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Hot an luiniitigiitcd evil. In order to work the land it must first l)o

tlioronjflil.v clcurcd of trt^i's. and as pini' is almost tlic onh' innrki'ti»l)Ic

lunilicr, owing to the iiiipossiliilitv ol' Moating the lii'uvier hardwoods,

tho iniiplc, oak. hntternut, hirch, heech, hasswood, chn, itc, fire rolled

into hoaps and burnt out of the way. When tho railways are cuni-

l)h'ted, all these woods, now so largely used for ornaniuntal and

other purposes, will he of very great value, owing to tho Huddon

fiiihn'e of the supply of Iilaek walnut. IMaek hirch. the only eatisfac-

tniv suhstitute, has almost doiiMed in value during the pant few
months, lliid the land heen cleared hefore railway comninnieation

with the trade centrcj wa.- estaolishcd, alt the hirch and other hard-

woods must have heen burnt, and thousands of dollars lost to tho

coimtry. Kvery Township has some of these woods, and many of

them iiave immense tracts of birch, oak and manle of fine growth and

ijiialiry. Suiiii nothing but the inere Itrush need be (h'Stroyed, as the

(lemaiid for firewood in Hull and < >ttawa will provide a ready market
for everything el>e.

We may reasunably expect also that the (Jatineau. Aux Lievres

ami smaller rivers will be found to furnish advantageous sites for mills

ami factories, fur the turning out of wooden-wares and implements.

Of lale years (inite an important and lucrative trade has sprung up in

paper pulp. The whitest and most fiiimus woods are chosen and
taken to the mill in short lengtiis; then, havins^ been freed from knots

and bark, the 1, hicks are brought into contact with rapidly-revolving,

coaise millstones, and by degrees ground into minute fragments.

Sometimes the wooil is reduced to pulp by a more complicated ])roces.s,

nece-.-itatiiig a very high pressure of .steam, but the former is the

connnoner and probably cheaper sy.stein. With this article Ottawa
County could furiii>li the whole paper trade for yearh to come. The
woods at ])resent looked U])on as most useless, such as white birch.

poplars and soft maple, are just what the business recpiires, and will

doubtless be seen to have a reid value, when the attention of mamifae-
turers has been attracted to this district. (Jn the line of the liuebec

Central Uailway. the extension of the S. K. T. S: K. li.ll., a good tradt-

is (lone in short logs of spruce and bal.sani. which are manufactured
into ])!ickiiig eases for the English market. There is n<» rea.son why
the (iatincau line ano 'iranches shoidd not bring thousands of feet of

such material to the factories—^at the present time tlu-re is an actual

demand in Ottawa for an utdimited number of shingles for shipment to

tin- I'liited States. Cellar shingles .sell for ^2.7r>
;

pine for s.'i.Oo per
thousand. This price offers so fair a profit, that a gentleman of my
ac(piaintaiice is actually fitting up a small steam nn'll for the manufae-
lure of shingles dm-ing the winter, and expects to nuike money by it,

though the shingles when made will be carted to Ottawa, a distance of

over tin miles. What then would his profits he. were the projected
railway com]>lete(W And any mnnber of such mills couhl be kept in

operation in the County, so far as the raw material is concerned. Then
ihcre is no reason why hendock bark, which sells at from four to eight
dollars per cord ; and oak bark, much more valuable to the tanner,
should not be .sent out of the Comity, so soon as means of carriage
have been ])rovided. Taking these and other similar facts into
consideration, I feel sure that the woods of the country are yet to yield
^uch piijfits as will agreeably surprise those who fancy the bush worse
than vali.oless, after the pine and fencing cedar has becii taken away.


