

Comox Creamery Association (Loan, ‘“Dalry - Assoclations Act”)
Victoria. Creamery Association (Loan, “Dairy Associations Act’)
Abbotsford Creamery Association (Loan, ‘“‘Dairy Associations Act')
Salt Spring Island Creamery Association (Loan,

, “Dalry Associations Act”)

“Dalry Associations Act’’)

White Valley Creamery Association (Loan,

Dewdney municipality (Loan, “Dewdney Municipality Relief Act, 1906”)

Dairymen’s and Live Stock Assoclation (advance account)

Chilliwack Dyking District, capital charge
“Dyking Assessments Adjustment Act, 1905 ...

R. M. Palmer, superintendent of horticulture

Province of British Columbia (being balance of labilities over assets)..

British Columbia Loan (Dyking Debemure Acts, 1897,

Sinking fund loan, B. C. Dyking Debentures, 1897 and 1899 3

Canadian Bank of Commerce (account current)

Canadian Bank of Commerce (gold bar deposit account)

land registry assurance fund (Land

\lctorla & Sidney Rauway Co. (amount paid. for interest on -the com-

Advance to farmers for seed ln 1895 (re Fraser river floods) .........
Nakusp and Slocan railway, mortgage acoount

(amount paid for interest on
in excess of Dominion subsidy and net earnings)
Security investment in B. C. 3 per cent. stock for B. C. Plate Glass In-

Trust Co.
Incorporation

uuuvx\as
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“Dairy Associations

“Dairy Associations Act’) .

288382
¥28383 283838

against lands, under the

do.

Coquitlam Dyking District, interest account

interest account
maintenance of dykes .
maintenance of dykes ..
Maple Ridge Dyking District, maintenance of dykes
Matsqul Dyking District, maintenance of dykes
maintenance of dykes ...
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42,985 46
3,916 10
8,106,152 99

]

$18,133,693 71

LIABILITIES.
Brmsh Columbia Loan (Act, 187T) bearing 8 per cent. interest, payable in
$

599,945 00
2,087,000 00

20,000 00
1,649,000 00

3,496,850 00

interest, payable

1898, and 1899),

usp and Slocan Railway Aild Act, 1894)..

“Sultors Fund Act')
Deposits (surplus moneys from tax sales)
Fording Valley Railway Co. (security deposit, section 21 of the Com-

British Columbia Plate Glass Insurance Co (securlt
of the Company’s Incorporation Act, 1901)
Royal Trust Co. (security deposit, section 2 of the Company's Incorpora-

Premium on sale of dyking debentures (Suspense account) ..

*Placer Mining Act™) ...

sinking fund account ....

Coquitlam Dyking District, sinking fund account ....

Maple Ridge Dyking District, sinking fund account

Pitt Meadows Dyking District, sinking fund account

interest account

Registrar Supreme Court (Sec. 86, Land Clauses Consolidation Act) .,
Gold bar account (bullion deposit from assay office)

$13,133,693 71

GIGANTIC GROWTH OF

Statistical Data Gives History of the
Business for the Last Thirty-
two Years.

The first report of the new statistical

troller, was tabled recently at Ottawa,
The statistics are compiled from sworn
statements supplied by the railways and
it is noted with satisfaction that not a
single railway made default this year in
the submission of statistical data.

It was deemed important to make a
digest of the statistical .information,
whieh had been issued from year to year
since 1875, The tables, which are present-
ed for the first time, represent a history
in flgures of the growth of the railway
business in Canada. The tables give
many interesting flgures, showing the de-
velopment of Canadian railways since
1875, including the following:

Total mileaAge seceenceacrcecanss
Locomotives .., .
1st class cars ,

2nd class cars .

Baggage cars ..

Box cars

Platform cars

In 1876 the volume of traffic ‘was 5,788
tons of freight and 5,296 passengers per
locomotive, as compared with 19,778.tons
and 9,549 passengers in 1%06.

FELL INTO HOLD.

New York, March 9.—8ix persons were
precipitated into the hold of the Ham-
burg-American line steamer Romanic at
Hoboken to-day, when the hatchway on
which - they were standing gave way.
Boatswain Lewis, Seamen Walker, Mor-
ton and. Kanork, and Messboys Parsley
and Gater were removed to a hospital in

a seflous condition. Walker and Parsley,

.n‘.n.,i)-miuk (R

CANADIAN RAILWAYS|

branch of the department of raillways, of |
which J, Lambert Payne is the comp- |

MILL WORKERS STRIKE.

