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».ly| i»;t\ roI'Vrero** lo llto elprnal jiromise fcuJ the •{^irilual r«l«-

l.ori a rilling from it.
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Ag«in ia pugeO, you aWrin, '< IfinfHnt cliiirch uii»inbpr«hi|rf

lhciT*wa« noabsurdjtf, it caiiiifjt be now. Hcljiltireu were in

cjufenantia Abrali«m'8<lay8, tliey are au siill, uiiieas wc cnu

tind Uiat God has excluded them."

In answer to this, I would remark, Sir, thai our Lotd's kinj/-

doin beiu^ spiritual, hia dominion leapecis only the uudof«tamJ -

i»«j and the heart, ami none were considered mymbeni- oi'.U»t)

first churches, butsucli as gave- evidence that they b<ilie\ed the

gtfapel. Rom 1. chap Tth verse, and first Cor*. i-ciuap 3d verse.

Jn accordaflce with Ihis, IsIiaH add at'ev/.quotaliona IromPeBdo-

b.iptislsrnV. Chauney sayt, '• The lundantental part of a visible

church, la the credible profession of fait li and holines'S ; it ix

men and women, notldoctrinc," iharig the matter of a chu^cl^--

und these piofes^ing fai^h and pfactiHitiff holiness : the memberti

of chnrches are «lway» called iu l^ic^Ne^ Testament, saints,

fwthful believers." Preface ta. Pr. Owen's triie na_lure cf a

'ffOB^ei''<51i'ur*Cli'. Dr. Colton Mather «ay», " A cbufch, ' as the
*' (Ir^elcnamiQ implies, for it. allows us, la think, is to consist of a

jtpcHrfe-ealle^dou* froOTi, tho. ways of sin by the powerful, 4nd.

effcptual work, of God upon their squIs. Ue(2fenera!Luu is ^ht

iluntf, WrlhbWt Mrfcich* a title to liieiSacramentp^ js not to be pru-

tendqil. Rebl, regeneration is tli« thing, which, before Gwd

rctiderff meA c»pab4e of claimiujjf 8a,cr^mont8, and visiblfi- aiid

' ' Tpxirresaetl ^e-^cne ration, is that yvhich before men enables ua to

WH« Biic*> a^cUim." Uacheri's cJiurc^. history of i\ew Kog-
• Ipna, Wl. ii. I»8ge 2. 1 might rjiultiply similar quotations, but

Mhrnkl^i^tt unnecessary, I shall only observe, that thete authu-

>ities db htft'p^rniit us to consider lufanis as.iuembere of a gos-
• 'peMcharch, either before or after baptism,

' ^ Where, Sir, in ibeNew Teatamenj.aj-eiwe.iQ&rined'ofm^m-
b/&ra ofa chri8ti4« «hurdi, who neither- did profees, nor v/eiQ

cftpa^le'of professing faith in the sun of God ?• \£ the infant^ofT-

Rprihg of chiirth Bven^bers be the subji^cts of our Lord^u king-

llp'irt'fiwihHheir birth, thciy tnuat be so by virtue of carnal tet-
' ' V.i»nt8, just 88 thdchildrenof EnglishniftH arflbornBttbjectsoJi the

VB.y?ti^h crown. And if infants Wvchri*iiiuwi a?cj Jboro chriiUftna,

tbeft are i'luey chmiiana i)yyn*turc, and i}§i l|jp clJtl4ren of wrath

evtuis others. Nor indeed can iiXJoiujeiv^, t>oiiv upon your own
prmcipleis, y'iDU can preach th^ docinne of conversion, w.hen!yon

oflteem ftiose to whtfmypu, preach, already converted and,n^em-

"beta or Christ's charchi,.< It' yovi xl^ny these consequences it

njult imply ar belief that ftipersort may be a true sijbject of our

Lord's kingdom \Vi(boiit being a chri«U{tn> which ia preposterous.

Thiti the cnildfon of the J*w8 under the former economy, were

born m^mbdrs of the Church, is readily granted, but <Ai« .waa

one of those pecuHarilieis, which, an Pr. Cox observes belopged

tjl t-h* iiatioiifrl ftftd tyflial.churchsjalfl of ^h at people ;,»\{hic(4
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