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he had been unahle to conn.- tii tt-Tiiis with the Russian ( iovcrnincnl, ami cii-

cliised a counter ilraft liy Russian plL-iiipotontiarics, in which 55 (lc,;rccs was

said to lie acceplalile if two points ol' laml on I'rince of Wales Island were

alsonranted. Russia desired tlie mainland I'rom the i'ortiand I anal as far

as the point of intersection of the l.jyth decree of longitude willi tlie 6i)th of

latituilc. As compensation Russia was willinj; to open to the subjects ol

Kint! i;eorKe llie free navigation of all the rivers whicli empty into the ocean

within the said strip of land. Hut Sir C. Hajjot pointed out tliat this propo.

sal would deprive his IJritannic Majesty of the sovereignly over th.ise inlets

and small hays which are to he found hetween 56 anil 54 45' of latitude,

many i>f which ( as there is every reason to lielieve ) communicate directly with

the establishments of the Company of Hudson's liay, and would con.-ecpiently

be of vital importance to its trarle. it was to be idi.served that the reasons

which led Russia todesire this lisihi were purely commercial, and Count Xes-

selrode, writinj; Co Count l.ieven, pointed out in April, 1S24, that it Prince

of Wales Island remained Russian it would be uselul to Russia : otherw ise

th<; Russian establishment woulil be at the mercy of (ireat Britain. Hut on

May 26, 1S24, Mr. I'illy, of the llu Ison's liay Company, pointed out to our

Koreiijn Olhce that the mountains which Russia su;;t;ested as the boundary,

and which were described as beinj; "««.' irh l<ctih- .lisliiiff" mijilit l.e far

from the coast, and sujjuested that the distance .)ui;ht to be limited to ten

le:it;ues. .\ day or two later Mr. Cannini;, writing to Count l.ieven, expres-

sed the hope that the restrictions on the free navigation of the North I'acilic

in the Ukase would be wholly withdrawn ami that terms mi^ht be reached for

the tree use by us of all rivers entering the sea within the Russian frontier.

. . The ccmntertfraft of the Russian plenipotentiaries, dated ,\UK. 12, l,S24,

was an ench)sure from Sir C. Hagot to (leo. Canning. By Art. I. it was sug-

gested that the line of demarcat on should start from the two points which

formed the southernmost eNtremily of I'rince of Wales Island, which entirely

belonged to Russia and was in 54 30' N. latitude anil between 131 and 133'

W. longitude, the line of frontier ascending northwards along Portland Chan-

nel until the pass came to an end in the interior of the mainland at llie Jblh

degree of \. latiliule. ( somt (r.'fomli for mii/iiiil Iriiiliii^. m In llif \ ''/lui;

/r,-a/v /ii'/i'U' ) Next, that the subjects of either Power should not, except

uiuler .stress of weather, land at the e.stablishments of the other without per-

mission ; further, that libert> of commerce sliould not incUi le trade in spirit-

uo IS liijuors or arms, which were in no case ever 10 he sohl to the natives ;

that tile subjects of his Britanni'- Majesty were to have free navigation in Rus-

man water*, md that the port of Sitka or Noio Archangelsk should be open

1.. forete*- trade lor a renewable term of ten years. On these points Sir

Charles Bagol rommented, observing that he was distinctly informed that

the Russiai. ' lovernment insisted upon Uleni, ami liiul unless he le.cived