Lumber Industry of Portland is Prac-
tically Paralyzed. 3

Portland, Ore., March 10.—The lum-
ber industry of Portland was practi-
cally paralyzed yesterday when two
thousand mill workers went on strike.

The feature of the situation is the

action of the Western Federation of
Miners, who are standing ready with
$20,000 to throw into the funds of the
striking union in order to help them
maintain the strike. Other unions of
the State are preparing to follow the
miners’ example, and it is thought be-
fore the week is out funds of the Mill
Workers’ Union will tatal over $50,000.

The mills were about ready to com-
mence the spring work when the
trouble started. Since that time it has
come to‘such a piteh that the mill own-
ers must have been able to proceed
with the work in hand or lose large
contracts on many of which forfeits
for non-delivery will be impounded.

KILLED BY ROBBERS.

Kutais, Trans-Caucasia, March 9.—
The treasurer of the local revenue, ac-
companied by two policemen and sev-
eral local officials, was driving through
the streets in a carriage yesterday
with $7,600 in his custody when three
bombs were thrown at his party. This
attack was followed by a volley of re-
volver shots from the bandits. Both
the policemen and the driver of the
carriage and one of the officials were
kiled, and the treasurer and four other
officials were wounded. The robbers
seized the money and escaped.

—Jasper Graham, the 9-year-old son
of W. Graham, of 111 Fort street, who
could not be found last night and
caused his father a long and vain
search up to 8 o'clock this morning,
finally returned home after 5§ o'clock.
He had been keeping the night watich-
man company at the St. Francis hotel.

MARCH
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EXACT SITE OF
WHALING DEPOT

e re

SEALER DROWNED OFF
CALIFORNIA COAST

Blasting of Rock From €. P. R. Land-
ing Kills Thousands of
Smelts.

With a cargo of lumber for the con-
struction of three bunk houses and a
wharf at the new whaling station at
Kyuquot Sound, the steamer#Queen
City sailed last night. Her immediate
objective is Narrow Cui Creek, the
exact site of the gigantic —whaling sta-
tion upon which construction work will
be commenced immediately. She car-
ried on board fifty workmen, including
a number of Japanese, who will be
employed at the work: The bunk
houses will be run up immediately on
the arrival of the vessel, and as soon as
these can afford accommodation for
the workmen the construction of the
wharf will commence. Next week the
C. P. R. steamer Otter will leave for
Narrow Cut Creek with a cargo con-

sisting of the machinery for the new
station.

SEALER DROWNED.

A broken compass caused the death
of one of the crew of the sealing
schooner Ida Etta of Victoria, while
that vessel was off Pacific Grove on
the California coast. Three men from
the schooner .were out in a rowboat
looking for sea otters near the light-
house. Losing sight of their vessel and
with their compass not working they
drifted to the vicinity of Rocky Creek
beach. Heavy swells foiled their at-
tempts to land, and finally one huge
wave broke over the boat, capsizing it.
Two of the men, Rosser and Sanchez,
after buffeting the big breakers till al-
most exhausted, were thrown 'up on the
shore and rescued by young people
from Dick Smith’s ranch. 'The third
man’s body has not been found.

BLASTING A ROCK.

A dull booming sound, a minature
waterspout, and an aftermath of thou-
sands of dead and dying little smelts
floating along the surface of the water,
were what weré seen and heard in the
waters of the inner C. P. R, wharf this
morning. The oOccasion was the blast-
ing’ of a rotck to allow vessels to le
further up along the wharf. The rock
lay alongside the piles at the inner
wharf near the James Bay end. A hole
wasg drilled, a charge inserted, the ex-
plosion took place, and now the vessels
of the C. P. R. have more accommoda-
tion than- of yore. AWwa Wit of the
explosion a number of the piles sup-
porting the wharf were shaken from
their bed.

NEW ALLAN LINERS.

The Allan line has announced that
its new steamer Corsican will take her
place on the Liverpool-Montreal ser-
vice ‘on the 11th of July next, and will
sall from Liverpool four weeks there-
after. The 8. 8. Corsican is a twin
screw stéel steamer of 11,000 tons re-
gister, and 18,000 tons displacement, or
as large as‘'the safe navigation of the
8t. Lawrence will permit of under pre-
sent conditions, She is 500 feet in
length, 60 feet in width, 41 feet in
depth, and her sea speed is 16 knots.

