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instance of his friends, was put under the surveillance of the police.

He was neither fool-hardy nor iasonsible of the risk he ran, or of

the implacable character of the foes by whom he was surrounded.

He had, however, long siace settled his account with his conscience

and detxjrmined irrespective of consequences to do his duty to

his Sovereign, to his country and to himself. Nevertheless, as the

Honorable Mr. Chauveau beautifully observed, even while he was

thus pursuing the paths of charity, loyalty and honor, the shadowed

hand of Uie assaiisin was upon him, pursuing him with that kind of

stcaltliy cra!t with which the brute in his instinct hungers for the

man.

As his strength permitted Mr. McGee availed himself of

several (spportunities to inculcate his lessons of mutual consi-

deration and mutual good -^vill. Under various pretexts the

same duties were enforced. We read them, and feel the friendly

touch of his generous helping hand in his lecture on the " Mental

outfit of the New Dominion." In his speeches at Ottawa on

the last anniversary of his patron Saint ; in his sketch of the

history of English literature, in his speeches in Parliament, and

especially in that last s{>eech made by him just before the debate

closed which immediately preceded the hush and silence of his

silver tongue. Incidentally the question of the repeal of the Union

between Canada and Nova Scotia, became a subject of conver-

sation in the House of Commons, when Mr. McGee, true to his

own convictions, and his mission of good will and peace, informed

those who favored such a project that time would smooth diflSculties

and heal discontent, tliat justice would overcome prejudice, and

that the magic of kindness would at length triumph and make con-

verts of all. It is to be regretted that no full report of those laj3t

words was made. Had we possessed fore-knowledge, how keen

would have been tlie hearing ear, how active the untiring pen !

We shall ti-auscribe a fragment, the closing passage of that speech,

as it is reported in the Ottmva Times

:

Ho had great relibiioe on the ineliowiag tSixU of time to uid the suftening aud

healing influence of the pervading principles of impartial justice, which would

happily permeate the whole land, and eventually convert the Honorable member
for Lunenburg into the lieartieet supporter of Union within these walb, willing

nnd anxiomi tu perpetuate the system which would be found to work soadvan*

tageously for his Pruviitce, adopting the position of the Honorable member for

Guysborougfa.oi: that of the true and patriotic stai'wmau. It had been said that
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