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v«MeU omployea m thii expedition wu lo«t,and another hav
ing bcon driven as far east aa the Aiona, proceeded to Eos
Umd, whdo Ca;»tain Argal alone got into the CheMipeake.
The priaonera taken on thia occasion narrowly eaoaped beinc
executed aa piratea I

•

Thia wat the Ant warlike maritime expedition attempted by
the Amencan coloniati, if a few partica aent in boats againat
the aavagea be excepted. The Dutch were not diapoaaeaaed
by the uaelesa attempt on their aettl«ntMMtt, wUeb appear* to
have been viewed more aa a protest than a eoMiMt, for they
continued to mcreaae and to govern themselves R>r near half
a century longer. The first decked vessel built within the old

/ United States, of which we have any account, waa conatruotod
I by Schipper Adrian Blok, on the banka of the Hudaon, and
\ probably within the present limits of New York, dtirioA the
summer of 1614. This vessel Oe Laet terma a •• yachti* and
describee as having been of the dimensions of thirty^ght ftet
keel, forty.four and a half feet on deck, and eleven feet bewn.
In thia "yacht" Blok passed thn>ugh Hell Gate, into the
Bound, and steerina eastward, he diaoovered a amall island,
which he named after himself; going aa fiir aa Ctoe God, bv
the Vineyard passage.

^^ '

According to the same authority, the Outeh at New Amater^
dam, who had conatructed a fort, and reinlbroed their ooiooy,
aoon after boilt many more small vessels, sloops and pfitiaauM.
opening a trade wUh the savages, by meana of the nuiMroua
baya, aounds, and rivers of their territory.

It w«a also in 1614 that the oelebnited Cbpt. John flnhh
V". .r*"

England, and aaiied oo • ooasting voyafie. with
the double parpoRS. of trwle and diaoovery. He weBthimMlf
inb boat, hav^ • orew of only eight men. and the praAn,
as well as tlM d&oovenes, abundantly ivwaided tlw rialw.
Aa e»ly as in 1688 the New England Company enploywl

five ships of respectable siae, in tte trade with ihe^ooioiiT.
Moat of these vessels wore armed, and all took ooioniMi'in tMr

1
?"*™ **!??*• ^ "»" •*«P *~ b«H» •! or near Bortoo,

\ in 1688, whiota was. one of the first vessels, if iMt the llrat
\ vessel of any sIm mostnioted in New Bagland. mt the pro.
\ffeea of the colony of. Maasachosetts Bay wm so ruid, ttiat
IB 1680 laws were passed to eneoaraae the flsheriearwUoh
may be oonsidned aa the elementary achool ofAoMrioaa nmi.
tieal mterprise. The first engagement that probnUy ever oc-
curwd between inhabitants of the Anmioan colonies, and eoe.
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