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Cub, Who' Broke His Leg,
- Belongs to Dreyfuss—
 The Shift.

Pittsburg, Dec. 24 —The Pittsburg Club
has been awarded Victér Saier, Cub first.
baseman, about whom. considerabie agi-
tation has been pressed by the Pittsburg
and Chicago owners.

Barney  Dreyfuss of the Pirates re-
ceived word from President Tener yes-
terday to the effect that Saler was now
the property of 'the Pittsburg Club,

The husky Cub sustained a broken leg
early last spring, and was incapacitated
from further duty during the remainder ot
thztu'anon. Saler was carried along on
thé Cub salary list for a spell, and then
was notified of his release, 1n order th-t
room might be made for another player.
This was done rather quietly, it appears,
but the local officials were watching the
case, and immediately put in a claim for
the first-baseman’s services,

_The Chicago owners claimed the right
to contract with Saier for the 1918 sea-
son, but the vigorous protest of the Pitts-
burg Club was placed before Mr. Tener

with all promptness, .and the decision of |°

the league’s executive upholds Pirate con-
tentions in every way. In other words,
Pittsburg acted according to the laws of
the game. {

Saier is a'batsman of the slugging type,
but it is hard to say where he is going
to fit into Bezdek's plan of procedure,
There is ly any chance for Vie to
dislodge the clever Mollwitz from first
base, and the Cub does not seem to have
the actions of an outfielder, /

It may be that Bezdek will find a regu-
lar place in the line-up for the hard hit-
ter, but the prospect is very hazy at the4

present time,

Saier begah his l!ueball days around
his home town in Michigan, and his ad-
vance was very rapid, He showed so
much promise, particularly at bat, af+-
Joining the Cubs, that he was soon’ as.
signed the job at first. Over a stretch of
BiX or seven summers he has been a very
dependable n in the field, and. his hit-
ting has often been violent.

Under ordinary circumstances Vie is a
fast .man, but the leg fracture may cut
into his matural speed. Vic is still sev-
eral years under the 20 milestone in life,
and his clean living should assure him a
long career, provided he stays with the
game.

The Pittsburg Club probably will ten-
der him’a contract at once.

TONEY IN TROUBLE,

Nashville, Ténn., Dec, 24.—Fred Toney,
Cinecinnati star  pitcher, will go
before the arch federal grand jury
here in an-effort to clear himself of a
charge of having conspired to violate the
selective service law. !

‘Toney, together with Jess Webb, a tax
assessor, was arresied here yesterday
on warrants charging. that Toney and
Webb . had an understanding by ~which
efforts were to be made to get Toney
exempted from military service on the
ground that he had deépendents.

.Toney claimed his wife, mother, step-
father, sister and a child were dependent
upon him. The child is a nephew.

Toney and' Welbb mwere out today on
$2500 bail.

Toney’'s home board refused to exempt
him and his arrest followed when he ap-
pealed to a district board.
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TRY A CASE OF

. SPECIAL ALE, PORTER OR LAGER

These bracing brews are different from the common—and
better. They are brewed by a more costly process than
the “just-as-good” kind and have the old-time
Labatt tasteand wholesomeness that cannot
be imitated successfully.

Groceries, Cafes, Hotels or
direct from the Brewery.

JOHN LABATT, LIMITED

ESTABLISHED 1832 8

LONDON, ONT., and No. 4 St. Helen Street, MONTREAL
TORON rO, 108 Don Esplanade.
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Beach Gun -
lub Weekly Shoo

The regular weekly shoot of the Balmy
Beach Gun Club was held at usual on
their grounds, Eastern aventie, on '‘Sat-
urday. ' A; good number of members and
friends were on hand and some good
scores. were made, In the on _event
C. N: Candee was high; in the Vietory
Bond event T. D. McGaw was high, and
in the gold watch event C. N. Candee
was high; i the doubles C,.N. Candee
was high with 15 out of 20 pairs. T. D.
MoGaw won the war ink bottle, which
was sent from France by Col. Shaw.
Scores:

R, H., Combs
. N. Candee .
. D. McGaw
. Ci, Harrls .,
. Wibby ...
. J. Boothe
W. 8. Lansing .
. A, Laird
. Sheppard
. ¥. Hodgson

—

, Many a Weﬁl‘y Mﬂ; Saycd to

Fighting Men on Way
to Battle Area.