A second new steamer called the
Grampian will be placed on the Glas-
gow-Montreal route in September. She
is of 10,000, twin screws and of di-
mensions almost the same as the Cor-
sican. She will have for her running
mate, the twin gcrew 8. S. Ionian, 9,000
tens now on the Liverpool service. Both
these steamers will carry first, second
and third class passengers. The Allan
line steamers embark and land their
passengers at Montreal.

C. P. R, STEAMERS.

On Tuesday the Princess Beatrice
will replace the Princess May on the
Seattle run. The Princess May will
sail for Skagway on the night of the
13th on a fortnightly schedule. As be-
fore announced in the Times the C. P.
R. has now a weekly sérvice to north-
ern British Columbia ports, and in the
future the Amur and the Princess May
will -sail on alternate weeks. The
Princess Beatrice will leave for Seat-
tle on Tuesday morning at the usual
hour of sailing.

—H, W, T. Behensen, M. L. A, visit-
ed Fernie on Monday and arranged for
the convention of the Licensed Victul-
ers” Association and the Provincial
Aerie of Eagles next June.

Steedman’s

SOOTHING

Powders

Relieve FEVERISH HEAT.
Prevent FITS, CONVULSIONS, etc.

Preserve a healthy s:e of the constitution
CHILDREN
Please observe the EE in STEEDMAN.
CONTAIN
E NO
POISON

LORD’'S DAY ACT.

Text of the Address Presented to the
Provincial Government.

(See also page 6.)
Following is the address which was
presented to the provincial government
by a delegation representing the Lord’'s

Day Alliance:

of the Cabinet, Provincial Legislature:
Honorable Genilemen:—In view of the
announcemeat made recently to the
effect that the Attorney-General, with

the advice and support of the executive |
meantime |
under the |

council, would withhold in the
his assent to prosecutions
“Dominion Lord's Day Act,”
of any gsible action by the
the Provincial Lord's Day xman(,g of
British Columbia beg respectfully to sub-
mit the following Tepresentations:
Jurisdiction of the Provinces.

and in view

of things the Lord’s day is a fitting sub-
ject for national legislation, and that
upon so important a matter there should
be well defined national sentiment, never-
theless we do not regard it as of ma-
terial importance from what source legis-
lation comes, whether from the province
or the Dominion. The important requisite
is that legislation should be competent,
and that our Sunday laws should have
constitutipnal sanction.

(b) Though it is asserted that the “Do-
minion Act’ purports to give liberty to
the provinces to legislate in their own
interest in respect of the Lord’'s day, we
beg-to state our view that the clauses of
the act referred to, though they may
bear that, construction, do not necessa ’ily
convey to the provinces such power. The
provinces have their constitution under
the ‘“British North America Act.” What-
ever power they nave in respect of Lord’s
day legislation, if any, they have 'nde-
pendent of the Dominion parliament, end
if by the “British North America Act”
such power is not bestowed it does not re-
side with the Dominion parliament to
confer it.

(c) So far as this question has come
under the consideration of the courts, we
are bound to conclude that the provinces
have no encouragement to move in the
direction of “Lords Day'’ legislation.

The judicial committee of the Privy
Council of England has given its deci-
sion that the provincial Sunday laws of
Canada were ultra vires; and before con-
senting to introduce to parliameni a
Sunday law, the Hon. C. Fitzpatrick,
then minister of justice, prepared a draft
provincial law and submitted it to the
Supreme court of Canada.,with the re-
sult that .such legislation “was declared
incompetent for the provinces. From the
decision of the Supreme court the minis-
ter of justice begged leave to appeal to
the judicial committee of the Privy Coun-
cil of England. The request was refused,
and the judgment of the Supreme court
was, therefore, upheld. In-view of these
decisions, ang notwithstanding the ex-
ample set by the province of Quebec, it
would seem inconsiderate on the part of
any province to attempt direct Sunday
legislation.

(d) Assuming that the question of the
power of the provinces to pass Lord's
day legislation has not been settled, and

thats there is still ground for™ believing, |

though it may be seriously doubted, that
this provinde may enact a Sunday law,
we believe the reasonable course for the
government to pursue, and -one that
would commend itself to the public as
fair, vzould be to prepare a draft bill,
and, according to the.terms of the *‘Act
Regarding the Constitution, Practice &nd
Procedure of the Supreme.Court of Brit-
ish Columbia,” submit the draft legisla-
tion to that court for judgment.

