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PRISON REFORM
will merely, with your permission, point

out what should be done.

Every prisoner should have an adequate

supply of good books. At present, during

the first three months of imprisonment,

one is allowed no books at all, except a

Bible, Prayer-book, and hymn-book. After

that one is allowed one book a week.

That is not merely inadequate, but the

books that compose an ordinary prison

library are perfectly useless. They consist

chiefly of third-rate, badly written, religious

books, so-called, written apparently for

children, and utterly unsuitable for chil-

dren or for any one else. Prisoners should

be encouraged to read, and should have

whatever books they want, and the books

should be well chosen. At present the selec-

tion ofbooks is mv.de by the prison chaplain.

Under the present system a prisoner
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