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SJlT"'°l ^n^J^^ Vice-Legato tU Vincent to

SS^^Lfj-^*.?** S*^'"^ ^'^"^ who bad so high anopmion of hun that be sent bim to deliver an importantmessage to King Henry IV of Prance. He executed tibe
difficult mission with devotion and inviolable eecrecv. TheKing^ Henry IVth. was attracted by his charm of liianner

kindness
;
from the mstmct to love and condone, i»ther than
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ftonesty of this simple pnest and bad Vincent desired thepwn was open to bim to play such a part as Cardinal Wol-
sey did or Richelieu, the great Minister of France ; to be-come an ambitious prelate to whom the things of the woridwwe more than the things of God.
But Vincent had no taste for the world and no wish for

honor for himself and having discharged his m ssion bewent to Pans. Here be lived very quietly teaching and
belong the poor and doing on a small scale what be after-
wards did on a big one. At this period be determined to
enter more fully in the ecclesiastical state and spent two
years with the Oratorian P,.ihers. He declined an abbot's


