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Our general had expected to find a supply of food and

ammunition here, but notJiing turned up. Most of us had

hardly a cartridge left, so he ordered the regiment next to

us, which came from the north, and had not been engaged,

to give us enough to make up twenty rounds a man, and

he sent off a fatigue-party to Kingston to try and get

provisions, while a detachment of our fellows was allowed

to go foraging among the villas in our rear, and in about

an hour they brought back some broad and meat, which

gave us a slender meal all around. They said most of the

houses were empty, and that many had been stripped of

all eatables, and a good deal damaged already.

It must have been between three and four o'clock when

the sound of cannonading began to be heard in the front,

and ^\•e could see the smoke of the guns rising above the

woods of Esher and Claremont, and soon afterwards some

troops emerged from the fields below us. It w^as the rear-

guard of regular troops. There were some guns also,

which were driven up the slope, and took up tlieir position

round the knoll. There w^ere three batteries, but they

only counted eight guns amongst tliom. Behind them was

posted the line ; it was a brigade apparently of four regi-

ments, but the whole did not look to be more than eight

or nine hundred men. Our regiment and another had been

moved a little to the rear, to make way for them, and

presently we were ordered down to occupy the railway

station on our right rear. My leg was now so stiff I could

no longer march with the rest, and my left arm was very

swollen and sore, and almost useless ; but anything seemed

better than being left behind, so I limped after the bat-

talion as best I could, down to the statioit. There was a


