
( 24 )

either as a Speaker to Parliament, or as a Writer to your Coi>fti-

tuents at Briflol. Y- a forget, that while you hold forth your

own Party as the moft virtuous men in the Kingdom, you lead

us to make comparifons, which probably may not be favourable

cither to them or to yourfelf : or even allowing them to be fo, you

make no account for the operation of the common paffions of

mankind, for the envy you muft naturally excite in being admit-

ted to fo virtuous a Company. But I imagine that I fhall nctfeem

paradoxical in declaring, that all violent combinations of Virtue

are feldom governed by that principle. The man who uniformly

oppofes a Minifter is, generally fpeaking, in the wrong ; for,

with every allowance to the frailties common to every one, he

who has the ftrongeft obligations to be good, is moft likely to

be fo. If, therefore, a Party, " a Confervatory ofVirtue" afTo-

ciate together for the purpofe of hunting down a Minifter, and

ftedfaftly perfift in the chace, however they mi.y deceive them"

felves or others by the fpecious names of Patriotifm and Virtue,

it is in reality a mark of neither. To ftem fuch a torrent, few

would accept the office of Minifter, while the very name is an

objedl of reproach, and which fubjefting to cenfure the good

equally with the bad, deftroys the diftindlions of Vice and Vir-

tue. Such is the tendency of Party Spirit, which oppofing itfelf

to the ads of Government indifcriminately, does harm without

intention,