Responsibility of the Attorney-General.

(a) Whatever responsibility
minion Lord's Day: Act”—in terms of mee-
tion. 15—places upon the Attorney-Gen-
eral, we submit, is fixed upon him znd
not upon the provincial government. The
Attorney-General, we believe, ag the de-
signated officer for the administration of
the ‘“Dominion Lord's Day Act,” has an
obligation to discharge, for which he is
solely responsible, and from which no
action of the provincial government can
accord him release.

(b) Our view further is, that the Attor-
ney-General, by virtue of his office, has
no option but to give consent to prosecu-
tions under the Dominlon law, unless che

alleged offences shall appear &8 not pro-’

perly coming under the act, or the prose-
cutions shall be shown to be petty or
malicious, or for other cause made clear.
The intent of the law is not that the At-
torney-General shall have absolute weto
power, but that he shall secure the just
administration of the act.

Our conviction, therefore, upon this
point is that, notwithstanding the pre-
sent attitude or the contemplated action
of any provincial government, the ‘“‘Do-
minion Lord’s Day Act” is now in force;
and should there, in any province, be fail-
ure to give it effect through the refusal
of the Attorney-General to give assent to
prosecutions, the responsibility of that re-
fusal would rest wholely with the Attor-
ney-General; and that such refusal can
be justified only by cause shown in the
specific prosecution in relation to which
consent is withheld.

General Considerations.

We beg to submit the following as in-
dicating that no obstacle should be placed
in the way of the *“Dominion Lord’s Day
Act” being applied to British Columbia:

(a) In principle and in.the general scope
of the act, it unquestionably represents
the sentiment of Canada.

(b) Whilst there may be a disposition
to condemn specific clauses of the act,
and certain interests may feel aggrieved,
it is to be remembered that for fully four
months the matter was before the Do-
minion parliament, and every interest
had its opportunity to be heard both be-
fore the committee and the House.

(c) That in scope and principle, we te-
lieve, this law represents the predominant
sentiment in British Columbia; that the
bulk of all objections to the act that have
found public expression have been based
upon ignorance of its requirements.

(d) That the particular sentiments at-
tributed to many in British Columbia,
and the commercial and industrial inta--
ests of the province meet with generous
consideration under the terms of this
enactment,

(e) That a splendid opportunity, we sub-
mit, is now afforded this legislature to
strengthen the sentiment in favor of an
institution that has its authority, not
from the Bible and the church merely,
but from natural law and history, and
whose worth to the nation, though inade-
quately conceived by many, is neverthe-
less, in the opinion of the greatest minds,
real, immeasureable and enduring,

In the name of the Alliance,

W. M. ROCHESTER,
Western Secretary L. D. A.
Victoria, B. C., March 8th, 1907.

STRIKE OF ELECTRICIANS.

Paris Was in Darkness For Several
Hours on Saturday Night—Men
Receive Concessions.
Paris, March 9—The strike of
electricians of the city of Paris,
which threw the city into obsecurity
for the better part of last night, has
come to an end as abruptly as it
began. Through the intermediation
of M. Deselves, the prefect of the
Seine, the electrical companies ‘have
conceded the principal demands of the
workmen in the matter of pensions,
and have agreed that they shall be
placed on the footing of the men em-
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ployed by the city as regards hours
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and yges. The strikers will go back
to work to-morrow.

At 11 o'clock to-night one of the elec-
trical companies, with the assistance
of firemen, succeeded in generating
sufficient current to light the central
districts of the city and to run the
newspaper presses. Up to this hour
the boulevards and the cafes had been
but dimly lighted with Chinese lan-
while the use of candles stuck
ts presented
iching rain
a few of the

sight. A dr
and only
theatres were open.

The strike resulted early this morn-
ing in a serious flood in the tunnel of
the Paris subway system in course of
construction on the south side of tha
Seine. The reason for the inflow f
water with that the electric pumps
working.. There is over 12
distance in
the subway, and it is feared that tha
sides and roof of the tunnel will fall
in. The men who were at work in the
tunnel at the time of the flood made
their escape hurriedly, and had to
leave behind their tools and other
property.

COVII\G CONVENTION.

National Council of Women Delegates
‘Will Visit Victoria During June.