Canadian Front in Flandérs--(By ‘W,
A. Willison, special corresporident o
Canadian Press, Ltd)—Dec, 2.—Olear
and dark and cold, such is the night.

familiar things give only a suggestion
of the place. 'To givé Mmore’ migat be
{0 _expose a railway location to the
tnemy, and there would bé disturbanse
and ‘momentary eonfusion in -theé .in-
tricate and extensive machinéfy’ whion
is the night tramway. system of the
Canadian troops in.this area. .When 1
first “ reached. the Canadians. in the
saliént,” I' heard: on all sides the  re-
gretful “You should have beén with
us agf ~~-—'* " “Therd is no better
organized area. in France” “Why,
the light tramways!” .and .the  pe-
marks  trailed ~off into -eulogies of a

oo | SYstem which” I Knew _ must’ be s

efficient as it was valuable.’ And now
the petrol-électric. engine is pushing
its load of “birds’  toward the front
line; “birds,” who 'sing as. they go
forward te relieve others who have
done, their turn. God bless these men,
May Canada never forget them. For
their serv.cs is. wonderful anpd their
spirit ' no less ‘great... Many -are their
labors, but the: light' railways and
tramways have 'helped’ “to lghten
them. : by B
Interrupt the low-toned chorus of
‘“‘Suwanée - River” 'to .ask this: man
ahead ‘what he thinks jof the tram-
ways. He ‘will answer gratefully that
they have saved him many a ' weary
mile on foot with full kit. Just asi
this $rain is saving bim now, as the
baby engine pushes its many trucks
into the darkness ‘of ‘the: night, ~which
is relfeved only by the occasiondl Hgh:
of an enemy flare in the distance
which is the front line..: On goes the
train.. .The singing ends, cigarets are
put-out. 'A voice somewhere near.of-
fers a'~heartfelt prayer’ that no moon

Little Princess....102 Hepe ...... .. .104 |*7ill .come ‘to lMghterd the gloom. 'The

engines stop, mep alight. The curt,
muffled voices . of  offieers break. the
stillness. - Then there.is the. tread of
many marching feet’ and shadows pass
towards the firing 'trénches, Thers is
an outburst of artillery fire. Enemy
flares g0 Up in numbers. “What:is it?”
I ask my companienr oA.chuekle ac-
companies the answery "Just & little
more gas from 'o&"":bﬁtt‘eries for

Heing”. = - o

.~ A Luxurious: Hut.
We are back.at & junction, -chilled
thru. . The officer ‘in7¢ommand leads
up to. a' Nissen ' 'hyt.’ 'Insiffe. an ofl
lamp  brightens a.. L room,
boasting nothing legs than a piano in

| the: corner.and -artistie prints on  the
| walls,

Amithe Péarife another ‘room
Salr pécHitionsy BRI Which, fas as)
excellent grate.fire, - At least, our men
in. the trenches need. not.freeze - this
winter. . The #fireis' good, but the
anteroom is the dimingroom;'and beef-
steak and ‘potatbes’ with much  hot
tea, followed By jam; these - things
are the precious gifts of the moment.
A good dinner, ar good warm, and back
to the junction again to meet“anq'ther
train, returning this fime  with"thoge
who haye been rglieyed. That is, the
great bilessing of.the. light tramways.
These anen, tired: with ‘the strain- of
days and nights in'! the firing line,
would only be back ifi" support to-
night if it were not for the railways
which pick them up with their packs
and their rifles and- earry them imiles
behind the line to deceént dugouts an-si_
warmth, - “How are 'things ap “top?”
my companion asks ong of the “birds.
“Splendid, sir; nothing. doing. . The
Boche tried to raid us the night be-
fore -last, and feft ten lof his dead in
front of our wire. Since then he has
fet.”’ .
be§§‘a§\"’mus men, marvelous service.
The test of ihe light tramways proved
t} eir svundication. There was a time
when the Canadians are reported to
have had five times 'as ex ensive a
systeni .as any other imperial unit,
Such is not the case row. . ‘The value
of the tramways is tco greatly real-
ized. now,  ‘They save:time.
Run to Battls Area.

