
O CANADIAN PACinC RAILWAY

The winter in Southern Alberta and Western Saskatchewan ii a

•taaon of bright, cloudleee days, infrequent and scanty nowfalls and fre>

^uent and prulonK<^ breaks of warm weather, heralded by the chiaook wind.

Wagons are used during the entire year, and it is only in occasional seasoDS

that sleighs are necessary for brief periods. In January and the earW

part of February there are sometimes short periods of cold, sharp weather

Heavy snowstorms hr-ve at times covered the prairie more than a foot

deep, but thia is very exceptiunal. The winter generally breaks up in

February with a warm wind from the went, followed by a period of from

one to three weeks of warm, bright weather, the beginning of Southern

Alberta's spring. The earliest spring flowers appear in March. May
is generally fine, warm and bright, June and the earlier part of July rainy.

the remainder of July, August, Septi'iiiber, Orlober and generally Novem-

ber warm and dry. The summer, July to September, is characterized by

hot days, relieved by a never-failing breeze, and cool niglits, but the warm
folden days of autumn, often lusting well into December, are the glor>' of

the year. The grand characteristic of the climate as a whole, ami the one

on which the weather hinges, is the chinook wind, so calletl because it

blows from the rrgion formerly inhal)ite<l by the Chinook Indians, on the-

banks of the lower Columbia River. It is a warm, dry, balni\ wind,

blowing from the mountains across the plains, and its effect in winter may
be described as little short of miraculous, in its clearing away of the snow.

always scanty in amount, with amazing celerity.

3. The Summer. The same cause which obviates the incon-

Tenience which might under other circumstances arise from low tempera-

tures in winter, namely, the dryness of the atmosphere, also operates in

the settler's favor in summer time, permitting of a rapid radiation of the

heat communicated to the land by the intensely powerful rays of the bud

in our cloudless skies. It thus happens that, however warm the tempera-

ture may be during the day, the nights are always cool, allowing of perfect

rest. Of course, extremely high temperatures are exceptional, but tem-

peratures of over 00 in the shade are by no means uncommon. Hers,

again, the dryness of the atmosphere is individually helpful, by rendering

the cooling action of perspiration—Nature's great safeguard—most

effective. The writer is not aware that any case is on record of deaths in

Western Canada directly attributive to excessive heat, while, not long ago,

it was reported that no fewer than 250 persons perished in one day in the

city of New York from excessive heat. The highest temperature recorded

there at that time was 99.8*.

4. In replying to the question, "An the cUmatie eonditions prevail-

ing during the summer favorable to agricultural operations T" the matter

of rainfall Is, of course, of first importance in non-irrigable sections.

FVom ths statement given elsewhere it wiU be seen that the normal precip>

Hation in the Prairie Provinces is cjuite sufficient in volume to ensure

satlsfaotoiy agricultural results. Indeed, the erop statistioB (tf this ansa

ftoiaish the mns* nnmp|pt# and enoehinw eridMW« that pirfn*.


