
to specify any cliarges against them. Towards tlic close of tlie session Mr.
AvU-SHorth, Minister of jHstico, stated in his place in the House (Hansard,
1U07, irage (i:l:)()), that nothing in the land transactio'ns mentioned was in

any degree to the discredit of Mr. Dcnnetl. The Minister's remarks applied

equally to Mr. Lefiirgey, who was in the same.position. It may lie said also

that Mr. Aylesworth, who took upon himself the task of defending the re-

port of the Insurance Commission, found nothing to sa> in criticism of Mr.
Kowler's conduct.

Mr. Foster's statement m regard to the insurance transaction is before

the public and is a complete vindication of his conduct.

A Conspiracy of Insinuations.

lint notwithstanding the failure of Government members to sustain

the indefinite, undeclared and insinuated charges against Mr. I'oster, not-

withstanding the practical withdrawal of all intimated charges against Mr.
I'owler, and the admission that the other two niemljers ha<l done no wrong,
the first half of the session was ch:irailerized by continual jeers and offensive

insinuations of a personal character directed against the members mention-
ed. These usually came from the back benches, and always from members
who would not take the responsibility of rising in their place and making a
direct statement. It was plain tliat Ministers encouraged these attacks, for
they were made by members who would not think of offending or <lisobey-

ing a Minister. It was, in fact, a conspiracy, deliberately organized and
regularly operated for the purpose of annoying the Opposition, interfering
with its regular work and duty, and making life unpleasant for Conserva-
tives who ventured to criticize the Government.

The "Women, Wine and Graft" Ewsode.

On the 19th day of I'ebruary, George W. Fowler menibei for King's
and Albert, New Drunswick, was discussing Mr. Lemieux's Conciliation bill,

taking the ground that the Government ought to consider carefully the ob-
jections which the railway men had raised against it. In the course of the
discussion Mr. Duncan Ross, member for Caribou, intimated that Mr.
Fowler might have been poorer " if everybmly got a square deal." There
had been other insinuations of this kind from the Ministerialists, referring
to private affairs of Mr. Fowler. Referring to these Mr. Fowler now said

:

. ."^'li,?° "!',': *.™» ' ^^^'^ ""t rcfciTod to private matters; but I want thi,s Houseand t c first Minister and the Government to understand that if matters in connec-
tion \ _th my private business arc to be discussed in this House, I shall take an onpor-
tunity to discuss the private character of Members of this Administration and ifem-
bers on that side. I want to Sitv to hon. Kentlemen opposite that I shall discuss
these without fear or favor, that I shall call a spade a spade, and when I sneak of
the indisposition of an Hon. Minister which keeps him out of this House I shall tell
exactly what it was and how it was lirouRht on. I shall allow no man to make an attack
on me or my characte- without rctortin','. I shall discus.s the character of hon. mem-
tiers opposite, whether they he Ministers or p.-ivate Members, and their connection
with women, wine and graft."
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