The delegates to the National Council
of Women will, it is expected, pay a
visit to the city of Victoria during the
time they are on the coast attending
the convention which is to be held in
Vancouver.

The probable date of the convention
is June 22nd. The C. P. R. will be ask-
ed to make special rates for those at-
tending from the East. Delegates are
in fact expected from all parts of the
continent.

The Vancouver branch- held a meet-
ing recently to make arrangements for
the convention, appointing a nuraber of
committees.

New Westminster council will asgsist
in entertaining the delegates. The Vic-
toria council, it was reported, would
also assist, and would invite the dele-
gates to visit the capital.

The Companions of the Foresters,
the women’s branch of the 1. O. F,,
will also affiliate with the local coun-
cils. .

LABOR LEADERS TO MEET.

On Monday Will Discuss Labor Short-
age—Public Meeting to Be Called.
Some days ago the Laborers’ Protec
tice Association drafted the following
resolution which will be placed before
a joint meeting of the executives of the
Trades and Labor Council and the La-
borers’ Protective Association of this

city:

‘“Resolved, that the Victoria Labor-
ers’ Protective Unlon disapproves of
the method adopted by the Board of
Trade of Victoria, B. C., in appointing
a committee to hold secret sessions to
investigate the alleged scarcity of 1n-
bor, and from the result of its secret
investigation to compile a report and
forward the same with petitions from
other sources to His Excellency the
Governor-General in Council, for the
avowed purpose of having the pro-
hibitery, -3500- head tax on:Chinese re-
duced.

‘“And pe.it further resolved, that we
are in favor of a royal commission to
investigate the alleged scarcity of la-
bor in British Columbia as the best
method that can be adopted, that
would conduce to the general welfare
of all concerned.”

An effort is to be made to have a
public discussion of this question, and
also of the Iimmigration question as
well. In all probability two meetings
will be held, one under the auspices of
the Trades and Labor Council and the
other under that of the Protective
Union.

The committee which will represent
the Protective Union at Monday even-
ing’'s meeting is as follows: W. Mc-
Kay, J. Sullivan and A. R. Sherk.
The Trades and Labor Council will be
represented by J. C. Watters, S. Siv-
ertz, R. Ryan and August Herburger,

BUYS NELSON HOTEL.

Nelson, March 6.—The Strathcona
hotel, the oldest first-class hotel in the
interior, was sold to-day for $40,000
cash to R. G. Webb, formerly of Perth,
Australia. Mr. Webb takes possession
on Monday, and will manage the prop-
erty personally. He will make a sub-
stantial addition to the present build-
ing in the spring. The house was built
in 1891, and was conducted by E. E.
Phair as the hotel Phair until 1903,
when a new manager came in and the
name was changed.

SEVEN MEN DROWNED,

St. John’s, Nfld., March 8.—A bliz-
zard has raged throughout Newfound-
land for the past forty-eight hours,
blockading railways and  damaging
shipping. An unknown fishing vessel
with a crew of seven men foundered
on the south coast of the island and
all hands were lost. The gale drove
three schooners seaward, and their
crews were obliged to abandon them
to save their lives. Business is at a
standstill in many places.

THE MINING INSTITUTE.

F. Keffer Elected President and W. F.
Robertson One of Vice-Presidents.
Toronto, March 8.—At the* Canadlan
Mining Institute to-day the election of
officers resulted as follows, and when
announced the result was received with
applause: President, Frederick Keffer,

Greenwood, B. C.; vice-presidents,
Bonsell Porter, Montreal; W.

Toronto; W. Fleet Robertson,

B. C.; secretary, H. Mortimer Lar
Montreal; treasurer, J. Stevenson Brown,
Montreal; council, F. W. Gillam, Mont-
real; Jas. McEvoy, Fernie, B. C.; Frank
B. Smith, Edmonton; R. W. Brock, Otta-
wa; J. C. Gwillim, Kingston; Dr. F. D.
Adams. Montreal; H. B. T. Haultain,
Craigmont; and David H. Browne, Cop-
per CIliff.

—That portion of Beacon Hill park
lying between the park drive and South
Park street has been turned over (o
the Victoria National History Assocla-
tion for beautification. Under the su-
perintendence of E. B. Wallace, of
Flewin’s Gardens, a large number of
indigenous plants, shrubs, etc., Wil
be planted therein. Small lakes will be
formed among the rocks. Walks will
be laid out and Victoria will have an-
other delightful recreation ground in
the course of time.
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