
IN THE NIAOABA BIVBB 197

the'^f pil'"*'
*'"^ ""^ "•'^ »"^ '^*^' •»• «o-

Pr. firilf
*^ '•7*°!»«"<* tl»«t in the early days the .team-

era for Montreal sailed direct from the Niagara River and
that the guidmg minds of the Royal MaU Line were at
Queenston in 1847 and for subsequent decades.

In the slump of steamboat traflSc and the decadence of
the river business the Montreal steamers had shortened
their route and had made HamUton, for some time, and

^rZ'^r°*"' ''' ^^'*^« ^«^°* ^- their ste^er.

The intHKluction of the Niagara Navigation Companyhad produced a change of conditions on the river, and byenergy and bold investment, had created an eflfective local
organization, as has been detailed in this narrative

«.„I!l?^"!"^
Paasenger business had been attracted and^ntrahzed untal Niagara Falls had been created in theirAnnual Rates Meetings by the Railway Companies as the

;rt«tuig point of all "Summer Rates Excisions," J
s^^T^ '^'^'" " ''' ""^^^"^ ^-^« -^'» ^

At the same time the RicheUeu & Ontario Navigation

^o;7^nH
"^'"^"^ *" '^' ^^*^ ^'^ ^«' h- grown in

r« *"J^<l'"P'"«nt to be the premier steamboat organ-
jation of Canada, the controller of the passenger lines of

^3 ^.r?**
"^'*'" °^ "^^'•' ^'^ ««»<* ™Pid8, and

operating the longest continuous route of any Inland Navi-
gation Company in the world. In all, this interval of yean
Its old advertising heading of "Niagara to the Sea" hadbeen continuous^ „«i„tained, it was not unreasonable
therefore that there should be a desire to make the old

f^^n'**"^^"**?
'*°* "•** ^y "''•^'^•""K *»>« 1<>«»1 organ-

ization restore the old-time conditions.