Put Tirst before tellirg someéthing of
their: work, the layman® must under-
stand one distinetion. As it is: with
the (‘anadians, . the light railways
built by French or imperials or Cana-
dian railway construction ba'talions
run frcm the standard-<gauge rail-
kezd {0 the battle area. T ere the
tramwayvs begin. They are the same
1a lways in that the narrow gauge is
the sefffie, and the trucks are the
samme But the engines are ne longer
steam. ' Telephone control gives place
to the semaphore system of our own
Canadian railways. The men Wwho
build the lines are men chosen from
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éd, old rai’waymen,’ many. of them
who talk .f the C-N. R the G. T. P.
and the C. P. R. as a man talks of ofd
friends.” They worik under shellfire,
and often machine zun Lire, and cail
it’ “blighty.” They see\ their /tracks
lown up and repair them, under the
€nemy  guna. They. know of engin~
eers, ears dulled by the noise in tneiy
cabins who have not' heard the warn-
ing whistle of a_shell which has ‘sig~
tald (thers to fump from their
seats, and pot' hearing have been
folewn up fwith 'th:r engires: The
story -of the tramways is e story of
great service rald f r in ca udlties.
It would be hard|to over stimato
the serviee, Before Vimy the tram-
ways ran forward beyond the support
line, a1d =@y running fed batteriss
with shalls, evacuated ° wounded,
trovght reliefs up with their equip-,
ment, munitions and stores,
v heavy and - light guns, trench
Loards, camouflage, machine guus,
munitions, water, in short, relieved
the shell torn roads of the burdem of
contintious lines of great lorries, and
mu’edrawn ammunition ' trains - and
horse vehicles af all descrip‘ions. Up
to the suppert ling and beyond, the
lignt tramways f;% the army with
cssentials, doirg the Work of huan-
Gre of men and hundreds of ani-
malsMand saving untold casualties,
And the service to the army was per-
haips «reatest for the wounded. For
the railway lines ran to the doors of
advanced dres ing stations.

Battie Arcas Cleared. |
Specially ' constructed  Red ‘Cross
trucks stocd wai.ing for their human
turdens., Battles areas were cleared
with extraordi ary rapidity, After
thp first Vimy advance I am told that
complete evacuation was ‘Teported as
early as 380 in’the afternoon. It was
not that way- in the bitter - fighting
for Passchendaele.  There the marvel
of -evacuation dccomplished jwag  dus
to the great service of undaunted
streicher-bearers and. tirelpss medical
officers and men. The tramways
Were not there to help.. Tho within

ilanders the. tramway construc.ion
men laid two and ‘@ half miles wf rails
over a flat artillery-swept area. ;

This is merely-an impression -of the
tramways. «Some day their history
Will be ivr.tten, and figur:s will be
Biven to show what they saved in
manpower, what they saved in time.
meidenially you will iearn, that Ger-
man . trucks: of <1916 pattern form .con-
siderable of ‘the ‘rolling ‘stock, For
the' present 1 will only give vou. the
briefost of summaries, based on. the
war ‘diary of the tramway cumpany
for the month of April,” the - Vimy
show. In the first’ week preparing
for the advance, on one section alone
798 trucks covered 2260 miles and
hauled a total tonnage of 4154. Five
petr-l tractors and 400 mules ‘were
used, four d five mules.#5 a train,
It was -a period of continuous con-
siruction, mules being emmnloyed over
the new . rail sections. fMime and
again’ the line was torn by sh.lifire.
and repaired. :

Laid Track Behind Attack.
On the night. of April 9, the first at-
tack, the tramways were preparing to
advance with' the infantry. Advance
they .did, laying their new track be-
hind our attack. In sixteen days 4600
metres of new track was laid in one
section. During the ‘bdttle operations
this" ‘section alone supplied 80 per
cent. of the fleld ammunition for one

! division, ‘delivered to the batteries at

a maximum rate of 1200 rounds a day.
The same séction supplied 95 per.cent.
of trench mortar bombs and grenades
for the same division. . The tramways
altogether hauled 234 trucks of water
in the month, 1463 of ammunition, 212

vage and 77 trucks other material,
making the total tonnage for the thirty
days 11,308. %

During the fighting special trains of
two “nine-ton trucks holding 13,
stretcher cases evacuated = weunded
from advanced dressing stations. In
four days 1250 stretéher and 510 sit-
ting cases were handled, fifty special
trains being employed.

the infantry, shell tried, war harden-
&

Every day of the whole month the

hauled |~

rations, 829 steel, 73 ballast, 67 sal-%
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q;amway company suffered casualties,
sometimes heavy ones. But the work
never ceased. The spirit of all was the
'spirit of one of their number, a pri-
vate. He put out a fire in a truck of
ammunition “by drawing up to a shell
hole and throwing water onto the truck
by means of his steel shrapnel hel-
met,” as the herdic incident is re-

‘corded in the bald words of the war
diary. Fa

Composite Pioneer Company.

of the tramwdys company, a fine ser-
vice, the development of a decision
reached by the Canadian engineers in
the salient in 1916, when it was de-
cided to build tramways and it was
found that a separate organization was
necessary.. Divisions were asked to
supply 80 men apiece, battallon men
with rallway knowledgs. Eighty rifies
meant a lot then, as they do now, but
the men were secured and the com-
posite pioneer company was formed.
The little unit was nobody’s child and
had to struggle hard for existence,

+ ‘The days that followed were as dra-
‘matic as they were difficult for the
little body. :The Canadians had been
spending -approximately $25,000 a day
on roads, using some 100 lorries and

% MUK ‘of the Gatadians  arrivalin [SEDIPYIRE 2800 men., Twelve hundred

-class stone were being
built into the roads daily, roads that

before  constriuction ‘was completed,
Light tramways meéant saving nien,
money and- material. But there was
no stock. The unit was for the mo-
ment unrecognized officially.

Under such handicaps - the work
started. The first rolling stock was
two Bosche engines dug out of Dickle-
busch Lake. The ‘men, 'made their
own trueks out of all kinds of ma-
terial, even the track spikes had to be
forged. Wooden brakes were made
and cars coupled up with any kind
of coupling. :

The First Line.

The first line was in operation by
June, 1916, six miles of it, running
east from Poperinghe. It was the
first light railway line ever built in
the British army area where experi-
ments were then going on with
pushlines and mongrails, Engines ran
off the pioneer track, couplings broke,
shells tore the Iine, but the work
Wwent on, and triumphed. There were
‘more triumphs at the Somme.
70 the composité pioneer compan
-gntered an erea where there = ‘wal

were never finished, for repair started,

At Hill

" Such' in - sketchy form is the work |

STEAMSHIP TICKETS|

-+ Allied Countries. ‘_m.',
A. F. WEBSTER & SON
General Steamship Agents, ”YW

'{ ‘v‘.“?’t
h&f‘. ‘

; : Hours—10 a.m to 1
p.am. and 2to 6 p.m. Sundays—10a.m.tol p.g,

Consuitation Free

DRS. SOPER & WHITE |

! 25 Taronto 8t., Toronto, Ont.

RICORD'S SPECIFIC
For ial ailments of men, Kidney
and. Waditn: brodbias 51 g'.'? bottla.
SCHUFIELD’S DRUG SIORE
852 Elm Street, Toronto.

Y

OR. STEVENSON'S CAPSULES
For the ?ecialt 3&0&? of men, Uﬂuﬁ
:t’:ge ?nh S“t‘; 8 days, ' Price $3.00
box, Agency,  JOHNSTON’S DRU
S'IjORE, 171 King Otﬂ’t. East, Toronto,

practically no lght railway. Push~
lines were changed into traction
lines, but the work was largely one of
new eonstruction. Within itwo weeks
the company had a wystam of .15
'‘miles of tramways in opera: hand-
ling over 2000 tons a day. -In the =
Vimy area before the attack there
was over 31 miles of tramway. But
it was mot until November 10, last,
that the ploneer company finally won
officlal recognition. ~ Authority was
obtained to form two units a tram-.
wdy operating company and a tram-
way construction - company all per-
sonnel to be Canadian engineers.
The child had been accepted. Armies
praised it. It was beloved of all the
Canadians,

7 ¥ ¥ 7
Rebuilding some of its parts, an
English railway has restored to ser-
vice for light work a locomotive that
was built in 1847, ;

o
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That Son-in-

La\w of Pa’s

PA PUTS, CEDRIC TO A SEVERE TEST,

BY G. H. Wellington

IT'S MY CHRISTMAS GIFT TO
| You, PA - A Box OF CIGARS.
1 HOPE YOU'LL ENJOY

A
=
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mnumm'mwz;fi?m

Faatush Sareics, 4o Gredl Briisin Fighis recirvhe wumme e . fu. v

THEM,

HM-M-"EL PUNKADORAS. THEY
GOOD CIGARS, BUT IT SEEMS ' M
SAW 'EM ADVERTISED FER 98¢ A HUN-
DRED! ILL JUST TRY 'EM ON CEORIT

(
:

./
i
}

——_ ’FORE 1 TACKLE 'EM}

MAY
E

BE [ |[BUT I RAHLY DON'T
1 [ ||FAWNCY CIGPWS
AT AL, OLD TOP!

WELL YOURE GOIN T
SMOKE THAT ONE ANY-
| HOW-1 GOTTA REASON!




